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Festival  Roundup 


The  Amphitheater  Stage  at  the  National  Folk 
Festival,  backed  by  the  Original  Mineyard,  offers 
a  panoramic  view  of  Butte's  historic  district. 

National  Folk  Festival 

The  71st  National  Folk  Festival  brings  250  per¬ 
formers  and  craftspeople  to  Butte  July  10-12. 

The  free  festival  features  music  and  dance  per¬ 
formances  on  six  stages,  plus  workshops,  children's 
activities,  folkJife  demonstrations,  a  festival  mar¬ 
ketplace  and  ethnic  and  regional  foods.  For  more 
details,  visit  www.nationalfolkfestival.com. 

international  Choral  Festival 

The  eighth  International  Choral  Festival, 

July  15-18,  ^ngs  14  world-class  choirs  to  Mis¬ 
soula  for  four  days  of  outstanding  concerts,  cultural 
exchange  and  global  goodwill. 

Visit  www.choralfestival.org,  email 
info@choralfestival.org  or  call  406-721-7985. 

Festival  Amadeus 

A  dynamic  lineup  of  musicians  is  planned  for  the 
second  annual  Festival  Amadeus,  a  six-night  classi¬ 
cal  music  festival  held  July  27-Aug.  1  in  Whitefish. 

For  details,  visit  www.gscmusic.org  or  call  406- 
257-3241. 

Summer  Opera  Festival 

The  northern  Rockies  come  alive  with  the  debut 
of  the  Montana  Lyric  Opera  Summer  Opera  Festival, 
which  brings  performances  of  “Rigoletto”  to  Mis¬ 
soula,  July  30  and  Aug.  1 . 

Visit  mtopera.com  or  call  406-542-7423. 

Sweet  Pea  Festival 

The  annual  Sweet  Pea  Festival  again  brings  a 
colorful  mix  of  music,  theatre,  dance  and  art  to 
downtown  Bozeman  Aug.  7-9. 

Call  406-586-4003  or  visit  www.sweetpea 
festival.org. 


See  Festival  Roundup  on  page  12 


Federal  budget  includes  economic 
stimulus  funding  for  the  arts 


By  Arlynn  Fishbaugh 
Executive  Director 
Montana  Arts  Council 

In  landmark  action,  the  U.S.  Congress  approved  $50 
million  in  economic  stimulus  funding  for  arts  jobs,  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts,  with  40 
percent  of  that  amount  re-granted  to  state  arts  councils  in 
all  50  states  and  six  territories.  The  purpose  for  this  fund¬ 
ing  is  job  retention  and  preserva¬ 
tion  in  the  arts. 

This  funding  is  extremely  im¬ 
portant  because  it  underscores  the 
fact  that  Congress  and  President 
Barack  Obama  recognize  that  the 
arts  mean  business  in  every  comer 
of  the  nation  and  that  arts  jobs  are 
just  as  important  as  any  other  job. 

Nowhere  could  that  be  truer 
than  in  Montana,  where  this  rec¬ 
ognition  translates  to  economic 
stimulus  funding  made  to  the 
Montana  Arts  Council  (MAC) 
of  $29 1 ,000  for  FY  20 1 0.  All  but  $50,000  of  this  fund¬ 
ing  will  be  allocated  to  the  American  Retention  and 
Recovery  in  the  Arts  (ARRA)  grants.  The  balance  of  the 
funding  will  be  used  to  replace  funding  cut  from  the  arts 
council’s  budget  for  e-grant  development  ($28,500)  and 
a  one-quarter-time  staff  position  over  a  two-year  period 
($20,500)  to  administer  the  federal  reporting  require¬ 
ments  of  this  program,  which  are  extremely  arduous. 

MAC  sent  notification  to  1 1 1  organizations  in  our  state 
as  to  their  eligibility  to  apply  to  the  council  for  MAC’S 
ARRA  grant  program.  Nonprofit  arts  organizations  and 
state,  local  and  tribal  governments  whose  programs  have 
arts  tied  to  the  core  of  their  mission  were  eligible  to  apply. 


MAC  stipulated  that  only  organizations  funded  by 
MAC  or  the  Cultural  and  Aesthetics  Trust  program 
within  the  last  four  years  were  eligible.  There  are  onerous 
federal  reporting  requirements  involved  with  these  grants, 
and  past  grant  reporting  experience  and  compliance  was 
a  filter  MAC  deemed  necessary  to  help  ensure  organiza¬ 
tions  would  have  the  capacity  to  meet  this  requirement. 

MAC  will  fund  grants  of  up  to  $25,000  for  positions 
that  have  been  cut,  hours  that 
have  been  reduced,  salaries 
that  have  been  cut,  or  con¬ 
tracts  that  have  been  reduced 
or  cut  in  the  past  year,  or 
those  anticipated  in  the  com¬ 
ing  year.  Grants  are  for  one 
year  and  those  awarded  will 
be  fully  funded. 

The  deadline  is  June  30, 
2009.  For  complete  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  program,  check 
www.art.mt.gov. 

A  watershed  mark 

For  those  of  us  long  in  the  tooth  in  the  arts  indus¬ 
try,  and  who  have  advocated  long  and  hard  for  the  real 
economic  value  of  the  arts  to  our  communities  and  states, 
this  federal  action  is  a  watershed  mark. 

There  are  those  across  the  country  that  decry  its  small 
amount,  relatively  speaking.  From  this  vantage  point.  1 
think  it  is  a  huge  achievement. 

For  this  to  happen  in  the  midst  of  an  economic  crisis 
of  such  enormity,  when  there  are  so  many  worthy  cof- 


See  Ami's  Addendum  on  page  2 


This  funding  is  extremely 
important  because  it 
underscores  the  fact  that 
Congress  and  President 
Barack  Obama  recognize 
that  the  arts  mean 
business  in  every  corner 
of  the  nation. 


Mark  Kuipers  named  to  arts  council 


Gov.  Brian  Schweitzer  appointed 
Mark  A.  Kuipers  of  Missoula  to  the 
Montana  Arts  Council  in  May  to 
replace  Helena  artist  Tim  Holmes, 
who  has  joined  his  wife  in  Vienna 
for  the  next  two  years. 

“We  are  going  to  miss  Tim  a 
great  deal  -  his  views  were  pivotal 
in  recent  council  decisions,  and  it 
was  a  pleasure  to  work  with  him,” 
said  arts  council  Director  Ami 
Fishbaugh.  “Tim  is  an  enormously 
talented  artist,  and  we  know  he  is 
having  the  time  of  his  life  in  Vienna. 

We  wish  him  the  very  best  and  look 
forward  to  his  return!” 

Kuipers  is  president  of  MAK 
Direct,  a  direct-response  marketing 
firm  in  Missoula  that  specializes  in 
planning,  developing,  implement¬ 
ing  and  optimizing  comprehensive  direct  marketing 
programs.  He  has  written  and  produced  hundreds  of  TV, 
magazine,  and  radio  ads  and  managed  media  campaigns 
for  many  clients,  including  Select  Comfort  (The  Sleep 
Number  Bed),  Classmates.com,  Invisalign,  The  Sharper 
Image,  Fisher  Investments,  Bose,  Bowflex,  WebEx, 
HGTV,  and  dozens  of  other  large  and  small  consumer 
product  companies. 


From  1981-87,  Kuipers  held  a 
number  of  marketing  positions  with 
consumer  and  professional  divisions 
of  3M,  including  four  years  at  Scien¬ 
tific  Anglers  where  he  was  the  editor 
of  five  fly-fishing  publications  and 
the  executive  producer  of  fishing 
and  hunting  videos. 

In  1987  he  joined  NordicTrack 
as  its  first  marketing  professional 
responsible  for  all  marketing 
functions.  Since  forming  MAK 
Direct  in  1990,  Kuipers  has  focused 
exclusively  on  helping  large  and 
small  clients  market  their  products 
directly  to  the  consumer. 

“Mark  brings  a  very  different 
voice  to  the  council,  and  one  that 
is  strategically  of  great  value  at  this 
time  in  the  agency’s  life,  when  it 
places  such  a  priority  on  communicating  the  value  of  the 
arts  to  all  Montanans,”  said  Fishbaugh. 

Kuipers  earned  his  bachelor’s  from  Western  Michigan 
University,  where  he  majored  in  American  Studies  and 
sociology.  He  received  a  master’s  degree  in  English  and 
an  MBA  from  Washington  State  University. 


See  Mark  Kuipers  on  page  2 


Mark  Kuipers 


MNA  offers 

''connective" 

opportunities 

In  March  and  April, 
the  Montana  Non¬ 
profit  Association 
surveyed  nonprofits 
in  Montana  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  impact  that 
the  current  economic 
recession  was  hav¬ 
ing  on  the  nonprofit 
community. 

A  total  of  21 6 
nonprofit  leaders 
shared  their  stories, 
revealing  that  de¬ 
mand  for  service  is 
up,  fundraising  is 
extremely  tight,  and 
operating  expenses 
are  expected  to  rise 
in  2009.  However, 
there  is  another  story 
to  tell. 

With  an  economy 
that  will  likely  take 
several  years  to  fully 
recover,  nonprofits 
must  be  open  to  and 
actively  pursue  new 
"connective"  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  can  help 
maximize  limited 
resources  and  deepen 
the  impact,  par¬ 
ticularly  during  tough 
economic  times. 

Montana  nonprofits 
agree  -  in  a  big  way. 
Seventy-two  percent 
of  survey  respondents 
plan  to  increase  part¬ 
nering  and  collabo¬ 
rating  in  2009. 

As  the  annual 
Montana  Nonprofit 
Association  Confer¬ 
ence  approaches 
(Sept.  28-30  in  Mis¬ 
soula),  nonprofits 
are  invited  to  share 
collaborative  success¬ 
es  and  challenges, 
in  keeping  with  a 
conference  theme  of 
"Connections." 

For  details,  call 
406-449-371  7  or  visit 
WWW.  mtnon  profit, 
org. 

-  Brian  Magee 

MNA  Executive  Director 
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Economic  stimulus  funding  (from  page  1) 


fers  that  need  funding,  is  action  that  states, 
loud  and  clear,  that  the  cases  made  time  and 
again  are  beginning  to  have  traction.  The  arts 
attract  business,  boost  tourism  and  improve 
both  the  quality  of  employees  one  can  hire 
and  the  retention  of  those  employees.  And, 
finally,  there  are  investments  being  made  on 
the  federal  level  that  convey  understanding 
of  this  reality. 

The  federal  economic  stimulus  funding 
has  even  greater  enormity  of  import  because 
of  the  vote  of  con¬ 
fidence  it  conveys 
about  the  National 
Endowment  for  the 
Arts  (NEA).  The 
votes  for  support 
crossed  both  sides  of 
aisle. 

The  arts  field  is  ex¬ 
tremely  grateful  to  the 
congressional  leaders 
who  launched  this 
effort  and  stood  by  it, 
through  thick  and  thin 
and  some  hair-rais¬ 
ing  amendments,  and 
fought  for  this  victory. 

Art  jobs 
contribute 
mightily 

Back  to  MAC’S 
ARRA  grants;  During 
the  legislative  ses¬ 
sion,  we  heard  some 
grumbling  by  some 
political  leaders  about 
how  arts  jobs  aren't  real  Jobs,  and  there  were 
those  who  questioned  why  the  NEA  funding 
had  to  go  into  the  federal  economic  stimulus 
funding  bill  at  all  (HB645),  since  arts  Jobs 
aren’t  as  good  as  other  Jobs. 

These  Jobs  may  not  pay  $20-$30/hour. 

But  the  director  of  the  summer  theater,  the 
musician  in  the  orchestra,  a  curator  at  a 
museum  and  an  arts  education  manager  at 
a  performing  arts  facility  pay  taxes,  shop  at 
local  stores,  and  are,  as  a  rule,  quite  remark¬ 
able  community  citizens. 


They  are  usually  among  the  most  gener¬ 
ous  with  their  time,  working  well  over  the 
hours  for  which  they  are  paid.  They  contribute 
mightily  with  their  time  or  their  art  to  many 
worthwhile  causes. 

In  fact,  these  Jobs  are  Just  as  important  as 
other  kinds  of  Jobs,  if  not  more  important, 
because  they  help  provide  an  asset  to  the  com¬ 
munity  that  helps  make  it  a  place  people  want 
to  live  in  and  visit,  help  create  a  community’s 
authenticity  and  help  give  it  its  own  unique 
character. 

Although  arts 
Jobs  don’t  necessar¬ 
ily  have  hard  hats  or 
shovels,  they  build 
roads  that  lead  to 
community  vitality. 
And  during  rough  fi¬ 
nancial  times,  the  arts 
help  transport  us  to 
a  better  place  as  we 
watch  a  performance, 
read  a  book  or  visit  a 
museum.  They  allow 
us  to  escape  from  the 
moment,  and  to  share 
events  as  a  family 
-  something  every 
Montanan  holds  dear. 
Is  that  not  valuable? 

The  Fort  Peck 
phenomenon 

In  late  May, 

I  attended  the  40th 
anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  Fort  Peck 
Summer  Theater,  an  absolutely  marvelous  old 
WPA  theater  built  to  show  movies  to  the  dam 
workers  24  hours  a  day  as  the  Fort  Peck  Dam 
was  built.  It’s  a  dandy  operation,  and  presents 
fine  fare  all  summer  long. 

I  have  a  soft  spot  for  the  place  as  my  best 
friend  in  high  school  was  their  first  pianist  for 
several  summers.  1  thought  the  actors  there 
were  all  stars,  and  I  interpreted  the  highly 
operatic  role  of  Madame  Ernestine  in  “Little 
Mary  Sunshine”  in  the  summer  of  1973. 

As  I  drove  from  Billings  through  Jordan 


en  route  (1  had  a  cultural  tourism  meeting 
with  many  of  the  arts  organizations  in  Billings 
at  the  start  of  this  trip),  I  stopped  in  a  gas 
station/caK  in  Jordan  and  ordered  lunch  at 
the  counter.  1  was  sitting  at  a  table  with  some 
locals,  telling  them  1  was  on  my  way  to  Fort 
Peck,  and  one  man  in  khakis  went  over  and 
grabbed  some  brochures  of  the  area.  He  said 
that  the  people  who  stop  in  Jordan  are  those 
who  are  on  their  way  to  the  theater.  That’s 
who  gives  them  business. 

When  1  got  to  Fort  Peck,  1  stayed  in  the 
lovely  old  Fort  Peck  Hotel.  The  owners  are 
Carl  and  Linda  Mann,  with  whom  I  had  sev¬ 
eral  good  chats.  Carl  said  that  the  only  reason 
they  could  stay  in  business  was  because  of  the 
summer  theater  and  the  people  it  attracts  from 
Montana,  North  Dakota  and  Canada. 

So  here  we  have  a  summer  drive  through 
the  most  remote  area  of  the  United  States, 
and  two  powerful  examples  of  the  economic 
impact  of  the  arts.  If  it  can  happen  here,  it  can 
happen  -  and  it  does  happen  -  everywhere. 

Another  road  story 

There  was  another  moment  during  this 
trip  that  typifies  Montana  and  why  I  love  it  so 
much.  This  story  has  to  do  with  the  man  in  the 
khakis  at  the  cafe  in  Jordan. 

When  he  learned  1  was  with  the  arts  coun¬ 
cil,  he  asked  me  if  I  knew  Alan  Goddard,  the 
former  English  teacher  in  Jordan.  1  told  him 
that,  indeed,  1  did. 

In  fact,  Alan  was  a  UM  graduate  several 
years  older  than  I,  and  he  was  quite  legend¬ 
ary  in  our  department.  I  had  also  visited  Alan 
while  he  was  teaching  in  Jordan,  had  a  beer 
with  him  at  the  bar,  and  visited  with  him  and 
Mareta  Brusett  at  the  school  library  (most 
impressive  for  such  a  little  school!),  about  10 
years  ago. 

He  was  immensely  loved  in  that  area  for 
the  great  community  theater  work  he  did 
there,  and  at  the  time,  he  was  directing  a  new 
shT5w.  One  ofTiis  cast  members  came  in  while 
I  was  there.  This  young  lady  was  a  rancher’s 
wife.  She  was  strikingly  beautiful  with  ivory 
skin  and  flowing  red  hair.  She  seemed  to  be  in 
her  early  30s.  And  she  was  already  a  grand¬ 
mother. 

1  asked  her  about  how  she  like  being  in 
Alan’s  shows.  She  paused  as  she  thought,  and 
then  she  told  me  that  rehearsals  had  given  a 
new  purpose  to  her  life. 

The  man  in  the  khakis  at  the  cafe  in  Jordan 
said,  “1  think  that  is  Donna  Smith  (name 
changed).  Did  she  look  like  Reba  McIntyre? 
(Yes.)  Yeah,  she’s  had  a  pretty  rough  life.” 

Yet  again,  10  years  later,  Montana  is  one 
big  town. 

Have  a  great  summer  and  happy  gardening 
to  those  inveterate  gardeners  out  there! 


The  Fort  Peck  Summer  Theatre  brings 
business  to  Jordan  and  the  Fort  Peck 
Hotel,  two  powerful  examples  of  the 
economic  impact  of  the  arts. 


Mark  Kuipers  (from  page  1) 


His  wife,  Kathy  J.  Kuipers,  is  a  sociol¬ 
ogy  professor  at  The  University  of  Montana. 
They  have  two 
children;  Keetje 
Kuipers,  a  Mis¬ 
soula  poet,  was 
recently  awarded 
a  two-year 
Stegner  Fellow¬ 
ship  in  Poetry 
at  Stanford 
University;  and 
son  Jake  is  an 
analyst  with  the 
Congressional 
Budget  Office  in 
Washington,  DC. 

An  avid  fly 
fisherman.  Kui¬ 
pers  serves  on  * 
the  board  of  the 
West  Slope  Chapter  of  Trout  Unlimited  and 
enjoys  bow  hunting,  skiing,  hiking,  mush¬ 
room  hunting  and  writing  non-fiction  articles 


about  his  experiences. 

When  he  moved  to  Montana  five  years  ago 
he  knew  our 
state  had  much 
to  offer  the  out- 
doorsman  and 
was  immediately 
impressed  by 
the  breadth  and 
depth  of  the 
cultural  and  ar¬ 
tistic  life  in  Mis¬ 
soula  and  the 
entire  state  of 
Montana. 

“We  look 
forward  to  wel¬ 
coming  Mark  in 
June  at  his  first 
council  meeting, 
and  plan  to  tap 
into  his  knowledge  bank  immediately  in  the 
many  areas  of  public-value  work  we’re  do¬ 
ing,”  said  Fishbaugh. 


State  of  the  Arts 


State  of  the  Arts  is  published  six  times 
a  year  by  the  Montana  Arts  Council  and 
produced  by  Lively  Times. 

State  of  the  Arts  welcomes  submissions 
of  photographs,  press  releases  and  news¬ 
worthy  information  from  individual  artists 
and  arts  organizations. 

Please  check  with  the  Montana  Arts 
Council  for  reprint  permission. 

Deadline;  The  deadline  for  submissions 
is  July  25,  2009,  for  the  September/Octo¬ 
ber  2009  issue.  Send  items  to:  Montana 
Arts  Council,  PO  Box  202201,  Helena,  MT 
59620-2201;  phone  406-444-6430,  fax 
406-444-6548  or  email  mac@mt.gov. 

Subscriptions:  State  of  the  Arts  is 
available  free  of  charge  to  Montana 
residents  as  a  public  service  of  the 
Montana  Arts  Council.  To  subscribe, 
please  call  406-444-6430,  or  update  or 
sign-up  online  at  www.art.mt.gov.  Out- 
of-state  subscriptions  at  $1 5  per  year 
are  welcome  -  mail  your  check  to  the 
Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box  202201, 
Helena,  MT  59620. 


"Mark  brings  a  very 
different  voice  to  the 
council,  and  one  that  is 
strategically  of  great  value  at 
this  time  in  the  agency's  life, 
when  it  places  such  a 
priority  on  communicating 
the  value  of  the  arts  to  all 
Montanans." 

-  Arlynn  Fishbaugh 
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Congrats  to  ... 


The  producers  of  “Class  C:  The  Only  Game  in  Town.”  The  docu¬ 
mentary,  which  follows  five  Class  C  Montana  girls’  basketball  teams, 
was  nominated  for  five  Northwest  Regional  Emmy  Awards,  presented 
May  30  near  Seattle.  Filmmakers  Shasta  Grenier  and  Justin  Lubke 
won  an  Emmy  for  editing,  as  well  as  nominations  for  directing  and 
photography.  The  film  also  was  nominated  for  best  cultural/historical 
documentary,  and  Chester  composer  Philip  Aaberg  earned  his  sec¬ 
ond  Emmy  nomination  for  arranging  the  music  for  the  documentary. 
The  film,  which  was  screened  on  Montana  PBS,  touches  on  issues  of 
shrinking  school  population,  racial  conflicts  and  teen  pregnancy  while 
following  the  teams  to  the  state  championship.  More  than  170  hours  of 
footage,  shot  in  14  small  Montana  towns,  was  eventually  winnowed  to 
89  minutes  and  five  teams  —  Chester,  Rocky  Boy,  Scobey,  Twin  Bridg¬ 
es  and  state  champs  Reed  Point-Rapelje.  The  documentary  competed 
against  six  others.  The  Montana  PBS  produc¬ 
tion,  “11th  and  Grant  with  Eric  Funk,”  was 
nominated  in  the  audio  category,  marking  the 
program’s  fourth  nomination  since  2006.  The 
Northwest  Chapter  of  The  National  Academy 
of  Television  Arts  and  Sciences  includes  tele¬ 
vision  professionals  in  Washington,  Oregon, 

Idaho,  Alaska  and  Montana. 


Award-winning  Wyoming  house  designed  by  Lori  Ryker  and 
Brett  Nave 


issue  of  Sunset  magazine.  The  award-winning  Wyoming  house  pic¬ 
tured  was  designed  by  Ryker  and  Brett  Nave  of  Ryker/Nave  Design, 
and  is  located  in  the  Wapiti  Valley.  “We  think  about  things  poetically 
and  pragmatically,”  says  Ryker  in  the  Western  Interiors  article.  “That 
shows  in  the  work  we’ve  done  together.”  Ryker  is  the  author  of  Off 
The  Grid:  Modem  Homes  +  Alternative  Energy,  and  a  contributing 
author  to  many  books  on  sustainable  design.  She  is  also  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Artemis  Institute,  which  is  a  nonprofit  organization 
whose  mission  is  to  provide  educational,  de¬ 
sign  and  build  opportunities  for  students  and 
communities  interested  in  the  relationships 
between  art,  architecture  and  the  natural 
world.  The  website  offers  opportunities  and 
scholarships  and  is  always  looking  for  good 
ideas;  learn  more  at  www.artemisinstitute. 
org. 


VSA  arts  of  Montana,  which  received 
the  Excellence  in  Educational  Programming 
Award  for  “far-reaching  and  visionary  pro¬ 
gramming  with  diverse  and  substantial  funding.”  The  2009  National 
Awards  for  Excellence  were  presented  during  VSA  arts’  annual  affiliate 
meeting  in  Washington,  DC.  The  Montana  organization  was  acknowl¬ 
edged  for  offering  artist-in-residency  programs  throughout  the  state, 
in  schools  and  community  sites,  to  a  variety  of  ages  in  every  artistic 
discipline.  “VSA  arts  affiliates  work  tirelessly  throughout  the  year  to 
open  the  doors  of  access  and  bring  opportunities  in  the  arts  to  both 
children  and  adults  with  disabilities,”  said  Soula  Antoniou,  president  of 
VSA  arts.  “It’s  an  honor  to  recognize  their  work  and  reward  them  for  a 
job  well  done.” 

Bozeman  sculptor  Deborah  Butterfield,  who  had  a  solo  exhibi¬ 
tion  April  9-May  9  at  L.A.  Louver  gallery  in  Venice,  CA.  The  show 
included  both  small  and  large-scale  horse  forms,  made  from  a  range 
of  materials  including  cast  bronze,  steel,  copper  and  concrete.  The 
exhibition  is  accompanied  by  a  lavishly  illustrated  280-page  full-color 
catalogue  that  includes  an  interview  between  Butterfield  and  Lawrence 
Weschler,  and  a  foreword  by  L.A.  Louver  director  Kimberly  Davis. 
Featuring  sculptures  created  by  the  artist  over  the  past  decade,  the 
publication  offers  an  in-depth  look  at  both  the  current  show  as  well  as 
previous  exhibitions  and  works  that  have  been  pre.sented  by  Butterfield 
at  L.A.  Louver. 

Great  Falls  sculptor  Ken  May- 
ernik,  who  brought  home  the  Best 
Sculpture  Award  from  the  American 
Royal  Western  Art  Show  and  Sale. 

May  1-2  at  the  American  Royal  head¬ 
quarters  in  Kansas  City,  MO.  After 
a  10-year  hiatus,  the  show  featured 
approximately  80  juried  works.  The 
western  art  show  celebrates  excellence 
in  agrarian  and  western  art;  proceeds 
fund  the  nonprofit  American  Royal 
Association  and  provide  scholarships 
for  art  students.  Mayemik’s  bronze, 

“A  Bit  of  Rain,”  won  top  honors  in  the 
sculpture  category  and  was  sold  via 
live  auction.  His  work  was  also  juried 
into  the  Artists’  Studios  and  Art  Auc¬ 
tion  at  the  Calgary  Stampede  Western  Art  Show,  July  1-9  in  Calgary, 
AB. 


A  selection  from  the  Rhythm  and  Pattern 
Series  by  Suzanne  Truman 


"A  Bit  of  Rain"  by  Ken 
Mayernik 


Great  Falls  artist  Robert  Kercher,  whose  work  was  reproduced 
as  jig-saw  puzzles  by  two  companies.  Ceaco  Co.  of  Newton,  MA, 
released  three  images  -  “Birds  of  Paradise,”  “Aspen  Ballet”  and 
“Camille  and  Koi”  -  this  spring,  and  will  release  three  more  mid-year 
(“Snap  Dragons,”  “Polarized”  and  “Catch 
Camille”).  In  addition,  Ravensburger 
Company  will  release  “Animal  Crackers” 
this  fall.  Great  Falls  outlets  for  the  750- 
piece  puzzles  are  Blue  Ribbon  of  Montana 
and  Amazing  Toys;  Barnes  and  Nobles  also 
carries  Ceaco  puzzles. 

Bozeman  artist  Willem  Volkersz,  who 
has  a  collage  illustration  in  Illustration: 

A  Visual  History,  recently  published  by 
Harry  N.  Abrams.  The  illustration  is  on  the 
theme  of  American  folk  art  and  appeared  in 
the  first  issue  of  26,  published  by  the  Agfa 
Corporation  in  1990.  Author  Steven  Heller 
is  a  leading  authority  on  graphic  design 
and  was  for  many  years  an  art  director  at 
The  New  York  Times.  Co-author  Seymour 
Chwast  is  a  well-known  graphic  designer  and  illustrator  and  co-founder 
of  Push  Pin  Studios  in  New  York  City. 

Livingston  designer  Lori  Ryker,  whose  work  was  featured  in  the 
February /March  issue  of  Western  Interiors  magazine  and  the  January 


"Boycott"  by  Willem 
Volkersz 


Barbara  Van  Cleve 


Bozeman  artist  Suzanne  TVuman,  who 
has  been  awarded  a  LEAW  Foundation 
Fellowship  for  a  fully  funded  one-month  resi¬ 
dency  to  the  Virginia  Center  for  the  Creative  Arts  (VCCA).  The  VCCA 
is  located  in  the  foothills  of  the  Blueridge  Mountains  in  rural  Virginia. 
Truman  will  be  in-residence  with  approximately  20  other  artists  during 
this  working  retreat  for  visual  artists,  writers  and  composers.  From 
May  15-June  22,  Truman  and  her  husband,  Ralph  Wiegmann,  exhib¬ 
ited  their  paintings  at  the  at  the  Cerulean  Gallery  in  Dallas,  TX. 

Big  Timber  photographer  Barbara  Van  Cleve,  who  was  named  the 
next  Treasured  Montana  Artist  by  Secretary  of  State  Linda  McCulloch. 
“The  idea  behind  the  exhibit  is  to  showcase  diverse  talents  and  unique 
artwork  that  has  ties  to  the  Treasure  State.  I’m  pleased  to  announce 
that  the  next  artist  is  not 
only  a  native  Montanan, 
but  a  true  rancher  who 
tells  extraordinary  stories 
from  behind  her  lens,” 
said  McCulloch.  Raised 
on  her  family’s  ranch  near 
Melville,  Van  Cleve  says 
she  is  no  stranger  to  the 
"true  grit”  of  ranch  life.  “1 
wanted  to  share  with  other 
people  how  wonderful 
ranch  life  was,  but  I  could  not  draw,  or  paint,  or  make  things  in  clay. 

So.  I  begged  my  parents  for  a  camera.”  says  Van  Cleve.  She  received  a 
Brownie  box  camera  at  age  11,  “and  that  was  the  beginning  of  my  be¬ 
ing  able  to  share  with  others  my  visions  of  ranch  life.”  The  self-taught 
photographer  resides  in  Big  Timber  where  she  owns  and  operates  a 
private  studio.  Her  work  is  on  display  through  Aug.  31  in  the  Secretary 
of  State’s  office  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Capitol  in  Helena. 

Livingston  artist  John  Banovich,  who  exhibited  three  new  works 
at  the  prestigious  National  Cowboy  and  Western  Heritage  Museum’s 
“Prix  de  West”  Invitational  Art  Exhibition  and  Sale,  June  12-13  in 
Oklahoma  City.  Founded  in  1955,  the  museum  collects,  preserves 
and  exhibits  an  internationally  renowned  collection  of  western  art  and 
artifacts  while  sponsoring  dynamic  educational  programs  and  ground¬ 
breaking  scholarly  research  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  enduring  legacy 
of  the  American  West. 

Encaustic  artist  and  painter  Shawna  Moore  of  Whitefish,  who 
has  a  solo  exhibit  at  Lyndsay  McCandless  Contemporary  in  Jackson, 
WY,  this  July.  Moore,  who  is  one  of  60  Montana  artists  chosen  for 
the  Montana  Triennial  opening  June  26  at  the  Missoula  Art  Museum, 
travels  each  year  to  Jackson  to  show  and  teach  a  three-day  encaustic 
workshop  at  the  Center  for  the  Arts.  Moore’s  solo  exhibition,  “Mo¬ 
saic,”  then  opens  at  Darnell  Fine  Art  in  Santa  Fe,  NM,  Aug.  21. 

Jim  Baken,  Rocky 
Mountain  College  pro¬ 
fessor  of  fine  arts,  who 
is  a  2009  recipient  of  a 
Puffin  Foundation  grant. 
Baken's  request  was  for 
funds  to  frame  existing 
work,  purchase  art  sup¬ 
plies  and  support  ongo¬ 
ing  projects  produced 
on  the  fire  lookout 
tower  in  the  Bitterroot 
National  Forest  where  he  and  his  family  spend  their  summers.  He 
also  will  support  ongoing  projects  associated  with  Robert  Ketchum’s 
Prototopic  Initiative,  which  received  a  2008  Puffin  award.  Ketchum 
is  an  academic  specialist  with  the  RMC  Services  for  Academic  Suc¬ 
cess.  The  Puffin  Foundation,  based  in  Teaneck,  NJ,  provides  support 
for  non-traditionalist  artists  who  might  find  it  difficult  to  otherwise 
acquire  support.  The  award  tops  a  banner  year  for  Baken  who  had  four 
exhibits  of  his  work  during  the  fall  of  2008  and  was  a  guest  lecturer  in 
January  for  Rim  Country  Land  Institute  with  a  talk  titled,  “Producing 
Art  From  the  Land.” 

Continued  on  next  page 


"Dung  Jetty"  by  Jim  Baken 


Send  us  your 
good  news 

Artists,  writers, 
musicians  and  arts 
administrators:  Please 
let  us  know  about 
major  awards  and 
accomplishments, 
especially  beyond  the 
borders  of  Montana. 

Send  your  good 
news  to  Congrats, 
c/o  Lively  Times, 
33651  Eagle  Pass 
Trail,  Charlo,  MT 
59824;  or  email: 
writeus@lively  times, 
com. 

If  you  include  a 
digital  photo,  please 
make  sure  it's  at  least 
150  lines  per  inch  (Ipi 
or  dpi). 
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Efforts  made 
to  keep 
Sacajavvea 
statue  in 
Great  Falls 

Lewis  and  Clark 
buffs  have  agreed  to 
step  forward  to  assist 
an  effort  to  keep  C.A. 
Grende's  statue  of 
Sacajawea  in  Great 
Falls. 

Organizers  hope 
to  raise  $80,000  to 
purchase  the  sculp¬ 
ture  from  the  artist's 
widower  and  place  the 
elegant  bronze  outside 
the  new  federal  court¬ 
house  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Missouri 
River.  The  federal 
courthouse  is  expected 
to  be  occupied  by  July, 
but  the  statue  won't 
be  moved  from  the 
airport  terminal  to 
its  new  spot  outside 
the  courthouse  until 
the  money  has  been 
raised. 

Project  organizer 
Mary  Willmarth  said 
she  has  been  meeting 
with  the  board  of  the 
Portage  Route  Chapter 
of  the  Lewis  &  Clark 
Trail  Heritage  Foun¬ 
dation  in  Great  Falls 
to  give  the  project  a 
boost. 

The  9  1  /2-foot-tall 
statue,  named  "Sacaja- 
wea's  Arduous  jour¬ 
ney,"  was  created  by 
the  Big  Arm  artist,  who 
died  from  pneumonia 
and  cancer  complica¬ 
tions  in  March  2009. 

The  Portage  Route 
Chapter  has  agreed  to 
serve  as  a  501(c)(3) 
organization  for  the 
project,  making  all  do¬ 
nations  tax-deductible. 
Once  the  dollars  have 
been  secured,  the 
chapter  will  become 
the  official  owner  of 
the  statue,  and  it  will 
place  the  statue  on 
permanent  loan  to  the 
new  Missouri  River 
Federal  Courthouse. 

-  from  the  Great  Falls 
Tribune,  May  31 


"Heavy  Shield"  by  Allen  jimmerson 


More  Congrats  to  ... 


Kalispell  artist  Linda  K.  Christensen,  whose  watercolor  paint¬ 
ing  “Water  Masquerade,”  was  accepted  into  the  Carnival  Exhibition, 
on  display  May  3-16  at  the  InterArt  Gallery  in  Chelsea,  NY.  Inter  Art 
showcases  contemporary  surrealist  art. 


Kalispell  artist  Allen  Jimmerson, 
whose  painting,  “Heavy  Shield,”  was 
selected  as  one  of  the  official  centennial 
paintings  for  Glacier  National  Park's 
100th  anniversary.  The  work,  which  was 
unveiled  during  the  annual  “Spring  for 
Glacier”  benefit,  is  included  in  a  touring 
exhibit  before  being  sold  via  auction  at 
next  year’s  “Spring  for  Glacier.” 


West  Yellowstone  poet  Noelle  Sul¬ 
livan,  who  won  second  place  in  the  W.B. 

Yeats  Society  of  New  York’s  2009  poetry  contest.  The  competition 
was  judged  by  Alice  Quinn,  former  poetry  editor  of  The  New  Yorker, 
who  praised  Sullivan’s  poem  “Los  Lunas”  for  its  “limpid,  surefooted 
language.”  The  full  poem  appears  on  the  society’s  website,  www. 
YeatsSociety.org. 

Helena  author  Stan  Lynde,  who  won  the  Western  Writers  of 
America’s  2009  Spur  Award  for  the  original  audiobook  of  his  novel, 
Vendetta  Canyon.  Lynde’s  seventh  published  novel  and  sixth  in  his 
Merlin  Fanshaw  western  series  was  published  by  iUniverse  in  2008 
and  recorded  as  an  audiobook  by  Lynde  for  Books  in  Motion  in  Spo¬ 
kane.  In  congratulating  Lynde  on  his  win.  Spur  Awards  chairman  Jim 
Ersfeld  wrote,  “Since  1953,  the  WWA  Spur  Awards  have  honored  the 
best  in  western  fiction,  non-fiction  and  script  writing.  We  are  honored 
to  add  you  to  this  list  of  the  most  distinguished  western  writers  of 
the  last  half  century.”  Lynde  was  a  finalist  for  the  award  in  2006  for 
the  novel  Marshal  of  Medicine  Lodge  and  in  2007  for  the  audiobook 
of  his  novel  Summer  Snow.  Winners  in  16  categories  were  honored 
June  16-20  at  the  WWA  convention  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Bitterroot  Valley  author  Marty  Essen,  whose  Cool  Creatures,  Hot 
Planet:  Exploring  the  Seven  Continents  won  its  sixth  book  award.  Pub¬ 
lished  in  2006,  the  book  took  first  place  in  the  Animals  category  at  the 
Green  Book  Festival  in  Los  Angeles,  which  honors  books  that  contrib¬ 
ute  to  greater  understanding  and  respect  of  the  changing  worldwide 
environment.  The  winners  were  announced  to  coincide  with  Earth  Day. 
Essen  is  currently  traveling  the  United  States  with  “Around  the  World 
in  90  Minutes,”  the  multimedia  version  of  Cool  Creatures,  Hot  Planet. 
Now  in  his  second  year  of  performing  at  colleges,  museums,  and 
nature  centers,  his  show  has  been  the  Association  for  the  Promotion  of 
Campus  Activities’  number-one  booked  lecture  for  six  months  straight. 
For  more  information,  visit  www.CoolCreaturesHotPlanet.com. 

Missoula  author  Sneed  Collard,  whose  science  book.  Science  War¬ 
riors  -  The  Battle  Against  Invasive  Species,  has  been  named  an  honor 
book  for  the  Green  Earth  Book  Award  for  environmental  literature. 

The  awards,  presented  by  the  Newton  Marasco  Foundation,  highlight 
the  best  in  environmental  reading  for  children  and  young  adults. 

Ninemile  Valley  author  C.W.  Guthrie,  whose  book  Glacier  Na¬ 
tional  Park:  The  First  100  Years  won  an  Independent  Book  Publish¬ 
ers  Association  award  in  the  history  category  and  was  a  finalist  for 
Foreword  Magazine’s  Book  of  the  Year  award.  It  also  earned  the  2009 
Association  of  Partners  for  Public  Lands  Media  and  Partnership  award. 
The  book  was  published  by  Farcountry  Press  of  Helena  and  produced 
in  partnership  with  the  Glacier  Natural  History  Association. 

Bitterroot  Valley  poet  B.J.  Buckley,  whose  poem  titled  “Rapture” 
appeared  in  Issue  43  of  The  Cortland  Review  (www.cortlandreview. 
com),  an  online  magazine  that  features  poetry,  fiction  and  reviews. 
Buckley  has  worked  in  artists-in-schools  programs  throughout  the 
West  for  more  than  30  years.  Her  most  recent  book,  with  co-author 
Dawn  Senior-Trask,  is  Moon  Horses  and  the  Red  Bull,  published  in 
2005  by  ProngHom  Press,  2005).  From  “Rapture”:  “There’s  such  fra¬ 
gility  to  what  we  know  -/  for  most  of  it,  we’re  only  guessing:/  About 
the  advent  of  rain,  last  love,  first  robin,/  the  fate  of  the  soul  -  a  Fall  in 
opposite?  ...” 

The  Lewis  and  Clark  Library  in  Helena,  which  was  presented 
with  the  Pat  Williams  Intellectual  Freedom  Award  at  the  annual  Mon¬ 
tana  Library  Association  (MLA)  Conference.  The  library  was  honored 
for  helping  the  community  understand  the  complex  issues  associated 
with  intellectual  freedom  when  it  faced  a  book  challenge  at  the  library 
this  past  year. 


Series  and  organizing  Bigfork’s  Tamarack  Time  each  autumn  to  benefit 
the  Swan  River  Nature  Trail.  She  was  also  a  continual  advocate  for 
improvements  in  Sliter’s  Park,  including  the  construction  of  the  band 
shell.  The  Darrows  were  enthusiastic  supporters  of  the  Bigfork  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts  and  were  active  in  helping  decorate  Bigfork 
each  Christmas.  The  Community  Foundation  for  a  Better  Bigfork  hon¬ 
ored  her  a  few  years  back  with  its  “Big  Hat”  Award,  an  honor  given  to 
someone  who’s  service  to  the  community  is  exemplary.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Flathead  Lakers  and  served  on  the  Flathead  Basin  Com¬ 
mission,  including  four  years  as  its  chair.  “She  was 
an  incredible  woman  who  had  many  interests  in  the 
arts  and  nature  and  the  well-being  of  Bigfork,”  said 
Shelley  Gonzales,  chairwoman  of  the  Bigfork  Land 
Use  Advisory  Committee. 

-  from  the  Bigfork  Eagle 


The  friends  and  family  of  Carol  Grende 
Carmona.  The  artist,  who  was  53  and  lived  in  Big 
Arm,  died  March  9  from  pneumonia  brought  on  as 
a  complication  of  the  leukemia  she  fought  for  20 
months.  Known  professionally  as  C.A.  Grende,  she 
was  bom  at  Grangeville  in  1955.  Since  childhood 
she  loved  the  story  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  and  was  bom  150  years  to  the 
day  from  when  the  Corps  of  Discovery  traveled  the  Clearwater  River 
near  Kooskia,  where  the  family  lived.  She  lived  most  of  her  life  along 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  trail,  attending  Sacajawea  Junior  High  School 
in  Lewiston,  and  graduating  from  Lewiston  High  School.  She  was 
the  renowned  sculptor  of  several  historical  monuments  of  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  Expedition.  Her  larger-than-life-size  sculpture  of  Lewis 
and  Clark  sh^ng  hands  to  start  their  westward  journey  stands  at  the 
Falls  of  the  Ohio  State  Park  in  Clarksville,  IN,  overlooking  the  Ohio 
River.  Another  monument,  “Sacajawea’s  Arduous  Journey,”  is  to  be 
installed  at  Lewis-Clark  State  College  in  Lewiston  during  the  summer 
of  2009.  Castings  will  also  be  placed  in  Dayton,  WA,  and  Great  Falls. 
Her  final  monument-sized  sculpture  was  the  “We  Will  Never  Forget” 
Veterans  Memorial,  which  was  installed  July  2007  in  Kalispell.  While 
her  monuments  were  the  culmination  of  her  life’s  work,  she  produced 
more  than  100  sculptural  designs,  and  was  also  known  for  her  paintings, 
scratchboards  and  other  artistic  work.  Grende  was  highly  honored  when 
she  was  invited  by  Bud  Clark,  a  direct  descendant  of  William  Clark,  to 
ride  horseback  across  Lolo  Pass  in  the  bicentennial  re-enactment  of  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition. 

Friends  and  family  of  tractor  collector  Carl  Mehmke.  The  long¬ 
time  farmer  and  collector  of  tractor  engines  and  steam  equipment  died 
March  15  at  age  86.  He  was  bom  in  Belt  in  1923  and  farmed  near  Great 
Falls  for  nearly  50  years.  He  ran  the  Mehmke  Museum,  near  Great 
Falls,  which  was  founded  by  his  father,  Walter.  The  museum  had  a  large 
collection  of  steam  and  gas  tractors  and  engines,  antique  farm  equip¬ 
ment  and  other  farm-related  items. 

The  friends  and  family  of  Billings  musician  James  Bernard 
Binkerd.  He  died  March  31  at  age  98.  Binkerd,  who  was  bom  on  a 
homestead  in  eastern  Montana,  grew  up  around  music,  with  his  father 
playing  comet  and  his  mother  playing  guitar  and  mandolin  for  country 
dances.  He  got  his  first  clarinet  when  he  was  1 1  and  music,  especially 
jazz  and  swing,  became  the  focus  of  his  life.  By  the  time  he  was  14, 
he  was  playing  for  dances  in  Forsyth  and  Miles  City;  at  age  16,  he 
dropped  out  of  his  senior  year  at  Billings  Senior  High  School  to  join  a 
traveling  orchestra.  For  the  next  14  years,  he  played  clarinet  and  alto 
saxophone  with  studio  bands  in  Hollywood  and  dance  bands  through¬ 
out  the  United  States  and  Canada.  In  the  1930s,  he  performed  with  the 
Butte  Copper  Kings  Orchestra  at  Columbia  Gardens,  the  recreational 
center  built  by  the  Anaconda  Company.  While  serving  in  the  Army 
during  World  War  II,  he  frequently  performed  with  or  led  army  bands. 

He  moved  to  Billings  after,  the  war,  and  in  the  mid-1960s,  returned  to 
music  as  an  avocation,  performing  with  many  fine  jazz  musicians  in  the 
Billings  area.  He  was  a  regular  at  the  American  Legion  Club  and  the 
BPOE  for  years,  as  well  as  performing  at  area  country  club  dances  and 
for  weddings,  private  parties  and  funerals  until  he  was  in  his  late  80s. 

In  1973,  he  began  a  25-year  courtship  with  Billings  singer  and  vocal 
teacher  Elizabeth  Rowan.  The  two  married  on  St.  Patrick’s  Day,  1998. 

He  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  American  Federation  of  Musicians  and 
represented  Montana  at  its  conventions  in  Hawaii  and  Toronto. 

The  family  and  friends  of  Karen  Leah  Koostra.  She  died  April  15  at 
age  48  in  Portland,  OR,  of  complications  from  a  heart  condition.  Karen, 
whose  sister  Barbara  Koostra  directs  the  Montana  Museum  of  Art  and 
Culture,  was  bom  Feb.  26,  1961,  in  Sioux  City,  lA.  She  graduated  from 
Hellgate  High  School  in  1979  and  attended  The  University  of  Montana, 
where  she  pursued  studies  in  psychology,  flute  and  voice.  She  lived  in 
Washington,  DC,  for  more  than  20  years,  caring  for  literally  hundreds 
of  animal  friends  through  her  “Petcetera”  pet-care  business.  She  had  a 
deep  love  for  the  Earth’s  creatures,  and  volunteered  at  numerous  animal 
shelters;  she  also  had  an  eye  for  beauty,  which  was  reflected  in  her 
home  and  skillful  floral  arrangments. 


Condolences  to  ... 


The  friends  and  family  of  Bigfork  gallery  owner  Elna  Darrow. 

She  died  Feb.  26  at  age  65.  Darrow  and  her  husband,  George,  moved 
to  Bigfork  in  1976,  where  they  owned  Kootenai  Galleries  on  Electric 
Avenue  for  30  years.  During  more  than  three  decades  in  the  Flathead 
Valley,  Darrow  was  involved  in  myriad  community  groups  and  events. 
Doug  Averill,  who  worked  with  Darrow  on  a  variety  of  projects,  told 
the  Bigfork  Eagle,  “She  was  one  of  the  most  consistent,  dedicated 
community  volunteers  that  I  hav?  ever  seen.”  Her  long  list  of  accom¬ 
plishments  includes  helping  to  start  the  annual  Riverbend  Concert 


The  friends  and  family  of  Beverly  B.  Vizzutti.  The  mother  of  re¬ 
nowned  tmmpeter  Allen  Vizzutti  died  May  9  in  Missoula  at  age  83.  She 
was  bom  in  Butte  on  May  21,  1925,  attended  Butte  public  schools  and 
graduated  from  Missoula  County  High  School  and  Hanover  College, 

IN.  She  captured  the  heart  of  a  returning  soldier.  Lido  J.  Vizzutti  Sr. 
in  1945,  and  he  became  her  husband  of  62  years.  Family  and  friends 
admired  her  elegance,  loyalty,  generosity  and  humor. 

The  friends  and  family  of  Jerome  Hummingbird.  The  self-taught 
artist,  who  lived  in  Hardin,  died  May  20  at  age  79.  He  was  bom 
June  27,  1929,  in  Lawton,  OK,  and  served  in  the  Navy  from  1948-1957. 
He  moved  to  the  Crow  Reservation  in  the  1960s,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
Grace,  traveled  extensively  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
displaying  their  artwork  at  powwows  and  other  gatherings. 
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In  Print 


Billings  writers  launch  online  magazine 


The  online  magazine,  Slone's  Throw,  was 
founded  last  year  in  Billings  by  poet  Tami 
Haaland  and  novelist  Russell  Rowland,  with 
website  assistance  from  writer  Malia  Burgess. 

Haaland  says  both  she  and  Rowland  had 
editorial  experience  and  wanted  to  launch  a 
magazine.  “We  liked  the  flexibility  of  publish¬ 
ing  online,”  she  adds. 

The  quarterly  magazine  seeks  to  represent 
quality  poetry,  fiction,  non-fiction  and  art 
from  around  the  world.  Stone's  Throw  has  fea¬ 
tured  the  work  of  writers  and  artists  from  Iran, 
Australia,  the  Netherlands,  Ireland,  Nigeria, 


Brazil,  and  the  U.S.,  including  Montana  writ¬ 
ers  Melissa  Kwasny,  Kris  Saknussemm  and 
Sid  Gustafson.  The  magazine  also  includes 
reviews  and  interviews. 

“So  far  readers  have  responded  positively 
and  we’ve  received  a  steady  stream  of  submis¬ 
sions  from  writers  and  artists  in  the  U.S.  and 
abroad,”  says  Haaland. 

Stone’s  Throw  welcomes  submissions  year 
round,  with  a  word  limit  of  5,000  for  fiction 
and  non-fiction,  and  a  limit  of  five  poems  per 
submission.  See  the  website  at  www.stones 
throwmagazine.com 
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Guide  explores  treasures  of  southwest  Montana 


The  Montana  Preservation  Alliance 
(MPA),  in  cooperation  with  18  communities 
in  Southwest  Montana,  has  released  Of  Sage 
and  Stone:  A  Guide  to  Southwest  Montana 's 
Rural  Treasures. 

This  new  full-color  travel  guide  takes 
visitors  down  back  roads  and  scenic  byways 
to  the  doorsteps  of  artists’  studios,  galleries, 
museums  and  historic  sites.  Also  included 
are  local  shops,  cafes,  inns  and  guest  ranches 
unique  to  the  friendly  small  towns  across  this 
spectacular  stretch  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

“Southwest  Montana  has  some  of  our  best 
kept  secrets,”  says  Christine  Brown,  MPA 
education  and  outreach  director,  “and  this 
book  is  the  key  to  discovering  creative  people 
and  treasured  places  that  make  this  rural 
region  so  special.” 

Travelers  can  choose  from  five  loop  tours 
and  discover  where  history,  culture  eind 


creativity  come  alive.  Meet 
fiber  artists,  wood  carvers, 
and  glass  artists,  see  National 
Historic  Landmarks,  find  art 
and  crafts  studios  and  small 
welcoming  galleries. 

The  journey  starts  in  Butte, 
the  West’s  largest  National 
Historic  Landmark,  and  con¬ 
tinues  northeast  through  the 
Boulder  Valley  Roundabout, 
northwest  into  the  Pathway  to 
the  Pintlers,  and  south  to  the 
Big  Hole  Byway,  Red  Rock 
Valley  Trail  and  Vigilante 
Trail. 

Each  tour  offers  a  distinctive  array  of  at¬ 
tractions  that  offer  an  authentic  one-of-a-kind 
experience,  with  choice  ideas  for  side  trips 
and  annual  events. 


Of  Sage  and  Slone  was 
inspired  by  the  Hands  of 
Harvest  Craft  Trails  of  North 
Central  Montana  guidebook 
and  by  Becky  Anderson’s  The 
Craft  Heritage  Trails  of  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina.  These 
books  were  designed  to 
encourage  creative  enterprise 
and  revitalize  the  economies 
of  rural  regions  formerly 
dependent  on  agriculture  and 
heavy  industry. 

The  guidebook  sells  for  $5 
at  venues  across  Southwest 
Montana  and  online  at  www. 
ofsageandstone.com.  For  more  information, 
contact  Christine  Brown  or  Chere  Jiusto  at  the 
Montana  Preservation  Alliance  at  406-457- 
2822  or  email  christine@preservemontana. 


New  edition  of  Cultural  Treasures 
available  throughout  Montana 


From  Absarokee  to  Wisdom,  the  new 
edition  of  Montana 's  Cultural  Treasures  is 
chockfull  of  information  on  galleries  and 
museums  throughout  the  Treasure  State. 
Bookstores  and  theatres  are  also  listed  in  the 
2009-2010  directory. 

The  Montana  Arts  Council,  Humanities 
Montana,  the  Montana  Historical  Society, 
Travel  Montana  and  Lee  Enterprises  collabo¬ 
rate  on  the  annual  guide,  which  was  launched 
more  than  a  decade  ago.  Listings  are  available 
to  any  establishment  that  has  an  exhibition 
space  open  to  the  public  during  regular  busi¬ 
ness  hours. 


In  an  introduction  to  the  guide.  Gov.  Brian 
Schweitzer  notes  that  Montana  “is  blessed  to 
have  a  thriving  arts  community  that  is  very 
much  alive  in  every  comer  of  our  state.  We 
have  some  of  the  world’s  finest  artists  and  per¬ 
formers  living  and  working  right  here  under 
the  Big  Sky.” 

The  free  guide  is  available  at  galleries, 
museums  and  visitors’  centers  throughout  the 
state;  to  request  copies  or  for  advertising  and 
listing  information,  email  Jacque  Walawander 
atjacque.walawander@lee.net  or  call  800- 
366-7193,  ext.  271. 
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Museunns,  Art  Galleries,  Bookstores  &  Theaters 


Transitions 


Congratulations  and  best 
wishes  to  Dr.  Luis  Millan, 
who  was  recently  named 
conductor  of  the  Butte  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra.  Currently 
the  conductor  of  The  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Montana  Symphony 
Orchestra,  Millan  is  looking 
forward  to  leading  Montana’s 
oldest  symphony  in  concerts 
at  the  historic  Mother  Lode 
Theatre  in  Butte.  He  earned 
his  doctorate  from  Michi¬ 
gan  State  University,  and 
has  10  years  of  conducting 
experience.  In  addition  to  his 
duties  with  the  UM  orchestra,  Millan  is  the  current  conductor  of  the 
Montana  Lyric  Opera.  He’s  also  an  accomplished  classical  guitar¬ 
ist,  who  has  perfonned  concerts  around  the  world.  “We  are  really 


Dr.  Luis  Millan 


excited  to  have  Luis  directing  our  orchestra  during  this  upcoming 
60th  season,”  said  David  Sabado,  president  of  the  Butte  Symphony 
Association.  “We  are  bringing  in  a  great  conductor  who  lives  in 
Montana,  and  planning  wonderful  music  for  our  60th  anniversary 
celebration.”  The  Symphony  Chorale,  directed  by  Dr.  Gary  Funk, 
will  also  be  an  integral  part  of  the  2009/20 1 0  celebration  of  sym¬ 
phonic  music  played  in  the  Mining  City  over  the  past  six  decades. 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  Stephen  Kalm,  who  was 
recently  appointed  dean  of  The  University  of  Montana’s  College 
of  Visual  and  Performing  Arts.  The  award-winning  vocalist,  opera 
singer  and  music  professor  has  served  as  interim  dean  since  Shirley 
Howell  retired  in  May  2008.  Kalm  joined  the  UM  faculty  in  1994, 
and  served  as  chair  of  the  music  department  from  2002-2008.  He 
holds  three  degrees  in  vocal  perfonnance  -  a  bachelor’s  from  the 
San  Francisco  Conservatory  of  Music,  a  master's  from  Queen’s 
College  and  a  doctorate  from  the  City  University  of  New  York. 

-  From  the  Missoulian 


Reading  period 
opens  Aug.  1 
for  Front  Range 
Review 

The  reading  period 
for  submissions  to 
the  201 0  issue  of  The 
Front  Range  Review 
is  Aug.  1  -Nov.  7. 

The  literary  journal 
(formerly  MO:  Writ¬ 
ings  from  the  River)  is 
published  annually 
by  the  Front  Range 
Writers,  a  nonprofit 
organization  of  Great 
Falls  writers. 

The  journal  features 
work  by  award-win¬ 
ning  writers  from 
Montana  and  around 
the  world,  and  also 
provides  a  venue  for 
unknown  writers  to 
publish  their  work. 

The  group  also 
hosts  monthly  read¬ 
ings  at  7  p.m.  on  the 
second  Thursday  of 
each  month  at  Hast¬ 
ings  Books'  Hard  Back 
Cafe. 

The  writers'  second 
annual  fundraising 
event.  The  Super 
Mega  Garage  Sale, 
is  slated  for  8  a.m.- 
3  p.m.  June  27-28  at 
Rosenbaum  Con¬ 
struction,  1 208  1 0th 
Ave.  North  in  Great 
Falls.  Proceeds  go 
toward  printing  the 
journal. 

"Very  few  liter¬ 
ary  journals  make 
enough  money  to 
support  themselves," 
said  Traci  Rosen¬ 
baum,  chair  of  the 
writers  group  and 
one  of  the  journal's 
editors.  "Grant  mon¬ 
ey  is  difficult  to  come 
by,  so  we  go  out  and 
raise  our  own  funds 
each  year." 

For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Rosenbaum 
at  406-799-5321  or 
visit  www.frontrange 
review.org. 
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A.B.  Guthrie 
joins  ranks  of 
Outstanding 
Montanans 

A.B.  Guthrie, 
journalist  and  Pulitzer 
Prize-winning  novel¬ 
ist,  was  one  of  the 
latest  inductees  into 
the  Gallery  of  Out¬ 
standing  Montanans 
in  the  Montana  Capi¬ 
tol  during  a  celebra¬ 
tion  April  1 6. 

Guthrie  was  a  long¬ 
time  resident  of  the 
Choteau  area  and 
author  of  such  clas¬ 
sic  portrayals  of  the 
American  West  as  The 
Big  Sky,  The  Way  West 
and  These  Thousand 
Hills.  He  also  wrote 
the  screenplays  for 
the  movie  classics 
"Shane"  and  "The 
Kentuckian." 

Guthrie,  who 
earned  a  bachelor's 
in  journalism  at  The 
University  of  Mon¬ 
tana  in  1 923,  re¬ 
ceived  the  prestigious 
Nieman  Fellowship 
at  Harvard  University, 
where  he  began  his 
writing  career,  pub¬ 
lishing  The  Big  Sky  in 
1947. 

He  returned  to 
Montana  in  1 956 
where  he  contin¬ 
ued  his  writing,  and 
became  an  outspo¬ 
ken  advocate  for  the 
preservation  of  Mon¬ 
tana's  wild  lands, 
especially  along  the 
Rocky  Mountain 
Front.  He  died  in 
1 991  at  his  home 
facing  Ear  Mountain 
near  Choteau. 

Sen.  Lee  Metcalf, 
who  represented 
Montana  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  from  1953-1961 
and  in  the  U.S.  Sen¬ 
ate  from  1961-1978, 
was  also  inducted. 


About  Books 


The  Pass 

By  Thomas  Savage 

Published  2009  by  Drumiummon  Institute 

and  Riverbend  Publishing  of  Flelena,  MT 
$12.95  softcover 

Montana-grown  author  Thomas  Savage's 
first  book,  originally  published  in  1944,  returns 
to  print,  bringing  with  it  the  writer’s  profound 
empathy  and  sensitivity  to  the  harsh  western 
landscape  and  the  people  who  struggled  to 
survive  drought  and  endless  winters. 

Young  Jess  Bentley  buys  a  ranch  in  sparsely 
settled  Florse  Prairie  in  southwestern  Montana 

-  300  miles  from  his  family  ranch  in  Wyoming 

-  and  builds  a  home  there  for  his  beloved  new 
wife.  Beth:  "All  this  his  own  thought,  his  own 
doing,  their  house,  their  life,  their  prairie.”  But  life  on  the  high  plains  exacts  a 
terrible  toll.  When  a  kind  old  trapper  freezes  to  death  in  a  blizzard,  Beth  says, 
prophetically,  "The  prairie  killed  him.  He  loved  the  prairie  and  it  killed  him.” 

The  author,  who  died  in  2003,  grew  up  in  Hofse  Prairie,  near  Dillon,  and 
nearby  Lemhi,  Idaho,  He  studied  writing  in  Missoula,  graduated  from  Colby 
College  in  Waterville,  ME,  and  remained  on  the  East  Coast  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  "But  The  Pass,  and  the  majority  of  his  fiction,  insistently  proves  he  never 
left  home,"  writes  O.  Alan  Weltzien  in  the  introduction.  His  better-known 
novels  include  The  Power  of  the  Dog  and  The  Sheep  Queen. 

Savage's  friend.  Wyoming  writer  Annie  Proulx,  writes  that  The  Pass  "is 
studded  with  brilliant  portraits  that  display  Savage's  masterly  ability  to  show 
the  inner  lives  of  characters,  especially  women  ...” 

Reading  Savage  for  the  first  time  is  like  unearthing  a  gem,  his  characters 
complex  and  his  writing  sharp-edged  and  gleaming. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


The  Pass 

Thomas  $avac( 


Lanterns  on  the  Prairie  TheBlackfeet 

Photographs  of  Walter  McCUntock 
Edited  by  Steven  L.  Crafe 
Published  March  2009  by  the  University 

of  Oklahoma  Press,  Norman,  OK 
$34.95  softcover 

When  Walter  McClintock  arrived  on  the 
Blackfeet  Indian  Reservation  in  1896,  he  found 
a  culture  in  flux.  Best-known  for  his  books  about 
that  era.  The  Old  North  Trail  and  Old  Indian 
Trails,  few  of  his  more  than  2,500  images, 
recorded  during  seven  summer  visits,  had  been 
published. 

This  volume  offers  a  sampling  of  those  photos,  including  some  that  were 
elegantly  colorized  and  copied  as  lantern  slides,  and  provides  a  mesmerizing 
visual  chronicle  of  tribal  culture  at  the  turn  of  the  last  century. 

McClintock,  who  was  adopted  into  the  tribe,  took  most  of  his  photographs 
during  the  annual  Sun  Dance  encampments.  Although  he  never  documented 
the  harsh  realities  of  reservation  life,  his  images  capture  a  fascinating  qrray 
of  ceremonial  and  cultural  activities,  as  well  as  portraying  individual  tribal 
members. 

Two  Montanans  contribute  essays  to  this  in-depth  exploration  of  Mc- 
Clintock’s  work  and  career.  William  Farr,  history  professor  at  The  University 
of  Montana  and  associate  director  of  the  O’Connor  Center  for  the  Rocky 
Mountain  West,  wrote  “A  Point  of  Entry;  The  Blackfeet  Adoption  of  Walter 
McClintock”;  and  Blackfeet  member  Darrell  Robes  Kipp,  director  of  the  Pie- 
gan  Insdtute  in  Browning,  authored  “Completing  the  Circle.”’ 

In  his  essay,  Kipp  recalls  finding  McClintock’s  books  and  later,  seeing  his 
images.  “Although  it  is  a  select  record  without  the  full  camera  pan.  it  serves 
well  as  a  pristine  record  of  a  people  worthy  of  portrayal,”  he  writes.  The 
children  who  now  inhabit  the  reservation,  he  adds,  “are  the  affirmation  that 
the  Blackfeet  people  remain  as  beautiful  and  intriguing  today  as  they  were  in 
Walter  McClintock’s  day.” 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


Regurgitations  of  a  Montana 

Woodsman 
By  Craig  E.Thomas 
Published  2009  by  Stoneydale  Press 

Publishing  Company,  5tevensville,  MT 
$20  softcover 

Three  years  ago,  forester  Craig  Thomas  of 
Stevensville  was  close  to  death  as  the  result  of 
a  horrific  accident  that  occurred  when  he  was 
bucked  from  a  horse  at  the  outset  of  a  hunting 
trip.  Little  did  he  realize  then  that  he’d  end  up 
writing  a  book  about  restoring  his  own  health 
and  way  of  life,  while  offering  an  insightful 
commentary  on  his  own  profession  in  the  wake 
of  that  incident. 

Regurgitations  of  a  Montana  Woodsman  is  a  collection  of  reminiscences, 
humor  and  hard-hitting  commentary  on  the  state  of  the  wood-products  industry 
in  Montana  -  all  intended  to  demonstrate  the  triumph  of  the  human  spirit  in 
coping  with  circumstances  beyond  one’s  control. 

The  book  chronicles  the  author’s  personal  journey  since  he  came  to  Mon¬ 
tana  from  the  Midwest  to  attend  the  School  of  ForesUy  at  The  University  of 
Montana  in  the  late  1960s  and  his  subsequent  career  as  a  “Montana  woods¬ 
man,”  including  experiences  as  a  forester  working  for  large  timber  companies 
and  managing  his  own  business. 

The  book  also  includes  numerous  illustrations  and  photos;  an  essay,  “Log 
It  To  Save  It,”  by  noted  environmental  writer  Peter  Stark  of  Missoula;  and  a 
foreword  by  Stevensville  author  and  public-policy  commentator  Dale  A.  Burk, 
who  calls  Thomas’s  story  “insightful  and  uplifting.” 

Visit  www.stoneydale.com  for  details. 


Dying  to  Hunt  in  Montana 

Two  Hundred  Years  of  Hunting  Related 

Fatalities  in  Montana 
By  Tom  Donovan 

Published  2009  by  Portage  Meadows 

Publishing,  Great  Falls,  MT 
$20  softcover 

Accounts  of  over  a  thousand  hunters  who 
died  enjoying  the  outdoor  sport  they  loved  fill 
the  pages  of  this  index  of  Montana  mishaps. 

The  book’s  author,  Tom  Donovan,  has  cat¬ 
egorically  organized  the  causes  of  death  by  neg¬ 
ligence,  by  companion,  lost  or  missing,  mistaken 
for  game,  health  reasons,  water  deaths,  killed  by 
animals,  murder,  deadly  falls,  vehicle  accidents,  and  many  others. 

Some  of  the  more  unusual  fatalities  were  caused  by  hunters  falling  out  of 
the  sky  while  coyote  hunting,  falling  off  bicycles  and  other  vehicles,  as  well  as 
a  rare  case  of  the  bubonic  plague. 

While  specifically  labeling  it  as  not  being  an  “anti-hunting”  book,  Donovan 
acknowledges  the  interesting  history  of  hunting  in  Montana  while  promoting 
safety  with  the  sport  in  general. 

Donovan,  from  Great  Falls,  has  written  several  family  histories  as  well  as 
other  Montana  histories. 


A  Father  and  an  Island  Reflections 
on  Loss 

By  O.  Alan  Weltzien 
Published  2008  by  Lewis-Clark  Press, 

Lewiston,  ID 
$18  softcover 

0.  Alan  Weltzien  has  skillfully  incorporated 
a  loving  tribute  to  his  father  with  the  history  of 
a  place  his  family  called  home  during  his  child¬ 
hood  summers,  a  cabin  on  Camano  Island  in 
Puget  Sound. 

Robert  Weltzien  died  much  too  soon,  of  ALS, 
in  1997.  In  this  memoir,  his  son  reflects  at  depth 
not  only  about  his  relationship  with  his  father, 
but  the  kinship  with  his  own  sons. 

Weltzien  offers  vivid  descriptions  of  idyllic  summer  days  in  this  Pacific 
Northwest  paradise  that  make  the  reader  envious.  He  also  recounts  the  gradual 
changes  to  the  area  as  people  and  commerce  change  not  only  the  physical  ap¬ 
pearance,  but  the  social  climate  of  the  close-knit  island  community. 

Through  it  all,  the  one  constant  is  the  cabin  and  his  relationship  with  his 
parents.  There  is  “sure  footing”  to  be  found  whenever  he  returns  to  this  famil¬ 
iar  ground,  now  with  his  own  family. 

Weltzien  is  a  professor  of  English  at  The  University  of  Montana  Western. 
He  is  the  author  of  books  on  Rick  Bass  and  John  McPhee,  and  most  recently 
edited  The  Norman  Maclean  Reader. 

-  Judy  Shafter 

The  Missing  Stories 

Stories  about  three  generations  of  a  Dutch 
Jewish  family  in  the  20th  century 
before-during-after  World  War  II 
By  Elise  C.  Dubois 

Published  November  2008  by  CigaBoek.nl, 

Heerhugowaard,  The  Netherlands 
$27.50  softcover 

Former  Lewistown  resident  Elise  G.  Du¬ 
bois,  who  died  in  2006  before  completing  the 
manuscript  for  The  Missing  Stories,  grew  up  in 
Holland  during  World  War  11.  As  she  grew  older, 
she  began  to  delve  into  her  family’s  wartime 
experience,  discovering  that  her  Jewish  mother 
had  lost  46  family  members  to  the  Holocaust. 

In  her  book,  Dubois  struggles  to  unveil  a  childhood  clouded  by  loss  and 
confusion,  while  also  exploring  her  family’s  more  pastoral  pre-war  history,  and 
her  own  odyssey  as  a  mother,  nurse  and,  finally,  a  writer  in  the  United  States. 

Her  brother,  Wout,  published  the  manuscript  to  honor  a  commitment  he 
made  to  his  sister  before  she  died.  Her  last  years  were  spent  in  Lewijtown, 
where  she  moved  in  2001,  joined  the  Lewistown  Writers  Group  and  began 
working  on  her  book. 

Although  the  narrative  seems  jumbled  at  times,  the  stories  themselves  are 
poignant  and  well  written  and  reveal  how  horrors  like  the  Holocaust  reverber¬ 
ate  for  generations. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


Dying  To  Hunt 
In  Montana 

Two  Hundred  Years  of  Hunting 
Related  Fatalities  In  Montana 


Under  the  Big  Sky  A  Biography  of 

A.B.  Guthrie  jr. 

By  lackson  J.  Benson 

Published  May  1,  2009  by  the  University  of 

Nebraska  Press,  Lincoln,  NB 
$29.95  hardcover 

The  icon  of  western  literature  A.B.  “Bud” 

Guthrie  Jr.  brought  a  blazing  realism  to  the  story 
of  the  West.  That  realism,  which  astounded  and 
even  shocked  some  readers,  came  out  of  the  depth 
of  Guthrie’s  historical  research  and  an  acuity  that 
had  seldom  been  seen  in  the  work  of  western 
novelists. 

In  Under  the  Big  Sky,  the  latest  in  his  series  of 
biographies  of  western  writers,  Jackson  J.  Benson  details  the  life  and  work  of 
this  giant  on  the  western  literary  landscape. 

Benson  illuminates  the  details  of  Guthrie’s  upbringing  in  the  small  town 
of  Choteau,  his  education,  the  influence  of  his  intellectually  inclined  father, 
his  work  as  a  newspaperman  in  Kentucky,  and  his  time  at  Harvard  University. 
Animated  by  the  observations  of  friends,  family  and  fellow  authors,  this  inti¬ 
mate  account  offers  rare  insight  into  the  life  and  work  of  a  remarkable  writer. 

Benson  is  an  emeritus  professor  of  English  at  San  Diego  State  University. 
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About  Books 


stick  Horses  and  other  stories  of 

Ranch  Life 
By  Wallace  McRae 
Published  2009  by  Gibbs  Smith, 

Layton,  UT 
$19.99  hardcover 

Cowboy  poet  Wallace  McRae  credits  his 
memoir,  Stick  Horses  and  Other  Stories  of 
Ranch  Life,  to  pal  and  poet  Paul  Zarzyski  and  a 
conversation  the  two  men  had  several  years  ago 
while  McRae  was  looking  “worse  than  dead,” 
following  emergency  open-heart  surgery. 

Zarzyski  implored  his  friend  to  recover  and 
write  down  his  stories,  not  as  poems,  but  as 
prose.  “Write  them  just  like  you  tell  them.” 

Despite  McRae’s  protest  (“I  just  can’t  get 
them  to  fit  in  meter  and  rhyme”),  the  cadence  of  poetry  seeps  into  these  tales 
about  his  life  on  the  Rocker  Six  Ranch  along  Rosebud  Creek  in  southeastern 
Montana.  The  collection  reveals  the  qualities  that  make  McRae  one  of  the 
luminaries  at  the  annual  Cowboy  Poetry  Gathering  in  Elko,  NV:  vivid  recollec¬ 
tion  of  detail,  an  ear  for  the  music  of  language  and  wry  humor. 

McRae  -  author  of  The  Cowboy  Curmudgeon  and  a  recipient  of  a  National 
Heritage  Fellowship  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  -  delves  into 
family  history  and  affectionately  describes  the  tough,  sturdy  neighbors  and 
rough-edged  ranch  hands  that  inhabit  the  far-flung  reaches  of  Rosebud  Country. 
He  deftly  sketches  a  cowhand:  “stirrups  let  out  to  the  last  hole,  boot  heels 
down,  toes  up,  Chihuahua  spurs  chinging,  erect  as  the  Eiffel  Tower ...” 

The  author  was  clearly  paying  attention  to  the  storytellers  that  he  grew  up 
listening  to,  before  television  or  radio  co-opted  our  long  history  of  tale-swap¬ 
ping  as  entertainment. 

1  grew  up  amid  old-timers,  brimming  with  stories.  McRae  captures  the  voic¬ 
es  of  those  generations,  mostly  gone  now,  who  lived  close  to  the  land.  When 
I  read  his  stories,  I  hear  my  parents,  grandparents  and  great-grandmother,  and 
feel  thankful  that  he  got  it  right. 

Better  yet:  My  son,  25,  who  caught  just  the  tail-end  of  the  storytellers  in  our 
family,  picked  up  Stick  Horses  the  other  day  and  read  a  few  chapters.  “Great 
book,”  he  said. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 

All  Our  Stories  Are  Here  Criticai 

Perspectives  on  Montana  Literature 
Edited  by  Brady  Harrison 
Published  June  1,  2009,  by  University  of 

Nebraska  Press,  Lincoln,  NB 
$50  hardcover 

This  wide-ranging  collection  of  essays 
addresses  a  diverse  and  expanded  vision  of 
Montana  literature,  offering  new  readings  of  both 
well-known  and  overlooked  texts. 

Although  a  handful  of  Montana  writers  such 
as  Richard  Hugo,  A.B.  Guthrie  Jr.,  D’Arcy 
McNickle  and  James  Welch  have  received 
considerable  critical  attention,  sizable  gaps 
remain  in  the  analysis  of  the  state’s  ever-growing 
and  ever-evolving  literary  legacy.  The  12  essays  in  All  Our  Stories  Are  Here 
not  only  build  on  the  exemplary  work  of  other  writers  but  also  open  further 
interpretative  and  critical  conversations. 

Brady  Harrison  is  a  professor  of  English  at  The  University  of  Montana. 

He  is  the  author  of  Agent  of  Empire:  William  Walker  and  the  Imperial  Self  in 
American  Literature  and  the  editor  of  a  scholarly  edition  of  Richard  Harding 
Davis’s  Soldiers  of  Fortune. 

Contributors  include  William  W.  Bevis,  Nancy  Cook,  Steve  Davenport, 
Tamas  Dobozy,  Roger  Dunsmore,  Brady  Harrison,  Matthew  Jockers,  Gregory 
L.  Morris,  Karl  Olson,  Andrea  Opitz,  Jim  Rains,  Lois  Welch  and  0.  Alan 
Weltzien. 

Double  Eagle 

By  Sneed  B.  Collard  III 
Published  2009  by  Peachtree  Publishers, 

Atlanta,  GA 
$16.95  hardcover 

For  13-year-old  Mike,  who  is  spending  a  few 
months  with  his  biology-professor  father  at  a  ma¬ 
rine  lab  on  Shipwreck  Island  for  the  University 
of  West  Florida,  and  his  new  friend  Kyle,  fishing, 
swimming  and  flirting  with  the  local  college  girls 
seems  like  it’ll  be  plenty  to  fill  up  their  summer. 

But  when  the  boys  learn  of  treasure  hunters 
off  the  coast  of  Shipwreck  Island,  their  curiosity 
is  piqued. 

After  investigating  the  tale  of  the  Skink,  a 
sunken  Confederate  warship  loaded  with  gold,  they  decide  to  leave  it  up  to  the 
hunters.  That  is,  until  they  stumble  across  a  valuable  coin  in  an  old  military 
fort.  A  coin,  they  learn,  that  isn’t  supposed  to  even  exist. 

Could  this  be  one  of  the  fabled  pieces  left  from  the  Skink?  With  the  treasure 
hunters  hot  on  their  heels  and  just  as  hungry  for  gold  as  Mike  and  Kyle,  they 
begin  the  search  for  lost  gold  from  Civil  War  times. 

Missoula  writer  Sneed  Collard  III  weaves  a  spellbinding  tale  of  adventure 
that  all  ages  can  enjoy. 

Collard  is  a  biologist,  speaker  and  author  of  more  than  50  books  for  young 
readers.  He  has  won  several  prestigious  writing  awards  including  the  2007 
Green  Earth  Book  Award,  the  2005  Henry  Bergh  Children’s  Book  Award,  and 
the  prized  2006  Washington  Posts  ’s  Children’s  Book  Guild  Nonfiction  Award. 

Learn  more  about  the  author  at  sneedbcollardiii.com. 

-  Spencer  Shafter 


Historic  Photos  of  Montana 

Text  and  captions  by  Gary  Glynn 
Turner  Publishing  Company, 

Nashville,  TN 
$39.95  hardcover 

Fourth  generation  Montanan  Gary 
Glynn  has  been  writing  about  Montana 
for  more  than  two  decades.  He  is  the 
author  of  Montana’s  Home  Front  During 
World  War  II,  numerous  articles  for  both 
national  and  regional  magazines  and  is 
a  longtime  contributor  to  the  Missoulian 
newspaper. 

In  assembling  the  photographs  for  his  book.  Historic  Photos  of  Montana, 
the  author  chose  pictures  to  illustrate  various  aspects  of  history  through 
“architecture,  public  spaces,  commerce  and  infrastructure.” 

Scenes  of  early  settlements  with  crude  structures  and  tents  are  mingled 
with  handsome  brick  buildings  and  shots  from  downtown  Missoula  and 
Helena. 

Assemblies  of  military  troops,  miners,  loggers  and  school  children  pose 
for  the  cameras  of  notable  photographers  R.H.  McKay  and  Stan  Healy.  Famed 
Native  American  photographic  chronicler  Edward  S.  Curtis  is  also  represented 
in  this  work. 

The  preface  to  this  book  suggests  that  we  learn  from  the  past,  and  that  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  less  subjective  than  an  author's  words,  leaving  the  observer  to 
form  his  own  untainted  perspective  of  a  scene. 

Many  of  these  original  photographs  reside  in  archival  collections  that  are 
not  easily  accessed  by  the  general  public.  With  the  assistance  of  the  Mansfield 
Library  at  The  University  of  Montana,  the  Historical  Museum  at  Fort  Missoula 
and  the  Library  of  Congress,  Glynn  has  gleaned  a  treasure  trove  of  images  that 
illustrate  the  many  faces  and  places  of  our  state’s  rich  and  colorful  history. 

-  Judy  Shafter 

Glacier  National  Park  The  first 
100  Years 
By  C.W.  Guthrie 

Published  2008  by  Farcountry  Press, 

Helena,  MT 
$39.95  hardcover 

In  C.W.  Guthrie’s  fifth  book  on  her 
beloved  Glacier  National  Park,  the 
author  pays  stunning  tribute  to  the  100th 
birthday  of  a  glorious  piece  of  the  natural 
world,  and  the  people  who  have  worked 
hard  to  preserve  it  for  generations  to 
come. 

Guthrie  has  set  forth  a  meticulous 
chronology  of  the  park’s  history,  beginning  with  a  geologic  explanation  of  its 
rock  formations  and  geomorphic  setting. 

In  words  and  pictures,  we  move  through  the  era  when  Native  Americans 
roamed  park  environs,  the  arrival  of  the  first  white  explorers,  the  railroad 
years,  construction  of  the  Going-to-the-Sun  Highway,  wildfires,  floods,  wild¬ 
life  incidents,  the  much  loved  Red  Buses,  and  more. 

The  book  is  lavishly  illustrated  with  photographs  and  paintings.  Guthrie 
skillfully  recounts  everything  from  the  heydays  of  luxury  backcountry  camps 
to  our  present  concerns  for  over-use  and  global  warming. 

The  First  100  Years  also  recounts  the  influences  of  a  plethora  of  colorful 
characters,  including  railroad  magnate  James  J.  Hill,  artist  Charlie  Russell,  au¬ 
thor  James  W.  Schultz,  outlaw  and  poacher  Joe  Cosley  and  naturalist  George 
Bird  Grinnell. 

The  book,  produced  in  partnership  with  the  Glacier  Natural  History  Asso¬ 
ciation,  won  an  Independent  Book  Publishers  Association’s  2009  Ben  Franklin 
Award  and  ForeWord  Magazine ’s  Book  of  the  Year  award.  This  beautiful  trib¬ 
ute  to  one  of  our  nation’s  natural  treasures  also  earned  the  2009  Association  of 
Partners  for  Public  Lands  Media  and  Partnership  Award. 

Charles  Fritz 

1 00  Paintings  Illustrating  the  Journals 
of  Lewis  and  Clark  -  The  Complete 
Collection 

By  Charles  Fritz,  with  a  foreword  by 
Timothy  Peterson 
Published  May  2009  by  Farcountry 
Press,  Helena,  MT 
$34.95  hardcover 

This  new  book  by  Billings  artist 
Charles  Fritz  unites  exquisite  western  art 
with  one  of  our  nation’s  greatest  epics. 

The  result  of  a  decade  of  compre¬ 
hensive  research  and  on-location  painting,  the  100  works  depict  the  triumphs 
and  travails  of  the  Corps  of  Discovery’s  two-and-a-half-year  trek  through 
unknown  territory  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  back  between  1804  and  1806. 

Although  several  members  of  the  Corps  of  Discovery  kept  journals,  an 
artist  did  not  accompany  the  expedition.  Unlike  almost  every  expedition  since, 
no  one  visually  documented  the  unique  people,  landscapes,  animals  and  plants 
never  before  seen  by  Americans  living  in  the  East. 

With  artistry  and  a  passion  for  historical  accuracy,  Fritz  brings  the  Journals 
of  Lewis  and  Clark  visually  to  life,  telling  this  remarkable  American  story. 

The  100-painting  collection  included  in  this  book  also  tours  the  U.S.  in  2009. 

The  artist  grew  up  in  Mason  City,  lA,  and  studied  history  and  education  at 
Iowa  State  University  in  Ames.  His  luminous  paintings  of  the  West  have  been 
included  in  many  museums  and  exhibitions  across  the  country,  and  featured  in 
many  magazines,  periodicals  and  books, 

“If  Lewis  and  Clark  had  selected  an  artist  to  accompany  them  on  their  his¬ 
toric  journey,  no  doubt  they  would  have  chosen  a  painter  with  a  keen  eye  and 
an  adventurous  spirit  -  someone  like  Charles  Fritz,”  writes  B.  Byron  Price, 
director  of  the  Charles  M.  Russell  Center  for  the  Study  of  Art  of  the  American 
West  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma. 

More  Books  on  next  page 
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Collection  wins 
Independent 
Publisher 
Book  Award 

The  Baseball  Field 
at  Night,  the  last 
collection  of  poems 
completed  by  Patricia 
Goedicke  before 
her  untimely  death 
in  2006,  has  been 
named  winner  of  the 
Cold  Medal  (First 
Place)  in  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Publisher  Book 
Award  in  Poetry. 

Lost  Florse  Press 
of  Sandpoint,  ID,  re¬ 
leased  the  collection 
in  2008.  Goedicke 
was  the  author  of  1 3 
books  of  poetry,  one 
of  which.  As  Earth 
Begins  to  End,  was 
recognized  by  the 
American  Library 
Association  as 
one  of  the  top  1 0 
poetry  books  of  the 
year  2000. 

During  her  career, 
Goedicke  received  a 
National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts  Creative 
Writing  Fellowship, 
and  won  the  William 
Carlos  Williams  Prize 
for  Poetry  from  New 
Letters  magazine.  She 
taught  in  the  creative 
writing  program 
at  The  University 
of  Montana  for  25 
years,  where  she  was 
considered  a  pro¬ 
foundly  engaged  and 
insightful  teacher  of 
poetry. 

The  Independent 
Publisher  Book 
Awards,  launched  in 
1 996,  were  designed 
to  bring  increased 
recognition  to  the 
deserving  but  often 
unsung  titles  pub¬ 
lished  by  indepen¬ 
dent,  university  and 
small  presses.  Over 
1,800  publishers  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  2008 
awards,  from  all  50 
states  and  1 9  other 
countries.  Visit  www. 
losthorsepress.org  for 
more  information. 


Music  therapy 
helps  keep 
mind  and  body 
in  tune 

The  Arts  and  Qual¬ 
ity  of  Life  Research 
Center  at  Temple  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Philadelphia 
recently  did  a  study 
at  Congresso  de  Lati¬ 
nos  Unidos,  a  com¬ 
munity  organization, 
to  find  out  how  music 
therapy  affects  Latina 
women  with  cardio¬ 
vascular  disease. 

According  to  an 
article  posted  at 
Philly.com  (May  14, 
2009),  the  therapy 
sessions  used  cultur¬ 
ally  relevant  music 
to  teach  the  women 
how  music  could  be 
beneficial  in  manag¬ 
ing  stress,  relaxation, 
self-expression  and 
group  cohesion. 
Participants  wrote 
songs  together  and 
experimented  with 
musical  improvisation 
and  singing. 

-  From  the  Society 
for  Arts  in  Healthcare 
News  Brief, 
www.thesah.org 
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As  Is 

By  Sheryl  Noethe 

Published  2009  by  Lost  Horse  Press, 

Sandpoint,  ID 
$16.95  softcover 

Missoula  poet  Sheryl  Noethe  strides 
fearlessly  through  the  province  of  poets 
-  a  sometimes  dark  and  mysterious  terrain 
of  suffering  and  redemption  -  in  her  new 
collection.  As  Is. 

Near  the  end  of  a  long  poem,  “Water, 

Outlaws,  A  Haunting,”  she  writes,  “We  do 
not  choose  to  be  bom  or  to  love./  It  is  our 
correspondencey  why  the  horse  wants  to 
run.  ...”  She  could  be  describing  poetry 
itself. 

Actor  Martin  Sheen  congratulates  Noethe  for  “showing  all  your 
dangerous  edges  with  such  great  language  and  confidence”  in  her  col¬ 
lection. 

But  the  writer  also  shows  enormous  tenderness,  as  in  “Poetry 
Class,”  which  celebrates  the  brightness  and  audacity  of  her  young  stu¬ 
dents:  “When  the  fourth  graders  begin  writing/ 1  wait  in  fear  and  deep 
humility/  for  the  poetry  that  opens  my  sleeping  third  eye,/  whispers 
from  God;  answers  to  unspoken  hopey  messages  from  trees,  unrealized 
wishesy  the  small  thing  that  never  seemed  to  matter,/  the  way  a  child 
and  a  rat  love  one  another,/  the  green  force  that  drives  the  blossom  ...” 

Noethe  is  the  director  of  the  Missoula  Writing  Collaborative,  and 
has  received  fellowships  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
and  the  Montana  Arts  Council,  and  been  awarded  the  McKnight  Prize 
for  Literature  and  the  Hugo  Prize  from  The  University  of  Montana. 
This  is  her  third  collection  of  poems.  She’s  also  written  a  teaching  text. 
Poetry  Everywhere . 

-  Kristi  Niemever 


About  Music 


-  By  Mariss  McTucker 
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Skypilot:  Best/ Love/ Loud 
Recorded  2009  at  David  Heidt 
Recording  Services,  Butte,  MT 
Butte  brothers  John  and  Dan 
English,  together  with  drummer 
Michael  McDaniel  and  bass  player 
Zac  Jenson,  just  put  out  their  first  CD. 

It  features  10  John  English  originals 
tendered  in  the  rock  'n  roll  vein. 

“Muse”  rocks  right  away  with 
throbbing  drum  syncopation;  “God” 
is  sort  of  Beatle-esque,  with  lots  of 
sustained,  mournful  notes.  There’s 

disco-y  chords  on  “For,”  a  rock-steady  dancer,  and  “Run”  is  unnerv¬ 
ing,  with  a  vaguely  Eastern  guitar  riff. 

“Panacea”  features  a  cool,  percolating  intro  that  rocks  out  instantly. 
And  “Worm”  is  a  hip-shakin’  dancer,  a  straight-ahead  rocker  with  lots 
of  chunky  instrumental  guitar  by  Dan.  Brother  John  sings  ’em  all,  in 
his  quivery  baritone. 

The  album  features  pretty  good  production  values,  but  to  my  ear, 
the  guitar  seems  to  be  saturating  everything.  That’s  probably  a  matter 
of  style,  but  English  has  a  nice  voice,  it  should  stand  out  more.  And 
I’m  always  a  fan  of  sturdy  percussion  and  rhythm  work.  Turn  it  up! 
Visit  www.skypilotsound.com. 


David  Boone  and  the 
Mercenaries:  The  State 
of  the  Union 

Recorded  and  produced  in  2008 
by  Max  Allyn  at  Base  Camp 
Recording  in  Bozeman,  MT 

Missoula  singer/songwriter  David 
Boone  has  followed  up  his  2007 
recording,  A  Tale  of  Gold,  with  his 
most  professional  effort  yet.  With 
the  talented  Mercenaries  in  tow,  and 
plush  production  to  boot,  Boone  rails, 

rants  and  wails  through  1 1  new  rock  tunes  that  feature  waves  of  guitar, 
shouts  and  whispers  and  cool  hooks. 

Boone  lets  his  sandpapery,  nasal  tenor  soar  and  sigh  and  howl 
through  songs  that  reveal  fallacy,  deceit  and  reckless  handling  of  the 
heart. 

This  is  likely  his  most  complicated  album  yet.  It’s  awash  in  gallons 
•of  lyrics  that  seem  as  if  they  were  first  written  as  poems,  yet  they’re 
so  tightly  welded  to  the  melodies  that  they  had  to  be  composed  at  the 
same  time. 

“Heavens  Falling”  sets  the  tone.  Over  a  rockin’  rhythm  coupled 
with  layers  of  melody,  stanzas  of  rapid-fire  storytelling  pour  from 
Boone  as  he  pleads  for  understanding  of  this  world,  taking  swipes  at 
religion  along  the  way.  This  one  screams  single. 

The  title  track  is  next,  with  an  “ah-oh-oh-oh”  riff  i  la  the  Killers, 
and  maybe  a  bit  of  Lindsay  Buckingham  vocal  nuance.  A  syncopated 
beat  and  plenty  of  guitar  slinging  shimmer  on  Boone’s  duet  with  Sarah 
Condon,  “What  We  Call  Love”  (“he  bruised  your  heart,  bruised  your 
mind”). 

That’s  followed  by  the  ballad,  “Backed  Against  the  Wall.”  It’s  a 


sigh-heavy  poem  about  missed  opportunities  and  the  hurt  of  love,  and 
features  another  dynamite  chorus. 

The  tender  pace  continues  in  “Never  Saw  It  Coming.”  Boone  mur¬ 
murs  “we  were  never  better  off  than  when  we  had  nothing,”  to  pretty 
guitar  lines.  He’s  pleading  on  the  ominous  and  bluesy  “Set  Your  Love 
on  Fire”;  and  a  nifty,  clickety-clack  tempo  weaves  through  “Deal  with 
the  Devil,”  with  its  tight  instrumental  riffs  and  cool  percussion. 

Boone  sings  a  witty  lyric  on  “Ode  to  the  Princess”  (“Just  find  your 
frog  and  kiss”),  and  ends  the  album  with  the  melancholy  “We  Could 
Be  Flying.” 

The  artist  has  developed  excellent  control  over  his  voice,  and  it 
shows  here.  Throw  in  the  superb  skills  of  the  Mercenaries  (featur¬ 
ing  producer  Max  Allyn,  Checkers  and  Brandon  Barker,  and  James_ 
Wasem),  and  I’m  wondering  when  THEY  get  to  appear  on  David 
Letterman’s  show. 

Visit  the  artist  at  www.davidboone.net. 


Blue  Argon:  Bluer  Blues 

Recorded  by  Chris  Coen  at  CNR 

Studios,  Kalispell,  MT,  from 

December  2008-|anuary  2009 

Webster’s  says  argon  is  a  “color¬ 
less,  odorless  gas  used  in  electric 
bulbs.”  See  it  turn  blue,  shut  all  the 
other  lights  off,  and  you  get  a  sultry 
collection  of  great  cover  tunes  on  the 
second  effort  by  this  Kalispell  trio. 

Colleen  Cunningham  provides 
plenty  of  smolder  with  her  whispery, 
smoky  vocals.  Rhythm  guitarist  Jim 

Claybom  plays  oodles  of  fine  bass  runs  to  complement  bluesy  jazz 
chords,  and  lead  guitarist  Steve  Sellars  fingers  creamy  riffs  just  about 
everywhere.  The  result  is  soft  and  slinky  ambience,  with  vague  whiffs 
of  Steely  Dan  and  Atlanta  Rhythm  Section  chord  progressions,  ren¬ 
dered  under  that  blue  lamp. 

Cunningham  purrs  her  way  through  the  tunes,  coloring  them  with 
vocal  touches  of  Tina  Turner,  Etta  James,  Nina  Simone  and  maybe 
even  Mavis  Staples.  I’m  hooked  by  tune  number  three  (one  of  my 
all-time  favorite  songs)  -  Dorothy  Moore’s  “Misty  Blue.”  Cunning¬ 
ham  sings  it  without  most  of  Moore’s  throbbing  pyrotechnics.  It’s 
understated,  raw,  sorrowful,  and  we  get  the  message.  It’s  cool,  though, 
to  hear  her  stretch  one-syllable  words  like  “blue”  and  “time”  into 
about  three  or  four.  She’s  got  some  good  blues  phrasing  as  she  growls 
through  her  emotions  during  the  songs. 

Same  with  Etta  James’s  “Sugar  in  My  Bowl.”  Lots  of  sexy  sup¬ 
plication  here,  and  you  can  hear  it  as  she  weaves  her  way  through  the 
lyrics.  Nice  to  hear  a  singer  deliver  the  goods  without  going  over  the 
top  like  just  about  everyone  else  on  popular  radio  these  days. 

Quirky  wah-wah  guitar  effects  highlight  Bill  Withers’s  “Use  Me”; 
and  Robert  Johnson’s  pearl,  “Crossroads,”  gets  the  goose-bump  treat¬ 
ment,  courtesy  of  spooky  harmonica  work  from  Sellars. 

The  boys  have  fun  combining  two  surf-rock  instrumental  classics 
on  “Apache  Pipeline,”  played  dreamily  slow,  and  on  the  last  cut,  Cun¬ 
ningham  sings  an  original  written  for  her  son,  “Marley.”  Nice  produc¬ 
tion  values  here.  Bring  on  the  blue  light! 

Contact  the  trio  at  claybom@usamontana.com. 


Wylie  and  the  Wild  West: 

Hang-n-Rattle! 

Recorded  in  November  2008  at 
Cash  Cabin  Studios,  Hender¬ 
sonville,  TN;  mixed  by  Chuck 
Turner  and  John  Carter  Cash 
and  produced  by  Cash 
Wylie  Gustafson,  the  long-legged 
cowboy  yodeler  with  deep  Montana 
roots,  has  released  a  14th  album  with 
the  Wild  West.  Produced  by  John 
Carter  Cash  of  the  legendary  Cash 
family,  it  covers  the  gamut  of  all- 
things  cowboy. 

That  means  western.  Also,  sweeping  vistas  and  wide-open  spaces, 
and  above  all,  rodeo,  rendered  in  the  inimitable  Wylie  style.  However, 
liner  notes  reveal  Wylie’s  unabashed  love  for  the  music  of  his  youth, 
covering  way  more  than  just  country.  He  soaked  up  rock  ’n  roll,  folk 
and  blues  music,  too,  from  some  of  the  finest  songwriters  ever,  and 
those  styles  underlay  his  gritty  song  poems. 

Seven  tunes  are  co-written  with  cowboy  poet  Paul  Zarzyski.  The 
title  song,  for  one:  “Hang  ’n  Rattle”  is  a  no-nonsense,  spooky  rodeo 
song,  wherein  “the  rough-stock  gods  don’t  suffer  no  fools.”  Then, 

“If  You  Love  Me”  lopes  in,  a  wistful  love  song  with  some  trademark 
wahoo-ing  from  Wylie. 

Gorgeous  fiddle  opens  “A  Pony  Called  Love,”  soft  and  hymn-like; 
and  “Double  Wild,”  is  a  talkin’  blues  about  two  motorbike  travelers 
(“She’s  a  Mescalero  Indian,  he’s  full-blooded  Paladin”)  roaring  around 
the  West. 

“I  Get  High”  is  Wylie’s  tribute  to  the  western  landscape  he  loves 
so  much  -  an  affection  he  likens  to  an  addictive  elixir.  He  also  honors 
the  late  country  songwriting  great  (and  fellow  rodeo  cowboy)  Chris 
LeDoux  on  “Cravin’  8s  (Tribute  to  LeDoux),”  a  driving  tune  with  a 
bumpin’  guitar  riff. 

There’s  the  clippity-clopper  ‘To  Ride!”  and  the  final  cut,  “Cryin’ 
Hole  Blues,”  cranks  out  the  agony  of  finishing  just  one  place  out  of  the 
money  in  a  rodeo. 

Wylie  covers  lots  of  ground  here,  mixing  vivid  storytelling  and 
vocals  with  stellar  accompaniment  and  plenty  of  cool  guitar.  Add  in 
the  seamless  production,  shorn  of  clutter,  and  the  result  is  another  fine 
effort. 

Visit  www.wyliewebsite.com. 
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Arts  Education 


Summer  reading:  A  sampling  of  stimulating  blogs 


by  Beck  McLaughlin, 

Education  and  Web  Services  Director 
bemclaughlin@mt.gov 

Here  are  some  of  the  blogs  I  check  on  a 
regular  basis.  And  now  that  it’s  summer  you 
may  actually  have  time  to  do  some  profes¬ 
sional  reading  that  is  stimulating  and  reward¬ 
ing  for  yourself  and  your  teaching. 

Art:21 :  blog.art21.org/category/teaching- 
with-contemporary-art 

By  making  contemporary  art  more  ac¬ 
cessible  through  public  television  and  the 
Internet,  Art21  affords  an  intimate  encounter  ■ 
with  contemporary  art  and  the  people  who 
make  it,  encouraging  creative  thinking  and 
self-expression. 

Here’s  an  excerpt  from  “Education:  Teach¬ 
ing  with  Contemporary  Art:  Summer  Reading 
part  1,”  by  Joe  Fusaro,  posted  May  27: 

“As  we  get  closer  to  rounding  out  another 
academic  year,  it’s  probably  a  good  time  to 
think  about  some  of  the  books  that  might 
make  it  onto  our  summer  reading  lists.  While 
many  might  take  detective  or  romance  novels 
onto  the  beach,  I  am  happy  and  at  the  same 
time  embanrassed  that  1  can’t  get  away  from 
non-fiction.  I  find  myself  reading  a  lot  about 
things  that  connect  to  teaching  and  art  in  gen¬ 
eral.  I’m  helpless...  I  love  my  work. 

“If  you  haven’t  already  got  some  good 
books  on  the  radar,  here  are  a  few  to  consider 
as  you  begin  getting  ready  for  those  first  few 
sniffs  of  summer  air,  wherever  you  are  ...” 

Dewey21C:  Richard  Kessler  on  arts  edu¬ 
cation:  www.artsjournal.com/dewey21c 

An  excerpt 
from  the  post 
on  May  29: 

“So,  there  you 
have  it.  An 
Espresso  Arts 
Education  for 
the  last  Friday 
in  May.  While 
some  of  you 
may  be  think¬ 
ing  ‘get  a  life,’ 

I  do  want  to 
point  out  that 
the  thoughtful¬ 
ness,  the  care, 
the  science, 
the  art,  the 
history,  and  all 

of  the  other  little  things  that  go  into  this  little 
world  of  espresso  are  indeed  an  art  form,  per¬ 
haps  more  of  the  art  of  living  or  the  everyday 
art  of  life. 

“When  people  think  that  arts  education  is 
elite,  I  point  to  the  art  of  espresso,  or  the  art 
of  gardening,  or  the  art  of  entertaining,  or 
the  art  of  writing  a  personal  letter  or  note,  or 
the  art  of  how  you  greet  someone  -  the  ways 
in  which  the  an  artful  existence  is  all  around 
us  and  within  us,  which  makes  us  better,  and 
certainly,  well,  more  artful.” 


Imagine  That!  Annals  of  Ordi¬ 
nary  and  Extraordinary  Genius, 
by  Michele  and  Robert  Root- 
Bernstein:  blogs.psychology 
today.com/blog/imagine 

The  two  posts  I  have  on  my 
summer  reading  list  from  this  blog 
are  “A  New  New  Year’s  Resolu¬ 
tion:  Play  More!”  from  Dec.  31, 
2008,  and  “The  Art  and  Science  of 
Play”  from  Jan.  21,  2009. 

An  excerpt  from  the  Dec.  31 
post:  “Rest  assured  play  does  have 
redeeming  value  and  purpose.  It 
functions  as  an  imaginative  think¬ 
ing  tool,  a  strategy  for  responding 
to  challenges  in  the  work-a-day 
world. 

“In  our  book  Sparks  of  Genius 
(Houghton  Mifflin,  1999),  we 
found  that  creative  individuals  in 
the  arts  and  in  the  sciences  often 
play  at  and  with  their  work.  They 
cultivate  playfulness  in  order  to 
stimulate  inventiveness,  for  play 
can  generate  novel  ways  of  think¬ 
ing,  making  and  behaving-some 
of  which  may  result  in  workable 


Alexander  Calder's 
wooden  toys 
embody  the  value 
of  play. 


The  art  of  espresso 


innovations.  Consider  these  examples  ...” 

Common  Core:  blog.commoncore.org 

If  you  want  to  read  the  other  side  of  the 
21st  Century  Skills  debate  take  a  look  at  this 
site,  which  describes  its  philosophy  this  way: 

“We  believe  that  a  child  who  graduates 
from  high  school  without  an  understanding  of 
culture,  the  arts,  history,  literature,  civics  and 
language  has  in  fact  been  left  behind. 
So  to  improve  education  in  America, 
we’re  promoting  programs,  policies 
and  initiatives  at  the  local,  state  and 
federal  levels  that  provide  students 
with  challenging,  rigorous  instruction 
in  the  full  range  of  liberal  arts  and 
sciences.” 

The  Frontal  Cortex:  scienceblogs. 
com/cortex 

Jonah  Lehrer  is  a  contributing  edi¬ 
tor  at  Wired.  He’s  also  written  for  The 
New  Yorker,  Seed,  Nature,  the  Boston 
Globe  and  is  a  contributor  to  Radio 
Lab.  He’s  the  author  of  Proust  VVhi  A 
Neuroscientist,  and  his  new  book  is 
How  We  Decide. 

From 

“Daydreams,”  posted 
May  15:  “Last  year,  I 
wrote  about  the  surpris¬ 
ing  benefits  of  thinking 
with  the  default  net¬ 
work,  which  seems  to 
be  an  important  element 
of  creativity: 

“In  recent  years, 
however,  scientists  have 
begun  to  see  the  act  of 
daydreaming  very  dif- 


"My  first  attempt  at  marshmal¬ 
low  making"  from  La  Chatelaine 
Chocolate  in  Bozeman. 


ferently.  They’ve  demonstrated 
that  daydreaming  is  a  funda¬ 
mental  feature  of  the  human 
mind  -  so  fundamental,  in  fact, 
that  it’s  often  referred  to  as  our 
‘default’  mode  of  thought.  Many 
scientists  argue  that  daydream¬ 
ing  is  a  crucial  tool  for  creativity, 
a  thought  process  that  allows  the 
brain  to  make  new  associations 
and  connections. 

“Instead  of  focusing  on  our 
immediate  surroundings  -  such 
as  the  message  of  a  church 
sermon  -  the  daydreaming  mind 
is  free  to  engage  in  abstract 
thought  and  imaginative  ram- 
blings.  As  a  result,  we’re  able  to 
imagine  things  that  don’t  actu¬ 
ally  exist.” 

gladwell.com:  gladwell.type 
pad.com/gladwellcom 

Malcolm  Galdwell  is  a  writer 
for  The  New  Yorker  magazine, 
and  the  author  of  three  books. 
The  Tipping  Point:  How  Little 
Things  Make  a  Big  Difference, 
Blink:  The  Power  of  Thinking  Without  Think¬ 
ing  and  Outliers. 

His  post  “Underdogs”  links  to  and  talks 
about  his  most  recent  article  in  The  New 
Yorker:  “How  David  Beats  Goliath:  When 
underdogs  break  the  rules.” 

I  enthusiastically  recommend  reading  this 
article.  An  excerpt: 

“David’s  victory  over  Goliath,  in  the  Bib¬ 
lical  account,  is  held  to  be  an  anomaly.  It  was 
not.  Davids  win  all  the  time. 

“The  political  scientist  Ivan  Arreguln- 
Toft  recently  looked  at  every  war  fought 
in  the  past  200  years  between  strong  and 
weak  combatants.  The  Goliaths,  he  found, 
won  in  71.5  percent  of  the  cases.  That  is  a 
remarkable  fact.  Arregui'n-Toft  was  analyz¬ 
ing  conflicts  in  which  one  side  was  at  least 
ten  times  as  powerful  —  in  terms  of  armed 
might  and  population  —  as  its  opponent,  and 
even  in  those  lopsided  contests  the  underdog 
won  almost  a  third  of  the  time.” 

And  just  for  fun  right  here  in  Montana: 

Chocolate  et  French  Lessons:  chatelaine 
chocolate.blogspot.com 
From  Monday, 

May  25,  titled  “Marsh¬ 
mallows  =  Summer”: 
When  I  eat  marshmal¬ 
lows,  I  think  of  backpack¬ 
ing  trips  deep  inside  of 
Montana’s  breathtaking 
forests.  By  night,  I  am 
usually  huddled  near 
a  warm  campfire,  my 
fingers  sticky  with  burnt 
marshmallows.  Here’s  to 
Pete  (ma  saison  favorite)] 


PTA  Reflections  Program  recognizes  Montana  students 


Five  Montana  students  were  among  over 
200  students  recognized  as  national  award 
recipients  of  the  PTA’s  Reflections  Program. 

The  nearly  40-year-old  arts  based  program 
-  themed  this  year  as  “Wow!”  -  provides  op¬ 
portunities  for  children  to  receive  recognition 
for  their  artistic  efforts  and  expressions.  More 
than  half-a-million  kids  participate  annually. 

Six  students  who  received  Outstanding 
Interpretation  Awards  will  be  recognized 
during  a  special  ceremony  at  the  113th  annual 
PTA  National  Convention  and  Exhibition, 
June  26-29  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla.  They  also 
will  receive  cash  awards  of  $800,  with  awards 
of  $200  going  to  their  local  PTAs. 

The  organization  will  also  recognize  7 1 
students  with  Awards  of  Excellence  and  1 19 
students  with  Awards  of  Merit  across  four 


grade  divisions  (primary,  intermediate,  mid¬ 
dle/junior,  and  senior),  and  six  arts  categories 
(dance  choreography,  film/video  production, 
literature,  musical  composition,  photography 
and  the  visual  arts). 

Montana  students  who  were  recognized 
include: 

•  Anne  L.  of  Great  Falls  -  Dance  Choreog¬ 
raphy  Award  of  Merit,  middle/junior  division; 

•  Rebekah  W.,  Whitefish,  -  Musical  Com¬ 
petition  Award  of  Excellence,  middle/junior 
division; 

•  Braydin  G.,  Hamilton  -  Photography 
Awards  of  Excellence,  intermediate  division; 

•  Payton  T,  Billings  -  Visual  Arts  Award 
of  Excellence,  primary  division;  and 

•  Alexandria  N.,  Billings  -  Visual  Arts 


Award  of  Excellence,  intermediate  division. 

All  the  national  award-winning  pieces  will 
be  featured  in  a  virtual  gallery  in  July,  and  the 
complete  list  of  winners  is  currently  available 
on  PTA’s  website  at  www.pta.org/reflections 
winners. 

Professionals  from  well-respected  institu¬ 
tions,  including  the  National  Assembly  of 
States  Arts  Agencies,  National  Center  for 
Missing  and  Exploited  Children,  Cable  in 
the  Classroom,  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
DC  Youth  Orchestra,  The  Dance  Institute 
of  Washington,  Wolftrap  Foundation  for  the 
Performing  Arts,  and  National  Children’s 
Museum,  volunteered  to  judge  close  to  1,500 
art  pieces,  which  reached  the  national  level  of 
judging. 


Nation's  Report 
Card  focuses 
on  arts 

achievement 

"The  Nation's 
Report  Card;  Arts 
2008,"  presenting 
the  performance  of 
U.S.  eighth  grade 
students  in  music 
and  visual  arts  on  the 
National  Assessment 
of  Educational 
Progress  (NAEP),  was 
released  june  15. 

The  arts  assessment 
was  administered  to  a 
nationally  representa¬ 
tive  sample  of  7,900 
eighth  grade  public 
and  private  school 
students.  Approxi¬ 
mately  one-half  of 
these  students  were 
assessed  in  each  arts 
subject. 

Student  achieve¬ 
ment  results  are 
presented  nationally 
for  eighth  graders,  in¬ 
cluding  comparisons 
to  results  from  1997, 
the  last  time  NAEP 
administered  the 
arts  assessment.  The 
"report  card"  also 
provides  informa¬ 
tion  on  student  and 
school  backgrounds 
related  to  achieve¬ 
ment  in  music  and 
visual  arts. 

Copies  of  "The 
Nation's  Report  Card; 
Arts  2008"  and  com¬ 
plete  data  from  the 
2008  arts  assessment 
are  available  online 
at  nationsreportcard. 
gov. 
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Artists  selected 
for  First  People's 
Marketplace 

A  jury  of  experts 
selected  1 9  Native 
American  artists  from 
throughout  Montana 
and  the  West  to  sell 
their  works  in  the 
Festival  Marketplace 
of  the  71st  National 
Folk  Festival,  held 
July  1 0-1 2  in  Butte. 

The  jury  made  its 
selections  from  a  pool 
of  35  applicants  based 
on  criteria  including 
traditionality,  re¬ 
gional  culture,  quality, 
uniqueness  and  the 
artist's  relationship 
with  his  or  her  com¬ 
munity. 

Some  of  the  artists 
selected  for  the  mar¬ 
ket  include; 

•  Merle  and  Nicole 
Big  Bow  of  Ronan, 
Chippewa-Cree  and 
Laguna  Pueblo; 

•  Algie  Piapot  of 
Box  Elder,  Chippewa- 
Cree; 

•  Annette  Archdale 
Linder  of  Wolf  Point, 
Assiniboine; 

•  Angela  Babby  of 
Billings,  Oglala  Sioux; 

•  Alaina  Buffalo  Spir¬ 
it  of  Billings,  Northern 
Cheyenne; 

•  Monte  Yellow 
Bird,  Sr.  of  Great  Falls, 
Arikira  and  Hidatsa; 

•  Leonda  Fast  Buf¬ 
falo  Horse  of  Brown¬ 
ing,  Blackfeet; 

•  Shawn  Running 
Crane  of  Great  Falls, 
Blackfeet; 

•  Deborah  Magee  of 
Browning,  Blackfeet; 

•  Forest  Crossbear 
jones  of  Shawmut, 
Blackfeet; 

•  Frank  A.  Finley  of 
Poison,  Confederated 
Salish  and  Kootenai. 

For  a  complete  list 
of  artists  and  photos, 
visit:  www.national 
folkfestival.com. 
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Three  Montana  artists  receive 
First  Peoples  Fund  fellowships 


Three 

Montana  art¬ 
ists  received 
awards  this 
spring  from  the 
First  Peoples 
Fund,  a  Rapid 
City-based 
native  arts  fund 
supporting  the 
work  of  indig¬ 
enous  artists 
nationwide. 

Richard 
Horn  (Black¬ 
feet),  a 

traditional  artist  from  Browning,  was  named 
a  Cultural  Capital  Fellow,  and  Darrell  Nor¬ 
man  (Blackfeet),  a  painter  and  sculptor  from 
Browning,  and  Monte  Yellow  Bird  Sr.  (Ariki- 
ra/Hidatsa),  a  mixed-media  artist  from  Great 
Falls,  received  Artist  in  Business  Leadership 
fellowships. 

Darrell  Norman  -  Artist  in 
Business  Leadership  Fellows 

Blackfeet  artist  Darrell  Norman  used  his 
First  Peoples  Fund  grant  to  help  construct 
three  welded  metal  sculptures  of  pictographic 
spirit  images. 

Each  seven-feet  tall,  the  three  “Guardian 
Spirits"  bring  to  life  the  ghostly  figures  that 
were  known  as  protectors.  “It's  a  symbolic 
statement  of  the  strength  and  endurance  of  our 
lasting  culture,"  Norman  said. 

Not  skilled  as  a  welder,  Norman  teamed 
with  friend  and  fellow  artist  Doug  Olson  to 
execute  his  three-dimensional  design.  The 
sculptures  were  on  display  at  a  gallery  in  Mis¬ 
soula  until  May  23,  when  Olson  and  Norman 
moved  the  three  pieces  to  their  perrna- 
nent  home  at  the  Lodgepole  Gallery  and 
Tipi  Village  on  Highway  89  northwest 
of  Browning. 

Norman  eventually  hopes  the  200 
acres  outside  his  gallery  will  be  filled 
with  similar  metal  sculptures  inspired 
by  other  pictograph  figures.  Already 
he  has  several  metal  pieces  greeting 
people  driving  to  Glacier  Park,  including 
a  seven-foot-tall  medicine  rock  and  a 
traditional  symbol  of  a  buffalo  head  with 
a  sun  around  it. 

For  more  information  visit  www. 
blackfeetculturecamp.com 

Monte  Yellow  Bird  Sr.  -  Artist 
in  Business  Leadership  Fellow 

As  a  recipient  of  the  First  Peoples  Fund 
fellowship,  Monte  Yellow  Bird  Sr.  (Black 
Pinto  Horse)  plans  to  author  and  illustrate 
The  Porcupine  and  the  Buffalo,  a  story  that 
has  been  passed  onto  him  through  oral  tradi 
tion.  He  hopes  the  book  will  be  the  first  in  an 
educational  series,  based  on  traditional  and 
cultural  themes,  stories  and  morals.  The  paint¬ 
ings  that  illustrate  the  book  would  become  the 
basis  of  a  traveling  exhibit,  available  to  galler¬ 
ies  and  museums. 

Yellow  Bird  Sr. 
already  has  a  fine  arts 
and  educational  busi¬ 
ness,  Black  Pinto  Horse 
Fine  Arts,  that  provides 
educational  program¬ 
ming  t6  all  age  levels. 

The  Porcupine  and  the 
Buffalo  stories  are  used 
to  teach  about  boundar¬ 
ies  and  the  importance 
of  healthy  relationships. 

“It’s  good  to  hear 
the  children’s  giggles 
as  the  porcupine  gets 
into  mischief  inside  the 
buffalo  and  to  see  their 


look  of  dismay 
and  sometimes 
tears,  when  they 
can't  believe  the 
ending,”  says 
Yellow  Bird 
Sr.  “I  feel  the 
authoring  and 
illustrating  of  a 
children’s  book 
will  be  highly 
beneficial  in 
both  the  art 
market  and  edu¬ 
cational  market, 
and  such  a 

wonderful  marketing  tool  to  gain  new  collec¬ 
tors  as  well  as  promote  educational  programs 
throughout  the  world.” 

Richard  Horn  -  Cultural 
Capital  Fellow 

In  describing  his  work,  traditional  artist 
Richard  Horn  of  Browning  notes  that  sales 
mostly  come  from  “word  of  mouth  or  through 
the  displays  that  1  have  done  for  museums  and 
historical  exhibits.” 

As  the  cultural  instructor  for  the  Tradition¬ 
al  Games  Society,  Horn  teaches  40  people  at 
a  time  to  use,  make  and  play  Native  American 
games. 

"It  is  through  these  contacts  that  my  art  is 
marketed,  but  also  some  people  purchase  my 
work,”  he  says. 

His  artwork  is  made  to  be  u.sed  or  handled. 
Working  with  materials  such  as  paints  or  pig¬ 
ments,  hides,  horns,  antler  and  stone,  he  rep¬ 
licates  tribal  tools  and  artifacts.  “It  has  been 
a  real  challenge  as  its  very  rare  to  duplicate  a 
piece  much  less  mass  produce  it,”  he  says. 


Richard  Horn  creates  cultural  artifacts  used  in 
teaching  traditional  games. 

“My  art  -  as  it's  now  called  -  uses  ancient 
Blackfeet  knowledge  that  was  handed  down 
to  me  by  elders  who  knew  one  day  it  would 
be  gone,”  he  adds.  “I  have  taken  steps  over 
my  lifetime  to  teach  all  who  are  interested  so 
it  won’t  die  with  me.” 

The  First  Peoples  Fund  honors  and  cel¬ 
ebrates  Native  artists  who  exemplify  indig¬ 
enous  values  of  generosity,  wisdom,  respect, 
integrity,  strength,  fortitude  and  humility. 

The  Cultural  Capital  and  Artist  in  Business 
Leadership  fellows  attended  a  three-day  train¬ 
ing  session  in  Denver 
this  spring,  where  the  16 
artists  received  profes¬ 
sional  development  and 
financial  education  and 
planning  training.  The 
meeting  also  included 
sessions  on  art  law  and 
copyright  issues  and 
internet  and  website 
development,  as  well  as 
an  opportunity  to  view 
the  special  collections  of 
Native  art  at  the  Denver 
Art  Museum. 

For  further  informa¬ 
tion,  visit  www.first 
peoplesfund.org. 


Drummers  celebrate  the  unveiling  of  Darrell  Norman's 
three  "Guardian  Spirits"  at  Lodgepole  Gallery  and  Tipi 
Village  in  Browning.  (Photo  by  Angelika  Harden-Norman) 


Monte  Yellow  Bird  Sr.  plans  to  author 
and  illustrate  The  Porcupine  and  the 
Buffalo. 


Powwow  Season 


Arlee  Celebration  and  Pow  Wow: 

July  1-5  in  Arlee,  406-675-2700  or  www. 
arleepowwow.com 

The  1 1th  annual  celebration  on  the 
Flathead  Reservation  kicks  off  with  a 
memorial  stick  game  at  7  p.m.  Wednes¬ 
day.  Thursday  is  Old  Style  Day  and 
competition  dancing  continues  through 
the  weekend. 

Fourth  of  July  Pow  Wow:  July  2-5  in 
Lame  Deer,  406-477-8222 

The  premier  event  of  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  is  the  annual  Fourth  of  July 
Celebration,  the  largest  pow  wow  held  on 
the  reservation. 

Valley  of  The  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and 
Rodeo:  July  3-6  in  Lodge  Grass,  406- 
638-2073 

Valley  of  The  Chiefs  Pow  Wow  and 
Rodeo  includes  a  rodeo,  parade,  Indian 
dancing,  authentic  costumes,  teepee 
camping,  and  a  parade  dance  through  the 
village. 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration:  July  3-5  in 
Poplar,  406-786-3431 

This  pow  wow  celebrates  native  cul¬ 
ture  and  traditions  through  dancing,  food, 
crafts,  and  fellowship  with  one  another. 

North  American  Indian  Days, 

July  8-12  in  Browning,  406-338-4389 
Annual  celebration  and  the  largest 
and  most  impressive  of  Blackfeet  tribal 
events  attracts  Native  Americans  from 
every  region  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

Wahcinca  Dakota  Oyate  Celebra¬ 
tion,  July  16-19  in  Poplar,  406-768-5186 
The  public  is  welcome  to  participate 
or  watch  this  celebration  of  native  culture 
and  traditions,  which  includes  dancing, 
food,  crafts  and  fellowship. 

Standing  Arrow  Pow  Wow, 

July  17-19  in  Elmo,  406-849-554! 

Indian  social  gathering  features  drum¬ 
ming,  dancing,  and  traditional  dress  and 
food.  Visitors  are  welcome  and  asked  to 
respect  the  dance  area,  which  is  sacred. 

Milk  River  Indian  Days,  July  23-26 
in  Fort  Belknap,  406-353-2205  ext.  532 
Spirited  and  colorfully  clad  Na¬ 
tive  American  dancers  and  drummers 
combine  culture,  dance,  and  music  for  a 
spectacular  display. 

Wadopana  Celebration,  July  30- 
Aug.  2  in  Wolf  Point,  406-650-8724 
The  oldest  traditional  pow  wow  in 
Montana  is  always  the  first  weekend  of 
August.  Dancers  participate  for  cash  or 
prizes. 

Rocky  Boy’s  Annual  Pow  Wow, 

July  31-Aug.  2  in  Box  Elder,  800-823- 
4478 

Indian  heritage  and  tradition  are  cel¬ 
ebrated  with  dance,  costume  and  drum¬ 
ming  competitions  as  featured  events. 

Hays  Pow  Wow,  Aug.  7-9  in 
Hays,  406-353-2205  ext.  367 
One  of  the  area’s  finest  outdoor 
celebrations  features  a  weekend  full  of 
dancing  and  singing  by  natives  from 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Crow  Fair  and  Rodeo,  Aug.  13-17  at 
Crow  Agency,  406-638-3896 

The  annual  celebration  is  one  of  the 
largest  gatherings  of  the  year  for  the 
Apsdalooke  Nation  and  is  considered 
the  largest  modern-day  American  Indian 
encampment  in  the  nation. 

Heart  Butte  Celebration,  Aug.  1.3-15 
in  Heart  Butte,  406-338-7521 

This  annual  four-day  celebration  is  26 
miles  south  of  Browning  on  the  Black¬ 
feet  Reservation. 


July/ August  2009  •  State  of  the  Arts 


Profiles  from  the  Great  Falls  Native  American  Art  Show 


The  Great  Falls  Native  American  Art  Association  sponsored  the 
27th  annual  Great  Falls  Native  American  Art  Show,  held  in  March 
during  Western  Art  Week  in  Great  Falls.  The  theme  of  this  year’s 
show  was  “Sounding  Waters.” 

Here  are  comments  from  a  few  of  the  artists  who  participated 
in  this  year’s  show  (several  also  appeared  in  the  May/June  issue  of 
State  of  the  Arts)  : 


David  Craig,  Chippewa 

David  is  a  watercolor  portraiture  painter  who  uses  color  and  icons 
to  express  an  idea  or  story.  “I  am  inspired  by  old  stories  that  relate 
morals,  ethics  and  the  connections  between  our  world  and  the  spirit 
world  -  to  tell  our  story.” 

Website:  www.davidwcraig.com 


Alaina  Buffalo  Spirit, 

Northern  Cheyenne 

Alaina  is  a  ledger  art¬ 
ist  working  in  acrylic  and 
natural  pigments.  “I  share 
the  women’s  perspective  and 
honor  women  as  inspired  by 
my  mom  and  grandmother.  I 
want  to  portray  the  elegance 
and  beauty  of  women  though 
my  images.” 

Website:  www.samadhi 
life.com 

Gilbert  Aims  Back, 

Blackfeet 

Gilbert  works  in  oils  and 
does  wood  burnings.  “My 
work  is  handmade  and  is 
inspired  by  my  dad  and  my 
son.” 

Terrance  Guardipee,  Blackfeet 

Terrance  is  an  internationally 
acclaimed  Blackfeet  painter  and 
ledger  artist.  “I  love  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  antique  maps,  music  paper, 
war  ration  documents  and  antique 
checks  into  my  work.” 

Email:  blackhorse 
studio  1  @yahoo.com 

Darrell  Norman, 

Blackfeet 

Darrell  is  a  traditional  and  con¬ 
temporary  artist  working  in  rawhide,  buckskin,  stone  and  mixed 
media.  His  work  is  inspired  by  Blackfeet  tribal  art  forms.  “I  am 
motivated  by  my  Blackfeet  heritage  traditional  arts.” 

Website:  www.blackfeetculturecamp.com 


Alaina  Buffalo  Spirit 


Gilbert  Aims  Back 


Vernon  The  Boy, 

Gros  Ventre 

Vernon  is  a  contemporary 
artist  working  in  oils,  acrylic, 
pastels  and  sculpture.  His  work 
depicts  realistic  images  of  In¬ 
dian  Country.  “I  am  inspired  by 
using  and  sharing  God’s  gift.” 

Email:  theboy@mtintouch. 
net 


Glen  Horn 


Glen  Horn,  Blackfeet 

Glen  specializes  in  acrylic  painting, 
pen  drawings  and  beadwork.  “An  elder, 
who  is  also  Blackfeet,  encouraged  me  to 
display  my  artwork  at  these  art  shows. 
Email:  annah@blackfeetcd.org 

Wayne  R.  Gunville,  Turtle 
Mountain  Band  Chippewa 

Wayne  creates  his  mystical  sculp¬ 
tures  out  of  alabaster  stone.  “I  am 
inspired  by  being  Native.” 

Website:  www.KeeperoftheStone.org 


Laurence  Bauer  Jr., 
Chippewa  Cree 

Laurence  is  a  young  painter 
specializing  in  oil  paintings  of  Na¬ 
tive  American  leaders,  history  and 
culture.  “I  am  inspired  by  Native 
American  culture.” 

Email:  ljbauerJr@rocketmail.com 

Zane  Blatt,  Chippewa  Cree 

Zane  specializes  in  ink  and  pencil 
drawings  depicting  Powwow  dancers. 

“1  love  to  draw.  Checking  out 
other  Native  artists’  work  inspires  me 
to  go  home  and  create.” 

Email:  zaneblatt@yahoo.com 


Wayne  Gunville 


Carl  Cree  Medicine  Sr. 


Carl  Cree  Medicine  Sr., 
Blackfeet 

Carl  is  a  sculptor,  who  depicts 
the  Blackfeet  way  of  life.  “Mr.  Bob 
Scriver  encouraged  me  to  go  on  with 
my  art.  My  friends  and  family  have 
helped  me  along  the  way.” 


Photos  and  text 
by  Dyani  Bingham 
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Compiled  by  Dyani  Bingham,  Indian  Arts  Market  Development  Manager 


Native  Arts  and  Cultures 
Foundation  established 

There  are  no  words  for  art  and  culture  in 
most  indigenous  languages  spoken  in  the 
United  States.  In  American  Indian,  Alaska 
Native  and  Native  Hawaiian  communities, 
expressive  arts  are  woven  into  daily  life  and 
ceremony.  They  are  intrinsic  to  healthy  com¬ 
munity  practices,  language  transmission,  land 
stewardship  and  more. 

What  matters  most  to  all  Native  commu¬ 
nities  are  the  uniquely  rich  cultures  of  each 
tribe,  village  and  island.  In  turn,  tribal  and 
Native  cultures  and  living  traditions  provide 
the  foundation  for  self-government  -  the  very 
essence  of  tribal  and  Native  sovereignty. 

Despite  the  importance  of  art  and  cultural 
practice  to  self-government,  very  few  tribes 
and  Native  peoples  are  currently  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  substantial  financial  resources  to  support 
their  artists  and  culture-bearers. 

The  outcome  of  decades  of  exploration 
and  visioning,  the  Native  Arts  and  Cultures 
Foundation  strives  to  make  a  lasting,  positive 
impact  on  the  arts.  Native  communities  and 
society  as  a  whole. 

The  foundation  is  dedicated  to  supporting, 
developing  and  revitalizing  the  diversity  of 
artistic  expression  in  American  Indian,  Alaska 


Native  and  Native  Hawaiian  communities 
across  the  United  States. 

The  foundation  was  incorporated  on 
Aug.  15,  2007,  by  visionaries  from  Indian 
Country  and  the  world  of  philanthropy. 

With  support  from  the  Ford  Foundation,  the 
Rumsey  Band  of  Wintun  Indians  and  the 
Wiyot  Tribe,  the  foundation  is  permanently 
endowed  and  established  on  solid  financial 
footing  with  hroad-based  community  sup¬ 
port. 

In  April  2009,  the  foundation  named 
Lulani  Arquette  as  president  and  CEO,  and  is 
now  focused  on  establishing  a  solid  infra¬ 
structure  and  programmatic  agenda.  Grant¬ 
making  is  expected  to  begin  in  2010. 

In  the  long  term,  the  foundation’s  staff 
and  board  are  focused  on  an  ultimate  vision: 
a  society  where  flourishing  Native  arts  and 
cultures  are  essential  to  the  overall  integrity 
of  the  cultural  landscape. 

The  foundation  is  primarily  Native-led, 
a  collaboration  between  tribes  and  Native 
peoples  and  other  funders,  permanently 
endowed  and  national  in  scope. 

For  more  information,  contact  Lulani 
Arquette,  president  and  CEO,  and  Walter 
Echo-Hawk,  board  chair,  at  info@nativeart 
sandcultures.org  or  visit  www.nativeartsand 
cultures.org. 


Arts  For  Hope  comes  to 
Montana:  Aug.  7-15 

In  conjunction  with  the  Confederated 
Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of  Montana, 
BuildaBridge  International  will  be  working 
with  local  American  Indian  artists  and  artists 
from  around  the  country  to  lead  a  five-day 
Arts  for  Hope  Camp,  Aug.  7-15  on  the  Flat- 
head  Reservation  in  Pablo. 

Up  to  100  students  will  use  the  art  forms  of 
drumming,  mural-making,  poetry,  storytelling, 
photography  and  dance,  to  bring  about  hope 
and  healing  to  children  in  this  community.  Lo¬ 
cal  artists,  art  therapists,  and  traveling  artists 
will  work  together  in  this  weeklong  camp, 
culminating  in  a  community  celebration. 

In  recent  years,  this  community  has  ex¬ 
perienced  high  rates  of  suicide,  poverty  and 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse.  In  addition,  tensions 
between  the  Native  and  non-native  population 
continue. 

BuildaBridge  International  is  looking  for 
artists  with  an  interest  in  American  Indian 
culture,  a  love  of  children,  and  a  desire  to 
learn  about  the  rich  heritage  of  the  people  of 
the  Salish  and  Kootenai  tribes.  A  certification 
in  art  therapy  is  desired  but  not  required. 

For  details,  contact  Ben  Pepka  at  406-422- 
7244  or  visit  www.buildabridge.org. 
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Writing  contest 
seeks  Native 
American 

insights 

The  Alaska  Fed¬ 
eration  of  Natives,  in 
partnership  with  the 
National  Congress 
of  American  Indians 
and  the  Council  for 
Native  Hawaiian 
Advancement,  has 
launched  "Native 
Insight:  Thoughts  on 
Recession,  Recovery 
and  Opportunity," 
a  writing  competi¬ 
tion  designed  to 
encourage  Native 
Americans  to  share 
their  perspectives  on 
the  challenges  and 
opportunities  in  the 
current  economic  and 
political  landscape. 

.  The  national  com¬ 
petition  will  distribute 
a  total  of  $60,000 
among  three  Alaska 
Native  winners  and 
three  Native  Hawai¬ 
ian/Lower  48  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  winners 
($10,000  each),  with 
opportunities  for 
their  winning  essays 
to  be  published  in 
Native  journals  and 
magazines  across  the 
United  States. 

The  competition  is 
open  to  Alaska  Na¬ 
tives,  Native  Hawai- 
ians  and  American 
Indians  of  all  ages.  For 
complete  program 
information,  visit  the 
Native  Insight  website 
www.nativeinsight. 
org. 


State  of  the  Arts  •  July /August  2009 
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Get  complete 
issues  of 
State  of  the 
Arts  online 

State  of  the  Arts  is 
now  available  online 
in  PDF  format  at  the 
Montana  Arts  Coun¬ 
cil's  website  at  www. 
art.mt.gov. 

Reach  the  publica¬ 
tions  by  clicking  the 
first  item  (State  of  the 
Arts  Newspaper)  un¬ 
der  "Featured  Online 
Services"  on  the  right 
side  of  the  home 
page  and  selecting 
the  date  of  the  issue 
from  the  lower  drop¬ 
down  box. 

By  clicking  on  the 
"Go"  button  you  will 
see  a  page  containing 
all  the  articles  for  that 
month,  with  the  PDF 
version  at  the  very 
top  of  the  list.  Each 
issue  is  reproduced  in 
groups  of  pages  for 
easy  viewing  so  just 
pick  a  link  from  the 
list  of  contents  and 
off  you  go! 

Another  great  way 
to  Go  Green! 


Summer  Festival  Scene 


Choirs  from  around  world  attend  choral  fest 


The  eighth  International  Choral  Festival, 
July  15-18,  brings  14  world-class  choirs 
to  Missoula  for  four  days  of  outstanding 
concerts,  cultural  exchange  and  global 
goodwill. 

Since  1987  hundreds  of  volunteers, 
host  families  and  contributors  have  joined 
together  making  the  triennial  Choral  Fes¬ 
tival  a  unique  Montana  tradition.  Since  its 
beginning,  the  festival  has  brought  5,200 
singers  from  40  countries  to  make  music 
and  memories  in  Montana. 

Choirs  from  China,  the  Democratic  Re¬ 
public  of  Congo,  Czech  Republic,  Estonia, 
Georgia,  Germany,  Mexico,  South  Korea, 
Sweden  and  Taiwan  have  been  invited  to 
participate.  They’ll  join  choirs  from  Cali¬ 


fornia,  Colorado,  Michigan  and  Montana  in 
offering  20  public  concerts. 

"With  the  diverse  line-up  of  outstanding 
choirs,  our  audiences  are  in  for  a  real  treat  in 
July,”  says  Executive  Director  Carol  Stovall. 

“In  this  uncertain  world  economy,  several 
choirs  reluctantly  withdrew  in  the  past  few 
weeks,  but  14  talented  choirs  are  looking 
forward  to  our  festival,  having  worked  hard  to 
raise  funds  for  their  travel,”  she  adds. 

An  admission  button  serves  as  a  pass  to 
the  morning  and  afternoon  "Concerts  of  the 
Choirs”  on  July  16-17  and  the  popular  Finale 
Concert  on  Saturday  evening,  July  18. 

Buttons  are  $10  per  person,  if  purchased  at 
an  outlet  before  July  15;  and  $15  per  person 
July  15-18  at  concert  venues.  Children  12 


years  old  and  younger  are  free  of  charge, 
when  accompanied  by  an  adult  with  an  admis¬ 
sion  button. 

The  three  Preview  Concerts  on  July  15  at 
Caras  Park,  Southgate  Mall  and  Bonner  Park 
are  free  of  charge  and  do  not  require  a  button. 
Audience  members  are  asked  to  bring  lawn 
chairs  to  outdoor  venues. 

A  new  event,  “Meet  the  Conductors,” 
is  slated  for  2  p.m.  July  16  at  Missoula’s 
Children’s  Theater.  Choir  conductors  will 
field  questions  from  a  moderator  and  audi¬ 
ence  members  are  invited  to  socialize  with  the 
conductors  in  the  lobby  following  the  forum. 
There  is  no  charge  for  this  event. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.choral 
festival.org  or  call  406-721-7985. 


Sweet  Pea  Festival  celebrates  its  roots 


The  annual  Sweet  Pea  Festival  again 
brings  a  colorful  mix  of  music,  theatre,  dance 
and  art  to  downtown  Bozeman  Aug.  7-9. 

This  year’s  theme,  “Sweet  Pea  Celebrates 
Our  Roots:  Arts,  Culture  and  Community,” 
pays  homage  to  Bozeman’s  creativity  and 
cultural  history,  and  honors  the  role  the  down¬ 
town  area  has  played  in  the  event’s  32-year 
history. 

“Sweet  Pea  would  not  exist  without  the 
support  of  the  Bozeman  community,  particu¬ 
larly  its  downtown,”  explains  Darin  Oelkers, 
president  of  the  festival’s  board. 

The  theme  is  reflected  at  the  Sweet  Pea 
Ball,  which  returns  to  the  Gallatin  Gateway 
Inn  on  July  31,  and  in  the  parade  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  activities  held  during  the  festival. 

Englishman  John  Bishop,  president  of 
the  National  Sweet  Pea  Society,  will  be  an 
honored  guest  at  this  year’s  event,  serving  as 
grand  marshall  of  the  Sweet  Pea  Parade,  judg¬ 
ing  the  Sweet  Pea  Flower  Show  (and  donating 
the  grand  prize  -  a  gift  from  the  United  King¬ 


dom),  and  giving  a  public  presentation  about 
the  history  and  development  of  the  sweet  pea 
flower.  His  wife,  Gwen,  son  and  daughter-in- 
law  also  plan  to  attend. 

Pre-festival  activities  include  the  Sweet 
Pea  Ball,  July  31  at  the  Gallatin  Gateway  Inn, 
with  music  by  the  River  City  Swing  Band. 
Chalk  on  the  Walk  takes  place  Tuesday,  Aug. 
4;  Bite  of  Bozeman  fills  Main  Street  with 
delectable  edible  offerings  and  live  music 
Wednesday,  Aug.  5;  and  the  Sweet  Pea  Art 
Show  opens  Thursday,  Aug.  6. 

New  this  year  is  a  t-shirt  design  contest  for 
both  kids  and  adults. 

Over  1 ,5(X)  volunteers  run  and  organize  the 
annual  event,  which  was  launched  in  1978. 
Any  money  raised  beyond  what  is  needed  to 
operate  the  festival  is  given  back  to  the  com¬ 
munity  in  the  form  of  grants  for  the  arts,  art 
education,  and  special  projects  in  the  Boze¬ 
man  area. 

For  more  information,  call  406-586-4003 
or  visit  www.sweetpeafestival.org. 


Shari  Schmit  of  Butte  designed  this 
year's  Sweet  Pea  Festival  poster. 


Festival  Amadeus  returns  to  Whitefish 


A  dynamic  lineup  of  musicians  is  planned 
for  the  second  annual  Festival  Amadeus,  a 
six-night  classical  music  festival  held  July  27- 
Aug.  1  in  Whitefish. 

John  Zoltek,  music  director  of  the  Glacier 
Symphony  and  Chorale,  has  selected  a  roster 
of  acclaimed  guest  artists  to  perform  during 
the  week,  along  with  the  Bridger  String  Quar¬ 
tet  of  Bozeman,  the  Glacier  String  Quartet  of 
Kalispell  and  the  Festival  Amadeus  Orchestra. 

The  festival’s  chamber  music  concerts 
and  events  will  be  held  at  the  O’Shaughnessy 
Center  on  Monday  through  Thursday  nights 
and  the  larger  Festival  Amadeus  Orchestra 
concerts  will  be  held  in  the  Whitefish  Per¬ 
forming  Arts  Center  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
nights. 


Internationally  recognized  artists  currently 
scheduled  include  pianist  Grace  Nikae,  violin¬ 
ist  Tim  Fain  and  cellist  Stephen  Framil  -  all 
former  soloists  with  the  Glacier  Symphony 
-  and  baritone  Ricardo  Herrara,  who  recently 
sang  in  the  GSC’s  performance  of  Carmen. 

Chamber  concerts  will  also  feature  Dinah 
Weimer,  clarinet;  Jonas  VanDyke,  horn; 

Megan  McClendon  and  Jason  Bell,  violin; 
Miriam  English  Ward,  viola;  and  pianist  April 
Lane. 

“This  line  up  of  guest  artists  is  tremen¬ 
dous,”  says  Zoltek. 

Each  guest  will  perform  as  soloists  with 
the  Festival  Amadeus  Orchestra  in  addition 
to  appearing  in  the  chamber  concerts  during 
the  week.  The  opening  night  event  on  July  27, 


“Evening  with  the  Artists,”  features  selected 
performers  in  an  informal  setting,  with  Zoltek 
hosting  the  conversational  round-table. 

The  festival  includes  a  chamber  music 
camp  for  young  musicians,  presented  by 
North  Valley  Music  School  in  Whitefish,  and 
designed  for  early  intermediate  to  advanced 
string  musicians  entering  grades  7- 1 2  (visit 
www.northvalleymusicschool.org). 

Last  year’s  Festival  Amadeus  attracted 
over  1,700  people,  had  an  estimated  economic 
impact  of  more  than  $200,000  and  provided 
part-time  employment  for  45  people. 

The  complete  Festival  Amadeus  event 
schedule  and  online  tickets  are  available  at 
www.gscmusic.org;  or  call  406-257-3241  for 
more  information. 


Montana  Lyric  Opera  launches  first-ever  summer  festival 


Montana  Lyric  Opera  launches  its  inaugural  Sum¬ 
mer  Opera  Festival  July  30  and  Aug.  1,  with  semi- 
staged  concert  performances  of  Giuseppe  Verdi’s 
grand  and  tuneful  tragedy,  “Rigoletto,”  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Theatre  on  The  University  of  Montana  campus. 
Both  performances  begin  at  7:30  p.m. 

Darko  Butorac  will  conduct  the  festival  orchestra 
in  "Rigoletto,”  which  will  be  sung  in  Italian,  with 
English  supertitles  projected  above  the  stage.  Murder, 
sex,  vengeance  and  betrayal  drive  Verdi’s  master- 
pieoe,  best-known  for  two  spirited  arias:  “La  Donna 
e  Mobile”  and  “Questa  o  Quella,”  both  sung  by  the 
Duke  of  Mantua. 

Singers  include; 

•  Robert  Barefield  (in  the  title  role),  a  baritone  who 
has  appeared  with  the  New  Orleans  Opera  and  Opera- 
festival  di  Roma; 

•  Soprano  Monica  Yunus  (as  Gilda),  who  has  sung 
several  major  roles  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  in  New 
York,  as  well  as  leading  roles  with  Austin  Lyric  Op¬ 


era,  Nashville  Opera  and  others  (and 
whose  father,  incidentally,  was  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner  Muham¬ 
mad  Yunus);  and 

♦  Brandon  McReynolds  (as  the 
Duke  of  Mantua),  a  tenor  touted  by 
Opera  News  as  delivering  “consider¬ 
able  thrills.” 

“Opera  is  such  an  accessible 
art  form,  because  it  is  so  compre¬ 
hensive,”  says  Gina  Lapka,  the 
company’s  executive  director.  “It  is 
visual,  it  is  musical;  it  is  physical 
and  emotional.  We’re  really  excited 
to  establish  a  place  where  people  in  western  Montana 
can  experience  the  best  of  this  wonderful  tradition, 
and  where  Montana  artists  can  find  an  opportunity  to 
share  their  talents  with  their  neighbors.” 

Reserved  tickets  to  the  performances  range  from 
$I6-$28,  with  $10  student  rush  tickets  available  to 


Montana  Lyric  Opera  also  hosts  a  summer  camp,  where  students 
ages  8-J8  rehearse  and  perform  "The  Tinker  of  Tivoli,"  july  27-Aug.  7. 

each  performance,  as  well  as  discounted  festival  passes. 
Visit  mtopera.com  or  call  the  company’s  executive 
director,  Gina  Lapka,  at  406-542-7423  for  details. 

The  company  also  presents  Opera  on  Draft, 

July  23;  performs  during  the  Artini,  July  16  at  the 
Missoula  Art  Museum;  and  offers  a  youth  opera  pro¬ 
duction  of  “The  Tinker  of  Tivoli,”  Aug.  7-8. 
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Bigfork  Playhouse  unveils  expansive  new  lobby 


The  Bigfork  Summer  Playhouse  unveiled 
its  newly  expanded  and  renovated  lobby 
May  1 5,  with  a  reception  preceding  the 
opening  night  performance  of  “Smokey  Joe’s 
Cafe.” 

The  curved  glass  facade  facing  Electric 
Avenue,  shimmering  aurora-borealis  tiles  on 
the  pillars,  and  Tiffany-style  lighting  add  new 
elegance  and  set  the  tone  for  the  entire  theatre 
experience.  At  slightly  over  2,500  .square  feet, 
the  new  lobby  has  doubled  in  size,  and  offers 
a  stylish  space  for  community  events  such  as 
fundraisers,  seminars  and  luncheons. 

The  $1.1  million  dollar  project  was  funded 
by  donations  from  individuals  and  businesses 
in  Bigfork,  including  many  of  the  participat¬ 
ing  contractors,  and  created  more  than  35  Jobs 
between  October  2008  and  March  2009. 

The  playhouse  also  received  a  matching 
funds  grant  from  the  M.J.  Murdock  Charitable 
Trust  for  the  project. 

The  current  theatre  opened  in  1988  -  after 
the  decrepit  community  hall  that  served  as  the 
playhouse  was  declared  unsafe  by  the  local 
fire  marshal.  Miraculously,  the  company  didn’t 
lose  a  season,  and  was  in  its  new  facility  by 
the  following  summer. 

The  expanded  lobby  was  completed  just 
in  time  for  the  company’s  50th  season  -  a 
landmark  that  the  entire  community  of  Bigfork 
plans  to  celebrate  all  summer  long.  Visit  www. 
bigforksummerplayhouse.com. 


Opening  night  at  the  Bigfork 
Summer  Playhouse:  The  play¬ 
house,  which  celebrates  its  SOth' 
season  this  summer,  unveiled  an 
elegant  new  lobby  May  15  with 
an  open  house  for  the  community 
prior  to  the  first  play  of  the  season, 
"Smokey  Joe's  Cafe." 

(Photos  by  Kristi  Nlemeyer) 


Get  on  board  with  Vigilantes' 


new  musical 


In  its  newest  interactive  musical  mystery, 
three  veterans  of  the  Vigilante  Theatre  Com¬ 
pany  reunite  to  create  a  little  leap  into  the  past 
when  television  was  as  young  as  we  were  and 
every  local  TV  station  beamed  its  own  version 
of  “Howdy  Doody”  or  “Captain  Kangaroo.” 

This  particular  small  town  station  offers 
the  “History  Mystery  Train.”  The  show  is  on 
the  skids,  however,  and  not  even  the  Spud 
Queen’s  Potato  Ballet  can  raise  the  ratings. 

Integral  to  the  show’s  salvation  are  a 
hopped-up  cowboy  star,  a  drowsy  sidekick. 
Horsefly  Hannah  (the  scourge  of  Montana) 
and  a  seed  potato.  The  audience  joins  in,  as  all 
peanut  galleries  must,  and  there’s  lots  of  sing¬ 
ing  and  carrying  on. 

The  semi-vast  cast  of  characters  is  created 
by  seasoned  actors  and  company  founders 
Rhonda  Smith  and  John  Hosking  and  alumni 
Thomas  Q.  Morris,  who  also  writes  and 


directs.  Morris  is  well  known  for  his  previous 
VTC  productions  “WUF’  and  “The  Clark  and 
Lewis  Show”  and  does  not  disappoint  with 
this  sketch  comedy. 

Upcoming  productions  of  the  Vigilantes’ 
new  show  include: 

•  Big  Timber  on  July  24  as  a  fundraiser  for 
the  Sweet  Grass  County  Community  Events 
Center  (406-932-4227). 

•  The  Gallatin  Gateway  Inn  on  Sept.  26  as 
a  fundraiser  for  the  Gallatin  Gateway  Youth 
Group  (406-587-8986). 

•  The  Livingston  Depot  Center  on  Oct.  2 
for  a  fundraiser  for  the  historic  depot  (406- 
222-2300). 

The  Vigilante  Theatre  Company  was 
founded  in  Dillon  in  1981  and,  at  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  Montana  State  University,  moved  to 
Bozeman  two  year  later.  After  27  years,  co¬ 
founders  Hosking  and  Smith  continue  to  act 


Rhonda  Smith  and  John  Hosking  take  the 
stage  in  the  "History  Mystery  Train." 


with  the  company. 

For  more  information,  call  406-586-3897 
or  visit  www.vigilantetheatrecompany.com. 


MSIP  tours  two  Shakespeare  favorites 


Palmer  Park  near  Charlo  is  among  the  stops  on  Mon¬ 
tana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks'  summer  tour. 


Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks 
begins  its  37th  season  with  two  of 
Shakespeare’s  most  popular  plays,  “The 
Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  and  “The 
Tempest.”  The  10- week  tour,  which 
begins  June  29  after  eight  initial  per¬ 
formances  in  Bozeman,  will  include  74 
performances  in  59  communities. 

The  troupe  brings  professional 
productions  at  no  cost  to  the  public 
to  communities  throughout  Montana, 
northern  Wyoming,  eastern  Idaho  and 
western  North  Dakota.  The  company’s 
10  professional  actors  bring  theatre  to 
communities  primarily  in  rural  areas  that 
may  not  otherwise  have  access  to  it. 

This  summer,  the  anticipated  audience  of 
over  30,000  will  be  treated  to  two  delightful 
comedies  that  cover  the  broad  perspective  of 
Shakespeare’s  genius  as  a  playwright. 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona,”  which  is 
one  of  Shakespeare’s  early  comedies,  is  a  hi¬ 
larious  romp  in  which  women  dress  in  men’s 
clothing  and  characters  climb  up  and  down 
rope  ladders  and  run  from  outlaws  as  two  sets 
of  young  lovers  learn  the  difference  between 
infatuation  and  love. 

“As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  the  meat  lies 
with  the  idealism  and  also  the  imperfections 


of  young  love,”  says  director  Will  Dickerson 
who  will  be  directing  his  first  production  for 
the  company  after  having  toured  as  an  actor 
for  two  seasons  and  serving  as  verse  coach  for 
the  past  three  years. 

Two  Gents’  two  distinct  worlds  are  set 
in  1890’s  Art  Nouveau  France  for  the  Milan 
scenes,  with  salons,  Monet  and  decadence, 
and  in  America  during  the  Industrial  Revolu¬ 
tion  -  very  tight  and  buttoned  up  -  for  the 
Verona  scenes. 

As  juxtaposition  to  the  lighthearted  play, 
MSIP  Artistic  Director  Joel  Jahnke  has  chosen 


the  magical  stoiy  of  “The  Tempest”  to 
round  out  the  2009  repertory. 

Believed  to  be  the  last  play  Shake¬ 
speare  wrote  by  himself  and  also  his 
farewell  to  the  world  of  the  theatre, 

“The  Tempest”  is  a  dense,  rich  story  of 
revenge  and  forgiveness  that  hurls  the 
audience  into  a  fascinating  world  filled 
with  spirits  and  imaginative  characters. 

Prospero,  with  help  from  his  trusted 
spirit  Ariel,  uses  his  wizardry  to  plan 
revenge  on  those  who  deposed  him  from 
his  dukedom  years  before.  The  play  ends 
with  Prospero  (played  by  MSIP  veteran 
Gordon  Carpenter  who  first  toured  with 
the  company  in  1983)  forgiving  all  as  he 
buries  his  magic  books  and  returns  to  his 
native  land. 

“Initially  what  attracted  me  to  this  play 
was  Prospero’s  journey  from  revenge  to 
forgiveness,  particularly  set  in  the  context  of 
this  being  one  of  the  last  plays  that  Shake¬ 
speare  wrote,”  says  Jahnke,  who  will  direct 
the  show.  He  plans  to  draw  inspiration  for 
staging  the  enthralling  tale  from  two  contem¬ 
porary  films,  “Pirates  of  the  Caribbean”  and 
“The  Lord  of  the  Rings." 

For  a  complete  schedule,  visit  www2. 
montana.edu/Shakespeare. 
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what's  your 
"aha"  moment? 
Record  it 

in  Billings 

The  2009  Aha  Mo¬ 
ment  tour,  a  nation¬ 
wide  effort  to  collect 
and  share  Americans' 
inspirational  mo¬ 
ments,  comes  to 
the  Yellowstone  Art 
Museum  parking  lot 
in  Billings  Sept.  2-3. 

The  tour's  unique 
mobile  television 
studio  began  visiting 
25  cities  throughout 
the  country  in  May 
to  chronicle  individu¬ 
als'  "aha"  moments 
and  upload  them  to 
ahamoment.com. 

"We  want  to  give 
people  everywhere 
a  chance  to  record 
those  amazing,  uplift¬ 
ing,  inspirational  mo¬ 
ments  that  changed 
their  lives,"  said  Mu¬ 
tual  of  Omaha  Senior 
Vice  President  John 
Hildenbiddle. 

Those  wishing  to 
share  their  "aha" 
moment  should  visit 
ahamoment.com  to 
check  out  tour  stops 
and  sign  up  for  a 
time.  Moments  col¬ 
lected  through  the 
tour  will  be  posted 
on  the  website.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  a  special  tour 
blog  will  allow  visitors 
to  follow  the  tour  and 
learn  more  about  the 
many  "aha"  moments 
that  are  encountered 
along  the  way. 

"An  'aha'  moment 
is  a  moment  of  clarity, 
a  deeply  personal  de¬ 
fining  moment  where 
you  gain  real  wis¬ 
dom,"  Hildenbiddle 
said.  "Whether  big  or 
small,  funny  or  sad, 
these  moments  have 
the  power  to  change 
lives." 
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Mission 
Mountain 
Wood  Band 
opens  for 
Doobie 
Brothers 

The  Mission  Moun¬ 
tain  Wood  Band  has 
been  confirmed  as  the 
opening  act  for  the 
Doobie  Brothers  when 
the  group  performs 
in  Big  Sky  on  Friday, 
Sept.  4,  at  Meadow 
Village  Pavilion. 

Also  on  the  bill  is 
well-known  singer/ 
songwriter  Jim  Sal- 
estrom,  best  known 
for  his  years  he  spent 
touring  with  Dolly 
Barton's  band,  will 
open  the  show  with  a 
solo  performance. 

Mission  Mountain 
Wood  Band  first 
came  to  national 
prominence  in  the 
1970s,  playing  over 
250  dates  a  year  at 
such  places  as  Mr. 
Kelly's  in  Chicago, 
CBCB's  in  New  York 
City,  the  Palomino  in 
Los  Angeles,  and  the 
Great  American  Music 
Hall  in  San  Francisco, 
and  countless  college 
campuses.  The  band 
is  made  up  of  original 
band  members  Rob 
Quist,  Steve  Riddle, 
Christian  Johnson, 
Greg  Reichenberg 
and  Craig  Davey,  with 
special  appearances 
by  Bruce  Robinson. 

This  outdoor 
show  marks  the  only 
Montana  date  for 
the  Doobie  Brothers, 
who  will  be  fresh  off 
a  spring  date  with  the 
Dead  and  a  summer 
tour  with  the  Allman 
Brothers.  For  more 
information,  please 
contact  the  Arts 
Council  of  Big  Sky  at 
406-995-2742  or  visit 
www.bigsky arts.org. 


Arts  Calendar  —  July/August 


July  U 

Wine  Classic  -  7-11  p.m.,  Museum  of  the  Rockies, 
406-994-7460 
July  17-19 

Blue  Dragon  Beads  Bead  Show  -  Wingate  Inn, 
406-360-6063 


Absarokee 

July  20 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  - 
6:30  p.m..  Fishtail  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 

Alberton 

July  18 

Railroad  Days  -  downtown, 
406-722-2233 

Anaconda 

July  10,  24,  31  and 
August  7,  14.  21.  28 

Alive  at  Five  -  Dursten  Park, 
406-563-2400 
July  17-19 

Art  in  Washoe  Park  -  Washoe  Park, 
Copper  Village  Museum  and  Arts 
Center,  406-563-2422 
July  25 

Copper  King  Express:  Music  for 
the  Soul  -  4-7  p.m..  Anaconda 
Railroad  and  Mining  Museum, 
877-563-5484 
August  7 

Historic  Bar  Tour  -  6  p.m.,  various 
venues,  406-563-2400 
August  24 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m.,  Washoe 
Park.  Montana  Shakespeare  in 
the  Parks,  406-994-1220 


Louisiana's  premier  Cajun  band  BeauSoieil  avec  Michael  Doucet 
brings  their  zydeco.  New  Orleans  jazz,  Tex-Mex,  country  and  blues 
music  to  Whitefish,  Helena  and  Butte. 


July  19 

John  Michael  Montgomery  -  6  p.m., 
Gallatin  County  Fairgrounds, 
406-582-3000 
July  21 

Josh  Ritter  -  8  p.m..  The  Emerson, 
707-480-2076 
July  23,  August  7 

Historic  Tours  of  Bozeman  -  Museum 
of  the  Rockies.  406-994-5282 
July  24 

Toast  of  the  Town  Fundraiser  -  6  p.m., 
MSU  Grove,  East  of  the  Duck 
Pond,  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 
July  31 

Christopher  Parkening  Master  Class 
Guest  Artist  Recital:  Andrew  York 
-  7:30  p.m.,  MSU  Reynolds  Recital 
Hall,  406-994-1911 
August  1 

Christopher  Parkening  Master 
■  Class  Student  Recital  -  7  p.m., 
MSU  Reynolds  Recital  Hall, 
406-994-1911 
August  5 

Bite  of  Bozeman  -  6-9  p.m..  Main 
Street,  406-586-4003 
August  7-9 

Little  Bear  School  House  Museum 
Antique  Show  -  Gallatin  County 
Fairgrounds,  406-388-1873 

Sweet  Pea  Festival  -  Lindley  Park, 


406-586-4003 


Arlee 

July  1-5 

Arlee  Celebration  and  Powwow  -  Powwow  Grounds, 
406-675-2700 

Baker 

July  7 

“The  Tempest”  -  6:30  p.m.,  Baker  Lake 
Amphitheater,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 

Basin 

August  15 

Benefit  Event  for  Montana  Artists  Refuge  -  10  a.m., 
downtown,  406-225-3500 

Belt 

July  18 

Belt  Summer  Celebration  -  II  a.m.,  Castner  Park. 
406-277-3621 

Big  Sky 

July  1-5 

Big  Sky  Folk  Harp  Festival  -  Big  Sky  Resort, 
406-370-7142 

July  5 

Sunday  Market  of  Arts  and  Crafts  -  noon-5  p.m.. 
Historic  Crail  Ranch,  406-995-4018 

July  9,  16,  23.  30  and  August  6,  13 

Music  in  the  Mountains  -  7  p.m..  Meadow 
Village  Concert  Stage,  Arts  Council  of  Big  Sky, 
406-995-2742 

July  11 

Strings  Under  the  Big  Sky  -  Meadow  Village  Concert 
Stage,  Arts  Council  of  Big  Sky,  406-995-2742 

July  18-19 

Trunk  Show  of  Rugs  and  Crafts  from  Kyrgyzstan 
-  Historic  Crail  Ranch,  406-995-4018 

July  25 

Bozeman  Symphony  Orchestra  Pops  Concert  - 
Meadow  Village  Concert  Stage,  Arts  Council  of  Big 
Sky.  406-995-2742 

August  1 

Big  Sky  Festival  of  the  Arts  -  10:30  a.m.-4  p.m..  Big 
Sky  Town  Center,  406-995-3000 


July  2,  9,  16,  23,  30  and  August  6 

St.  John’s  Summer  Concert  Series  -  6  p.m.,  St.  John’s 
Lutheran  Ministries  Pavilion,  406-655-5218 
July  9-11 

“All  Shook  Up”  -  Billings  Studio  Theatre, 
406-248-1141 
July  10-12 

Day  Out  With  Thomas  2009:  The  Great  Discovery 
Tour  -  9  a.m.-6  p.m.,  Billings  Depot,  Montana  Rail 
Link,  406-652-2948 

Depot  Days  -  Billings  Depot,  406-656-7273 
July  11 

George  Jones  -  8  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater,  Larry 
Shaeffer  EYesents,  406-256-6052 
July  18-19 

Rimrock  Opera  One-Act  Festival  -  Cisel  Hall,  MSU- 
Billings,  406-671-2214 

Summerfair  -  10  a.m. -5  p.m..  Veterans  Park, 
406-256-6804 
July  21 

“The  Tempest”  -  6:30  p.m..  Pioneer  Park,  Montana 

^Shakespeare  in  the  Parks.  406-994-1220 
July  23 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6:30  p.m., 

Dehler  Park,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 
July  25-26 

Clark  Days  -  Pompeys  Pillar  National  Monument, 
406-245-4111 
July  25 

Concert  For  A  Cause  -  4  p.m.,  Yellowstone  Valley 
Brewing  Co.,  406-671-9483 
July  29 

Staind  -  7  p.m.,  Rimrock  Auto  Arena,  MetraPark, 
406-256-2422 
August  7-15 

MontanaFair  -  MetraPark,  406-256-2422 
August  7 

Gaither  Vocal  Band  -  7  p.m.,  MetraPark, 
406-256-2422 
August  7-8 

Magic  City  Blues  Fest  -  6  p.m..  Montana  Avenue, 
406-670-2329 
August  8 

Nat  and  Alex  Wolff  -  2  p.m.,  MetraPark, 
406-256-2422 


August  7 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  4:30  p.m., 
Lindley  Park,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 
August  9 

“The  Tempest”  -  5  p.m.,  Lindley  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 
August  22 

Quilts  on  the  Lawn  -  10  a.m.-5  p.m..  The  Emerson, 
406-586-6097 
August  29 

Farm  Festival  -  1-5  p.m..  Museum  of  the  Rockies, 
406-994-2652 

Butte 

July  9  and  August  7 

Uptown  Artwalk  -  5-9  p.m..  Uptown,  406-497-6464 
July  10-12 

National  Folk  Festival  -  Uptown,  406-497-6464 
July  23-25 

Evel  Knievel  Days  -  Uptown,  406-491-6066 
August  1 

Jason  Michael  Carroll  -  7  p.m.,  Montana  Tech 
Alumni  Coliseum,  406-782-2102 
August  7-9 

An  Ri  R4  Montana  Irish  Festival  -  various  locations, 
800-735-6814 

Cardwell 

July  16 

Mining  for  the  Mother  Lode  -  6-10  p.m.,  Fiddler’s 
Green  Ranch,  406-723-3602 

Charlo 

August  22 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  Palmer  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Choteau 

July  3 

Choteau  Summer  Festival  -  City  Park,  Choteau 
Jaycees,  406-466-3139 
August  12 

‘The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m..  Skyline 
Lodge  lawn,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 


Big  Timber 

July  24 

“History  Mystery  Train”  -  Community  Events  Center, 
Vigilante  Theatre  Company,  406-932-4227 
August  31 

‘The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m..  City  Park, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 


Trace  Adkins  -  7  p.m.,  MetraPark,  406-256-2422 
August  9 

Peter  Frampton  -  7  p.m.,  MetraPark,  406-256-2422 
August  10 

Kelly  Clarksbn  -  7  p.m.,  MetraPark,  406-256-2422 
August  28-30  and  September  3-6,  10-13,  17-19 

“Dirty  Rotten  Scoundrels”  -  Billings  Studio  Theatre, 


Colstrip 

July  6 

“The  Tempest”  -  6:30  p.m..  Rye  Park  Pavilion, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 


Bigfork 

July  1,  4,  9,  14,  18,  23,  31  and  August  6,  9,  12.  17,  22 
‘The  Wiz”  -  Bigfork  Summer  Playhouse, 
406-837-4886 

July  2.  8.  12.  17,  22,  28  and  August  1,  5.  11.  15.  20 
“Seussical  the  Musical”  -  Bigfork  Summer 
Playhouse,  406-837-4886 
July  3,  6,  10.  15.  19.  25.  30  and  August  4,  8.  14.  19 
“Singin’  In  The  Rain”  -  Bigfork  Summer  Playhouse, 
406-837-4886 

July  5,  12,  19,  26  and  August  2,  9 

Riverbend  Concert  Series  -  7  p.m.,  Sliter  Park. 
406-837-5888 

July  7.  11.  16,  21.  24,  29  and  August  3,  7,  13.  18.  21 
‘The  Best  Little  Whorehouse  in  Texas”  -  8  p.m., 
Bigfork  Summer  Playhouse,  406-837-4886 
July  10 

Glacier  Symphony  and  Chorale  Summer  Pops  - 
6:30  p.m..  Harbor  Village  Pavilion,  406-257-3241 
July  26 

Benefit  Revue  -  8  p.m.,  Bigfork  Summer  Playhouse, 
406-837-4886 
August  1-2 

Bigfork  Festival  of  the  Arts  -  10  a.m.-5  p.m., 
downtown,  406-837-5888 
August  8 

Andrew  Leonard  -  7  p.m.,  Flathead  Lake  Lodge, 
406-837-4772 

Billings 

July  2.  9.  16,  23,  30  and  August  6,  13.  20.  27 
Alive  After  5  -  5-8  p.m.,  various  locations, 
406-259-5454 
July  2 

Saving  Abe!  -  7:30  p.m..  Shrine  Auditorium, 
406-259-4384 


406-248-1141 

Birney 

July  4 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  Poker  Jim  Butte,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Boulder 

August  25 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m.,  Jefferson 
County  Fairgrounds,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the 
Parks.  406-994-1220 

Bozeman 

July  2.  9,  16,  23,  30  and  August  6,  13,  20 

Music  on  Main  -  6:30  p.m..  Main  Street. 
406-586-4008 
July  3-4 

Sloryhill  Fest  2009  -  Hyalite  Youth  Camp, 
406-587-0245 
July  4 

Ice-Cream  Social  -  2-4  p.m.,  Museum  of  the  Rockies 
Living  History  Farm,  406-994-2652 
July  8.  15,  22,  29  and  August  5,  12,  19 

Lunch  on  the  Lawn  -  1 1 :30  a.m.- 1 :30  p.m.,  The 
Emerson,  406-587-9797 
July  9 

Montana  Chamber  Music  Festival  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU 
Reynolds  Recital  Hal],  406-551-4700 
July  10,  August  14 

Art  Gallery  Walk  -  6-8  p.m.,  downtown, 
406-586-4008 
July  10-12,  17-19.  24-26 

“The  Foreigner’*  -  The  Ellen  Theatre,  406-585-5885 
July  10-11 

Garden  and  Home  Tour  -  The  Emerson, 
406-580-9701 


Peter  Frampton  plays  Aug.  9  at 
MetraPark  during  the  MontanaFair 
and  also  at  Rockin'  the  Rivers  in 
Three  Forks  Aug.  8. 


July /August  2009  •  State  of  the  Arts 


Arts  Calendar  -  july/August 


July  26 

Montana  Stale  Fair  Concert:  America  with  the  Great 
Falls  Symphony  -  7  p.m.,  Montana  ExpoPark. 
406-727-8900 
July  27 

Montana  State  Fair  Concert:  Rodney  Atkins  -  7  p.m., 
Montana  ExpoPark,  406-727-8900 
July  28 

Montana  Stale  Fair  Concert:  Jake  Owen  -  9  p.m., 
Montana  ExpoPark,  406-727-8900 
July  29 

Montana  State  Fair  Concert:  Heidi  Newfield  -  9  p.m., 
Montana  ExpoPark,  406-727-8900 
July  30 

Montana  Slate  Fair  Concert:  Josh  Turner  -  9  p.m., 
Montana  ExpoPark,  406-727-8900 
July  31 

Montana  State  Fair  Concert:  Gary  Allan  -  9  p.m., 
Montana  ExpoPark,  406-727-8900 
August  I 

Montana  State  Fair  Concert:  Bret  Michaels  -  9  p.m., 
Montana  ExpoPark,  406-727-8900 
August  2 

Michelle  Berger  and  Thomas  Barthei:  “Gershwin 
and  Friends”  -  3  p.m..  The  History  Museum. 
406-452-3462 
August  10 

Buckcherry  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center  for  the 
Performing  Arts,  406-453-4102 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m..  University 
of  Great  Falls,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 
August  11 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  University  of  Great  Falls, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 
August  14-16 

Downpour  Festival  -  Centene  Stadium,  406-453-1542 
August  14 

Hot  Summer  Nights  Live:  Luke  Bryan  -  Club 
BigHouse,  406-452-6021 
August  21 

Jeni  Dodd  and  Dale  Lee  -  7  p.m.,  Lewis  and  Clark 
Interpretive  Center,  406-727-8733 
August  22 

C-M.  Russell  Chautauqua  -  10  a.m.,  C.M.  Russel! 
Museum.  406-727-8787 
August  31 

“Chicago”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center  for  the 
Performing  Arts,  406-455-8514 

Hamilton 

Ju/y  1.  8,  15,  22,  29  and  August  5 

Wild  Wednesdays  -  1:30  p.m.,  Bitterroot  Public 
Library  lawn,  406-363-1670 
July  2,  16,  August  6,  20  « 

Bitterroot  Community  Band  -  8  p.m..  Legion  Park, 
406-642-3224 

July  7.  14,  21.  28  and  August  4,  11.  18.  25 

Tuesday  at  12  -  noon-1  p.m..  Legion  Park, 
406-363-5220 


Columbia  Falls 

July  2,  9,  16,  23,  30,  August  6 

Summer  Concert  Series  -  Don  Lawrence 
Amphitheater,  Marantette  Park,  406-892-5070 
July  24-26 

Heritage  Days  -  downtown,  406-892-2072 

Cooke  City 

August  29 

“The  Tempest”  -  5:30  p.m..  Silver  Gate  Park. 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Creston 

July  27-31 

Home  and  Garden  Tours  -  Bibler  Garden, 
406-756-3963 

Crow  Agency 

August  13-17 

Crow  Fair  and  Rodeo  -  along  the  Little  Bighorn 
River,  406-638-3896 

Cut  Bank 
July  24-26 

Lewis  and  Clark  Festival  -  City  Park,  406-740-2591 
August  5 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m..  City  Park, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Deer  Lodge 

July  16-18,  23-26,  30-31  and  August  6-8 

“Urinetown”  -  Powell  County  High  School  Band 
Room,  Cutler  Brothers  Productions,  406-846-3543 
July  25-26 

Grant-Kohrs  Ranch  Days  -  Grant-Kohrs  Ranch, 
406-846-2070 
July  31 

‘The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m.,  Old 
Montana  Prison  Yard,  Montana  Sh^espeare  in  the 
Parks,  406-994-1220 

Dillon 

July  4.  9,  16.  23 

Lunch  and  Dinner  in  the  Park  -  Jaycee  Park, 
Southwest  Montana  Arts  Council,  406-683-7772 
July  4.  11.  25  and  August  1,  8,  15,  22,  29 

Saturday  Programs  -  Old  Church  in  Bannack  State 
Park.  406-834-3413 
July  18 

Boardwalk  Arts  and  Crafts  -  9  a.m.-6  p.m..  Depot 
Park,  406-683-5511 
July  30 

‘The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m.,  JayCee 
Park,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 

Ekalaka 

July  8 

“Tlie  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6;30  p.m.,  Dahl 
Memorial  Lawn.  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the 
Parks,  406-994-1220 
August  7-9 

Artists  of  the  Prairie  -  10  a.ra.-5  p.m..  Grade  School 
Gymnasium,  406-775-6644 

Elmo 

July  17-19 

Standing  Arrow  Powwow  -  Powwow  Grounds, 
406-849-5541 


Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks 
presents  "The  Tempest"  and  "The  Two 
Gentlemen  of  Verona"  throughout 
Montana  this  summer. 

(Winslow  Studio  and  Calleiy  photo) 


Georgetown  Lake 

July  12 

Members  of  the  Muir  String  Quartet  and  Guests 

-  4  p.m.,  St.  Timothy’s  Chapel,  St.  Timothy’s 
Summer  Music  Festival,  41)6-563-2616 

July  26 

Jim  Salestrom  -  4  p.m.,  St.  Timothy’s  Chapel,  St. 
Timothy’s  Summer  Music  Festival,  406-563-2616 
August  9 

Karen  Herrin,  Ruth  Rotundi  and  Sutton  Smith 

-  4  p.m.,  St.  Timothy’s  Chapel,  St.  Timothy’s 
Summer  Music  Festival,  406-563-2616 

August  23 

Barbara  Blegen  and  Steven  Hesla  -  4  p.m.,  St. 
Timothy’s  Chapel.  St.  Timothy’s  Summer  Music 
Festival,  406-563-2616 

Glacier  National  Park 

July  1-4.  6-11,  13-18.  20-25,  27 

and  August  1.  3-8,  10-15,  17-22,  24-29,  31 

David  Walbura:  “American  West  Series”  -  9  p.m., 
Many  Glacier  Hotel,  406-892-2525 

Glendive 

July  9 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  7  p.m.,  Hiatt 
Amphitheater,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 

406-994-1220 


Deadline  for  the  September/October 
Arts  Calendar  is  July  25,  2009 
TO  SUBMIT  AN  EVENT: 

•  www.livelytimes.com, 
click  on  submit  an  event 
•  email:  writeus@livelytimes.com 
•  to  send  by  mail,  use  form  on  page  27: 
Lively  Times,  33651  Eagle  Pass  Trail, 
Charlo.  MT  59824 


America  appears  with  the  Great  Falls  Symphony 
July  26  at  the  Montana  State  Fair  in  Great  Falls. 


Ennis 
August  8 

Madison  Valley  Arts  Festival  -  10  a.m. -4  p.m.,  Peter 
T’s  Park,  406-682-4416 

Eureka 

August  18 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  Historical  Village,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Ferndale 

July  11 

Rockin’  for  Ravenwood  VII  -  4  p.m.,  Rocky 
Mountain  Roadhouse,  406-837-7279 

Forsyth 

July  5 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m.. 

Courthouse  East  Lawn,  Montana  Shakespeare  In 
the  Parks.  406-994-1220 

Fort  Benton  ' 

August  6 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  City  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Fort  Kipp 

July  3-5 

Fort  Kipp  Powwow  -  Celebration  Grounds. 
406-786-3431 

Fort  Peck 

July  3-5 

“Wizard  of  Oz”  -  Fort  Peck  Summer  Theatre, 
406-526-9943 
July  10-12,  17-19,  24-26 

“Hello.  Dolly!”  -  Fort  Peck  Summer  Theatre. 
406-526-9943 

July  31  and  August  2,  August  7-9,  14-16 

“Grease”  -  Fort  Peck  Summer  Theatre,  406-526-9943 
August  21-23,  28-30  and  September  4-6 

“The  Foreigner”  -  Fort  Peck  Summer  Theatre, 
406-526-9943 

Gallatin  Gateway 

July  31 

Sweet  Pea  Festival  Ball  -  7  p.m.,  Gallatin  Gateway 
Inn,  406-522-0404 

Gardiner 

August  2 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  2  p.m.,  Arch  Park. 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 


Great  Falls 

July  1 

Great  Falls  Symphony:  “Summer 
in  America”  -  7  p.m.,  Mansfield 
Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 

406-453-4102 
July  2,  9.  16.  23,  30 
and  August  6,  13.  20,  27 

Alive  at  Five  -  5-9  p.m.,  downtown, 

406-453-6151 
July  3,  August  7 

First  Friday  Artwalk  -  6-9  p.m.. 
downtown,  406-761-7156 
July  6 

Saving  Abel  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield 
Convention  Center,  406-761-1900 
July  8 

3  Doors  Down  -  7:30  p.m..  Four 
Seasons  Arena.  ExpoPark, 

406-727-8900 

Hot  Summer  Nights  Live: 

Emerson  Drive  -  Club  BigHouse, 

406-452-6021 
July  9,  August  13 

Front  Range  Writers  Poetry  and 
Prose  Reading  -  7  p.m.,  Hastings 
Books  Hard  Back  Cafe.  406-799-532 1 
July  11-12 

Blue  Dragon  Beads  Bead  Show  -  Hampton  Inn, 
406-360-6063 
July  12 

George  Jones  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center  for 
the  Performing  Arts,  Larry  Shaeffer  Presents, 
406-453-4102 

Saddles  and  Spurs  Family  Day  -  noon-4  p.m.,  C.M. 
Russell  Museum,  406-727-8787 
July  17 

Hot  Summer  Nights  Live:  Great  White  -  Club 
BigHouse.  406-452-6021 
July  18 

Bluegrass  on  the  Bay  -  1 1  a.m.-l  1  p.m..  Odd  Fellows 
Park,  406-452-3462 

Jack  Gladstone  -  7  p.m.,  Lewis  and  Clark  Interpretive 
Center,  406-727-8733 
July  21.  28  and  August  1  /.  18.  25 

Summer  Music  in  the  Library  Park  -  7  p.m..  Library 
Park,  406-453-0349 
July  24-August  2 

Montana  State  Fair  -  Montana  ExpoPark, 
406-727-8900 
July  25 

Montana  State  Fair  Concert:  Lady  Antebellum 
-  7  p.m.,  Montana  ExpoPark.  406-727-8900 


July  13 

Reading:  Rick  Bass  -  7  p.m..  Chapter  One  Book 
Store.  406-363-5220 
July  23 

Children’s  Lawn  Party  and  Bitierrool  Valley 
Community  Band  Concert  -  2  p.m.,  Daly  Mansion, 
406-363-6004  ext  3 
July  24-26 

Hardtimes  Bluegrass  Festival  -  The  Thomas  Ranch, 
406-821-3777 
July  25 

Daly  Days  -  Daly  Mansion,  406-363-6(X)4  ext  3 
July  30 

The  Kent  Curtiss  Band  -  8  p.m..  Legion  Park, 
406-642-3224 
August  7 

Roundup  at  Riverside  -  5:30  p.m.,  Daly  Mansion, 
406-363-6004  ext  3 
August  8 

Kids  in  The  Garden  -  Daly  Mansion.  406-961-0107 
August  13 

Five  Valley  Accordians  -  8  p.m..  Legion  Park, 
406-642-3224 


Continued  on  next  page 
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Helena  hosts 

chalk-painting 

festival 

Have  you  ever 
wanted  to  paint  the 
town  red  -  or  yel¬ 
low,  blue  or  green? 
Opportunities  await 
during  the  Chalk 
Up  Helena!  sidewalk 
chalk-painting  festival 
on  July  1 8. 

Sponsored  by  the 
City  of  Helena  Public 
Art  Committee,  this 
family-event  will  be 
held  in  conjunction 
with  the  Downtown 
Sidewalk  Summerfest. 
Last  year,  over  70 
entries  were  created 
by  families,  daycare 
centers,  couples,  and 
groups  of  friends  in 
addition  to  chalk  art 
by  individual  artists. 

Artists  and  non-art¬ 
ists  alike  are  invited 
to  participate,  but 
all  who  wish  par¬ 
ticipate,  including 
helpers,  must  submit 
an  application  form 
and  non-refundable 
application  fee. 

Artwork  is  created 
from  9  a.m. -2  p.m. 
with  artist  awards 
given  at  3  p.m. 

Application  forms, 
along  with  the  rules 
and  guidelines,  are 
available  at  helena 
publicarts.com;  call 
406-447-8491  for 
details. 
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Artisan  Dance 
celebrates  15th 
anniversary 

Artisan  Dance 
presents  its  an¬ 
nual  summer  ballet 
performances  8  p.m. 
July  29-31  at  the 
Myrna  toy  Center  in 
Helena. 

Celebrating  its  15th 
year  as  a  professional 
ballet  troupe,  Artisan 
Dance  will  honor 
the  Carroll  College 

centennial  \A/ith  three 

works  by  artistic  direc¬ 
tor  Sallyann  Mulcahy 
-  each  a  collaboration 
with  present  and  for¬ 
mer  Carroll  Fine  Arts 
Department  faculty 
members. 

The  program 
includes  the  world 
premiere  of  a  ballet, 
"Annette,"  in  memory 
of  Carroll  professor 
Sister  Annette  Moran. 
The  ballet  is  set  to  an 
song  cycle,  composed 
by  Carroll  music  pro¬ 
fessor  Dr.  Lynn 
Petersen  and  sung  by 
Heather  Barnes. 

"A  Delicate  Force," 
featuring  the  poetry 
of  Ed  Noonan,  weaves 
movement  through 
the  ups  and  downs  of 
daily  life. 

And  "Out  of  Ashes" 
returns  for  a  special 
encore  performance 
after  1 0  years.  This 
ballet,  which  remem¬ 
bers  the  Mann  Gulch 
fires  that  claimed  1 3 
smokejumpers'  lives, 
features  a  composi¬ 
tion  by  former  Carroll 
music  director  and 
Helena  Symphony 
conductor  Elizabeth 
Sellers. 

Tickets  are  $20  and 
available  by  calling 
406-443-0287.  For 
more  information, 
call  406-447-5508 
or  visit  www.artisan 
dance.com. 
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Hamilton  (continued) 

August  23 

Riverside  Lawn  Game  Tournament  -  noon-4  p.m., 

Daly  Mansion,  406-363-6004  ext.  3 
"The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona"  -  6  p.m.,  Daly 
Mansion,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 
August  27 

Montana  Acappella  Society  -  8  p.m..  Legion  Park, 
406-642-3224 

Hardin 

July  3 

"The  Tempest"  -  6:30  p.m..  South  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Havre 

July  1,  8,  15,  22.  29  and  August  5,  12 

Kicks  @6-6  p.m..  Town  Square  Park.  406-265-4383 

Helena 

July  1.  8.  15.  22.  29  and  August  5.  12.  19.  26 

Alive  @  Five  -  5-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-447-1535 
Resident  Artist  Lecture  Series  -  7:30  p.m.,  Archie 
Bray  Foundation,  406-443-3502 

July  I 

Summer  at  the  Society  -  1 1  a.m.-l  p.m..  Montana 
Historical  Society,  406-444-4789 
Utah  Valley  Children's  Choir  -  7  p.m..  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  406-458-4816 
July  6 

Mondays  at  the  Myrna:  Deborah  Henson  Conant 

-  8  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy  Center.  406-443-0287 
July  9 

pARTy  -  6-9  p.m..  Holler  Museum  of  An, 
406-442-6400 

Sierra  Hull  -  8  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy  Center, 

406-443-0287 
July  10-12,  16-19 

‘The  25lh  Annual  Putnam  County  Spelling  Bee” 

-  Grandstreel  Theatre,  406-447-1 574 
July  11 

Artist  Talk:  Don  Reitz  -  7:30  p.m.,  Archie  Bray 
Foundation,  406-443-3502 
July  13 

Mondays  at  the  Myrna:  BeauSoleil  -  8  p.m.,  Myrna 
Loy  Center,  406-443-0287 
July  18 

Chalk  Up  Helena  -  9  a.m.-2  p.m..  Walking  Mall, 
406-447-8491 

Symphony  Under  the  Stars:  “Some  Enchanted 
Evening”  -  8:30  p.m.,  Carroll  College, 
406-442-1860 
July  20 

Mondays  at  the  Myrna:  Josh  Ritter  -  8  p.m.,  Myrna 
Loy  Center,  406-443-0287 
July  22 

Little  Big  Town  -  Grandstand  Arena,  Lewis  and  Clark 
County  Fairgrounds,  406-457-8516 
July  25 

Scholarship  Benefit  Live  Auction  and  Brickyard  Bash 

-  6  p.m.,  Archie  Bray  Foundation,  406-443-3502 

July  27  * 

Mondays  at  the  Myrna:  Mad  Buffalo  -  8  p.m.,  Myrna 
Loy  Center,  406-443-0287 
July  29-31 

Artisan  Dance  Summer  Ballet  -  8  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy 
Center,  406-447-5508 
July  31-August  2,  August  5-9,  12-15 

‘Tommy”  -  Grandstreet  Theatre,  406-447-1574 
August  3 

Mondays  at  the  Myrna:  Richie  Havens  -  8  p.m., 
Myrna  Loy  Center,  406-443-0287 
August  4 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  Anchor  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

AugMjt  8 

Artist  Talk:  Sam  Chung  -  7:30  p.m.,  Archie  Bray 
Foundation,  406-443-3502 
August  8-9 

Montana  Wild  West  Fest  -  Kleffner  Ranch, 
406-458-3700 
August  10 

Mondays  at  the  Myrna:  Grada  -  8  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy 
Center,  406-443-0287 


josh  Ritter  makes  appearances  at  the  Myrna 
Loy  in  Helena  july  20  and  at  The  Emerson  in 
Bozeman  july  21. 


August  17 

Mondays  at  the  Myrna:  Beth  Lapides  -  8  p.m.,  Myrna 
Loy  Center,  406-443-0287 
August  20-23 

Western  Rendezvous  of  Art  -  Red  Lion  Colonial 
Hotel,  406-442-4263 
August  24 

Mondays  at  the  Myrna: 

Drum  Brothers  -  8  p.m., 

Myrna  Loy  Center, 

406-443-0287 

Heron 

August  15 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m., 
ball  field,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the 
Parks,  406-994-1220 

Huntley 

July  10-11 

Homesteader  Days, 

Homesteader  Hall. 

Huntley  Project  Lion’s 
Club,  406-967-3131 
July  10 

Sawyer  Brown  -  7  p.m.. 

Homesteader  Hall, 

Huntley  Project  Lion’s 
Club,  406-967-3131 

Jefferson  City 

July  10-12.  16-19.  23-26. 

30-31  and  August  1-2 
"Private  Lives”  -  Tizer 
Botanic  Gardens. 

Montana  Shakespeare 
Company,  406-459-4386 
July  19  and  August  14,  16 
High  Tea  in  the  Garden 

-  2  p.m.,  Tizer  Botanic 
Gardens,  406-933-8789 

July  26 

Things  with  Wings  Festival  -  Tizer  Botanic  Gardens, 
406-933-8789 

Kalispell 

July  1.  7-8.  14-15,  21-22,  28-29 
and  August  1.  4-5,  11,  18.  25 

Picnic  in  the  Park  -  Depot  Park,  406-758-7717 
July  10-12 

Artists  and  Craftsmen  of  the  Flathead  Summer 
Art  and  Crafts  Show  -  Courthouse  West  Park, 
406-881-4288 
July  11 

Glacier  Symphony  and  Chorale  Symphony  Pops 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Rebecca  Farm,  406-257-3241 
July  17-19 

Norlhwe.st  Montana  Polka  Festival  -  Eagles  Lodge, 
406-883-6151 
July  24-26 

Arts  in  the  Park  -  Depot  Park,  406-755-5268 
August  8-9 

Blue  Dragon  Beads  Bead  Show  -  Hampton  Inn, 
406-360-6063 
August  18 

John  Michael  Montgomery  -  7:30  p.m.,  Flathead 
County  Fairgrounds,  406-758-5810 
August  19 

Terri  Clark  -  7:30  p.m.,  Rathead  County  Fairgrounds, 
406-758-5810 
August  23 

Museums  and  Music:  A  Festival  of  Culture  -  noon- 
4  p.m.,  Conrad  Mansion,  Hockaday  Museum  pf  Art 
and  the  Museum  at  Central  School,  406-755-5268 

Laurel 

July  22 

“TTie  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m.,  practice 
football  field,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 

Lewistown 

July  1 

‘The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6:30  p.m.. 
Fairgrounds  Gazebo,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the 
Parks,  406-994-1220 
August  13-16 

Montana  Cowboy  Poetry  Gathering  and  Western 
Music  Rendezvous  -  Fergus  Center  for  the 
Performing  Arts  and  Yogo  Inn.  406-535-8721 

Libby 

August  7-8 

“Oliver”  -  7  p.m..  Memorial  Center,  Kootenai 
Heritage  Council,  406-393-9643 
August  16 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m..  Middle 
School  Amphitheater,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the 
Parks,  406-994- 1 220 
August  17 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  Middle  School 
Amphitheater,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 

Livingston 

July  3-5 

Festival  of  the  Arts  -  Depot  Rotary  Park. 
406-222-2300 

July  10-12,  17-19,  23-24.  26.  31  and  August  2 

‘The  Nerd”  -  Blue  Slipper  Theatre,  406-222-8570 
July  16 

Movies  on  the  Lawn  -  7  p.m.,  Livingston  Depot 
Center,  406-222-2300 
July  17-19 

Summerfesl  -  Sacajawea  Park,  406-222-8155 
July  24,  August  28 

Art  Walk  -  5:30-8  p.m.,  downtown,  406-222-0850 
July  25 

Clyde  Aspevig  Benefit  -  2  p.m.,  Lincoln  School, 
406-222-0723 
August  16 

Bark  in  the  Park  -  noon-5  p.m..  Miles  Park, 
406-222-1313 


August  20 

Railroad  Songs  and  Stories  -  7  p.m.,  Livingston 
Depot  Center.  406-222-2300 

Malta 

July  19 

Historic  Home  and  Garden  Tour  -  various  venues, 
406-654-1037 
August  15 

Centennial  Ball  of  1909  -  7  p.m.,  H.  G.  Robinson 
House,  406-654-1037 


Manhattan 

August  1 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m.,  Alterbrand  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Miles  City 

July  13 

“The  Tempest”  -  6:30  p.m..  Pumping  Plant  Park, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Missoula 

July  1.  8.  15.  22,  29.  August  5 

Missoula  City  Band  Concerts  -  Bonner  Park, 
406-728-2400  ext  7041 
July  1.  8,  15,  22,  29  and  August  5,  12.  19,  26 

Out  to  Lunch-  11  a.m. -1:30  p.m.,  Caras  Park, 
406-543-4238 

July  2,  9,  16,  23,  30  and  August  6,  13,  20,  27 

Downtown  Tonight  -  5:30-8:30  p.m.,  Caras  Park. 
406-543-4238 
July  3,  August  7 

First  Friday  Gallery  Night  -  5-8  p.m.,  downtown, 
406-532-3240 
July  4 

Fourth  of  July  Celebration  -  8  a.m.-4  p.m..  Fort 
Missoula  Historical  Museum.  406-728-3476 
July  5 

Saving  Abel  -  7:30  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre, 
800-965-4827 
July  14 

Lacuna  Coil  -  8  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre,  800-965-4827 

Reading:  James  Lee  Burke  -  7  p.m..  Fact  and  Fiction 
Downtown,  406-721-2881 

Reading:  Kevin  Canty  -  7  p.m.,  Shakespeare  and  Co., 
406-549-9010 
July  15-18 

International  Choral  Festival  -  various  venues, 
406-721-7985 
July  15 

Reverend  Horton  Heat  -  8:30  p.m..  Wilma  Theatre, 
800-965-4827 
July  17-25 

The  Missoula  Colony  -  A  Gathering  of  Artists  in 
Support  of  the  Writer’s  Craft  -  UM  Montana 
Theatre  in  the  PARTV  Center,  406-243-6809 
July  18 

Hip  Strip  Block  Party  -  4-10  p.m.,  Boone  and 
Crockett  Club.  406-541-7171 
July  25-26 

MCT  Summer  Day  Camp  Performance:  “Snow  White 
and  the  Seven  Dwarfs”  -  3  ai^d  5  p.m..  MCT  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts,  406-728-PLAY 
July  25 

Reading:  Aaron  Patterson  -  10:30  a.m..  Fact  and 
Fiction  Downtown,  406-721-2881 
July  26 

Clutch  -  8  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre,  800-965-4827 
July  30,  August  I 

Summer  Opera  Festival:  “Rigoletto”  -  7:30  p.m.. 
University  Theatre,  Montana  Lyric  Opera, 
406-542-7423 
July  31 

Kevin  Costner  and  Modern  West  -  8  p.m..  Wilma 
Theatre,  800-965-4827 
August  6 

Hot  Tuna  -  8  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre,  406-728-2521 
August  8 

Contemporary  Piano  Concert  by  Eric  Moe  -  I  p.m., 
Missoula  Art  Museum,  406-728-0447 
August  12 

Baby  Bash  -  7:30  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre,  800-965-4827 
August  14-15 

“Wear  it  Again”  Jewelry  Sale  -  Immanuel  Lutheran 
Church,  Montana  Radio  Reading  Service, 
406-721-1998 
August  20-22 

“Thirty  Candles:  A  Celebration  of  Three  Decades” 

-  MCT  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 
406-728-PLAY 
August  26 

Bob  Weir  and  Ratdog  -  8:30  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre, 
800-965-4827 


The  Internation  Choral  Festival  brings  over  15  choirs  and  choral 
groups  from  around  the  world  to  Missoula  july  15-18,  including 
this  choir  from  South  Korea. 
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August  28-30 

Blue  Dragon  Beads  Bead  Show  -  Wingate  Inn, 
406-360-6063 
August  29-30 

River  City  Roots  Festival  -  downtown,  406-543-4238 
Nevada  City 

July  3-5.  10-12,  17-19,  24-26,  31 
and  August  1-2,  7-9,  14-16,  21-23,  28-30 
Living  History  Weekends  -  Alder  Gulch, 

406-843-5247 

Pablo 
July  22 

Music  Cultural  Exchange  -  1-2:30  p.m..  People’s 
Center.  406-675-0160 

Paradise 
July  21-23 

Montana  Baroque  Music  Festival  -  7  p.m.,  Quinn’s 
Hot  Springs.  406-826-3600 

Phiiipsburg 

July  3.  5.  9,11,17,19,  24,26,  30 
and  August  1.  7-8,  14-15,  21,  23,  27,  29 

“Having  a  Wonderful  Time,  Wish  You  Were  Her” 

-  Opera  House  Theatre,  406-859-0013 
July  3-4,  10,  12,  16,  18,  23,  25,  31, 
and  August  1,  7,  9,  13.  15,  21-22,  28,  30 

Vaudeville  Variety  Extravaganza  -  Opera  House 
Theatre,  406-859-0013 
July  4,  10.  17-18,24-25,  31 
and  August  6,  8,  16,  20,  22,  28-29 

“Butterscotch”  -  Opera  House  Theatre,  406-859-0013 
July  31 -August  1 

Rocky  Mountain  Accordion  Celebration  -  downtown, 
406-859-3812 
August  13 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona"  -  6  p.m..  City  Park, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 
August  23 

Art  and  Jazz  on  Broadway  -  1 1  a.m.-5  p.m., 

Broadway  Street,  406-859-0066  or  859-7799 

Plains 

August  14 

“The  Tempest”  -  7  p.m.,  school  grounds,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Poison 

July  4,  11,  18,  25  and  August  1,  8,  15,  22,  29 
Pickin’  in  the  Park  -  1-5  p.m.,  Sacajawea  Park, 
406-883-6804 
July  8-12,  15-19,  22-26 

“On  Golden  Pond”  -  John  Dowdall  Theatre,  Port 
Poison  Players,  406-883-9212 
July  18-19 

Poison  Main  Street  Flathead  Cherry 
Festival  -  Main  Street,  406-883- 
5800 

July  29-August  2,  August  5-9 

“Three  Voices”  -  John  Dowdall 
Theatre,  Port  Poison  Players, 

406-883-9212 
August  8 

Sandpiper  Gallery’s  Outdoor 
Art  Festival  -  10  a.m.-5  p.m.. 

Courthouse  Lawn,  406-883-5956 
August  12-16,  19-23,  26-30 

“Oomph!”  -  John  Dowdall  Theatre, 

Port  Poison  Players,  406-883-9212 

Pray 

August  27 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona” 

-  6  p.m.,  Chico  Hot  Springs  lawn, 

Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 

406-994-1220 

Red  Lodge 

July  24-25 

Montana  State  Old  Time  Fiddlers 
Contest  -  Middle  School, 

406-736-5391 
July  25 

Art  in  the  Beartooths  -  6-9  p.m.,  Lion’s  Park,  Carbon 
County  Arts  Guild,  406-4^-1370 
August  1-2 

Festival  of  Nations  -  Lions  Park,  406-860-1902 
August  30 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  Lions  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Ronan 

July  3 

Highway  to  Hell  -  6:30  p.m.,  Main  Street, 
406-261-6592 
July  31-August  2 

Ronan  Pioneer  Days  -  downtown,  406-676-8660 

Roundup 

July  2-5 

Roundup  Independence  Days  Extravaganza  - 
downtown.  406-323-1936 
July  2 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona"  -  6  p.m.,  City  Park, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks.  406-994-1220 

Shelby 
July  11 

Bear  River  Boogie  III  -  4-10  p.m.,  Williamson  Park 
on  the  Marias  River,  406-424-8585 

Sidney 

July  1 1 

Sunrise  Festival  of  the  Arts  -  9  a.m.-4  p.m..  Veteran’s 
Memorial  Park,  406-433-1916 
“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6:30  p.m.. 
Veteran’s  Park,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 
August  1-2 

Indian  Arts  Showcase  -  Fort  Union  Trading  Post, 
406-433-1916 


Somers 

July  18 

Cajun  Street  Dance  featuring  Curley  Taylor  and 
Zydeco  Trouble  -  7  p.m.,  downtown,  406-857-3119 

St.  Ignatius 

July  17-19 

Good  Old  Days  -  various  locations,  406-745-2201 

August  21 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m.,  St.  Ignatius 
Amphitheater,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 

St.  Mary 

July  16-18 

Internationa!  Traditional  Games  Summer  Camp 
-  Chewing  Black  Bones  Campground,  Lower  St. 
Mary  Lake,  406-360-1936 

Stanford 

July  18-19 

C.  M.  Russell  Stampede  -  Fairgrounds,  406-566-2422 

Stevensville 

July  3,  August  7 

First  Friday  -  6-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-777-3773 

Superior 

August  20 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m.,  high  school  grounds, 
Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

Swan  Lake 

July  5 

Celebrating  the  American  Cowboy  -  6-9  p.m.. 
Laughing  Horse  Lodge,  406-886-2080 

Terry 

August  1 

Evelyn  J.  Cameron  Gala  -  5:30  p.m.,  Fairgrounds, 
Evelyn  Cameron  Foundation,  406-635-4966 

Three  Forks 

August  3 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m., ,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  Parks,  406-994-1220 

August  7-9 

Rockin’  the  Rivers  -  The  Bridge.  Jefferson  River 
Canyon,  406-285-0099 

Townsend 

July  18-19 

Townsend  Quilt  Show  -  High  School,  406-227-9610 

August  26 

“The  Tempest”  -  6  p.m..  Heritage  Fun  Park,  Montana 
Shakespeare  in  the  P^ks,  406-994-1220 


Troy 

July  17-19 

Kootenai  River  Bluegrass  Festival  -  Roosevelt  Park, 
406-295-9536 

Twin  Bridges 

July  25 

Floating  Flotillas  and  Fish  Fantasies  -  Madison 
County  Fairgrounds,  406-684-5701 

Virginia  City 

July  1-2,  5,  10,  15,  18,  25 

“Aggie,  the  Mail-Order  Bride,  or  a  Damsel  in  Di’ 
West”  -  Opera  House,  406-843-5314 
July  1,  4,  8,  11,  15,  17,  19.  22.  24,  28-30 
and  August  1-2,  5.  8,  12,  15,  19-22 

“Rustle  Your  Bustle”  -  Opera  House,  406-843-5314 
or  800-829-2969 
July  1 -August  31 

The  Brewery  Follies  -  4  and  8  p.m.,  Gilbert  Brewery, 
406-843-5218  or  800-829-2969 
July  I,  8,  15,  22,  29  and  August  5,  12,  19 

“Walk  and  Talk”  History  Programs  -  6  p.m.. 
Rehearsal  Hall,  406-682-4102 
July  2-3,  9-10,  16-17,  23-24,  30-31 
and  August  6-7,  13-14,  20-21,  27-28 

Movie  Magic  -  1  p.m..  Opera  House,  406-843-5314 
July  3-4,  7-9,  11-12,  14.  16,  18,  21-23,  26.  29,  31 
and  August  1,  4-6,  9,  12,  14,  16 

“Sweeney  Todd,  the  Demon  Barber  of  Fleet  Street” 

-  Opera  House.  406-843-53 14  or800-829-2969 
August  7-8,  11,  13,  15,  18-19,  22-23.  25-30 
“The  Marriage  Proposal”  -  Opera  House, 
406-843-5314  or  800-829-2969 
August  7-9 

Virginia  City  Art  Show  -  Community  Center  and 
along  the  Boardwalk,  406-843-5555 


The  Port  Poison  Players  present  "On  Golden  Pond" 

)uly  8-26  at  their  beautiful  theatre  on  the  lake  in  Poison. 
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Pianist  Grace  Nikae  participates  in  Festival 
Amadeus  in  Whitefish  July  27-August  1. 


August  22 

Grand  Victorian  Ball  for  Peace  1865  -  7  p.m.. 
Community  Center  Ballroom.  406-682-4935 
August  28-30 

Blues  Fest  -  Bale  of  Hay  Saloon,  406-843-5700 

West  Yellowstone 

July  1-4,  6-11,  13-18,  20-25.  27-31 
and  August  1,  3-8,  10-15,  17-22,  24-29 

Playmill  Theatre  Season  -  Playmili  Theatre, 
406-646-7757 

July  4,  25  and  August  1,  7,  15 

Music  in  the  Park  -  7-10  p.m.,  Town  Park, 
406-646-7701 
July  18 

Heritage  Celebration  -  5  p.m..  Union  Pacific  Dining 
Lodge,  406-646-7461 
July  25 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m..  Union 
Pacific  Dining  Hal!  Lawn,  Montana  Shakespeare  in 
the  Parks,  406-994-1220 
August  14-17 

50th  Anniversary  of  Hebgen  Lake  Earthquake  - 
Earthquake  L^e  Visitor  Center,  406-823-6965 
August  20-26 

Corralling  of  Painted  Buffalo  Herd  -  Yellowstone 
Historic  Center  Museum  Lawn,  406-646-71 19 
August  28-29 

West  Yellowstone  Regional  Art  Show  -  10  a.m.-8  p.m.. 
Holiday  Inn  Conference  Center,  406-646-7119 
August  29 

Painted  Buffalo  Roam  Art  Auction  -  7-9  p.m.. 

Holiday  Inn  Conference  Center,  406-646-7 1 19 

Whitefish 
July  2,  August  6 

First  Thursday  Gallery  Nights  -  6-9  p.m.,  downtown, 
406-862-5929 
July  2 

Four  Musicians  Rendezvous  -  7:30  p.m..  Lake  Stage 
at  Stillwater  Landing,  406-250-7038 
July  3 

Jessica  Kilroy  -  7:30  p.m.,  Stillwater  Landing. 
406-881-2236 
July  3-5 

Whitefish  Arts  Festival  -  Parkside  Credit  Union  Park, 
Cross  Currents  Christian  School,  406-862-5875 
July  4 

Dave  Stamey  -  7:30  p.m.,  Stillwater  Landing, 
406-881-2236 
July  4-5 

“Equus  -  Horsing  Around  in  Montana”  Quilt  Show 
and  Sale  -  Whitefish  Central  School,  406-250-6692 
July  7 

Sierra  Hull  and  Highway  111-8  p.m., 

O’Shaughnessy  Center,  406-862-5371 
July  9-12,  14-19,  21-26 

“The  25th  Annual  Putnam  County  Spelling  Bee” 

-  Whitefish  Performing  Arts  Center,  Alpine  Theatre 
Project.  406-862-7469 
July  14 

BeauSoleil  avec  Michael  Doucet  -  8  p.m., 
O’Shaughnessy  Center.  406-862-5371 
July  21 

Missy  Raines  and  the  New  Hip  -  8  p.m., 
O’Shaughnessy  Center.  406-862-537 1 
July  27-August  1 

Festival  Amadeus  -  8  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy 
Center  and  Whitefish  Performing  Arts  Center. 
406-257-3241 
August  8-10 

Huckleberry  Days  -  Park  Side  Credit  Union  Park, 
406-862-3501 
August  11 

Grada  -  8  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy  Center,  406-862-5371 
August  11-16,  18-23 

“The  World  Goes  ’Round”  -  Whitefish  Performing 
Arts  Center.  Alpine  Theatre  Project,  406-862-7469 
August  19 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6  p.m..  Depot 
Park,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks, 
406-994-1220 

Whitehall 
July  24-25 

Whitehall  Frontier  Days  -  various  venues.  406-287-2260 

Willow  Creek 

July  17,  August  21 

Willow  Creek  Art  Walk  -  5  p.m..  Main  Street, 
406-285-6630 

Wolf  Point 

July  12 

“The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona”  -  6:30  p.m.. 

Bridge  Park,  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks. 
406-994-1220 
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Montana 
Baroque 
Festival  returns 
to  Paradise 

Once  again,  the 
strains  of  classical 
music  waft  through 
the  pines  near  Para¬ 
dise  during  the  sixth 
annual  Montana  Ba¬ 
roque  Music  Festival. 

join  artistic  direc¬ 
tor  Adam  LaMotte, 
world-class  violinist 
Monica  Huggett,  six 
baroque  musicians, 
and  recorder  player 
and  flutist  Matthias 
Maute  for  the  music 
of  Marini,  Biber, 
Tartini,  Corelli,  Bach, 
Leclair,  Gastello,  Lo- 
catelli  and  Paganini. 

This  year's  festi¬ 
val,  titled  'The  Rise 
of  the  Virtuoso," 
features  three  con¬ 
certs  at  7:30  p.m. 

July  21-23  at  Quinn's 
Hot  Springs  Resort, 
south  of  Paradise. 

Musicians  also 
travel  to  The  People's 
Center  in  Pablo 
July  22  for  a  Music 
Cultural  Exchange 
from  1-2:30  p.m. 

The  event  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Sanders 
County  Arts  Council; 
for  tickets,  call  406- 
826-3150  ext.  1.  Visit 
www.sanderscounty 
art.org  for  details. 
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HP  AC  hosts 
tour  of  six 
artists'  studios 

The  Helena  Pub¬ 
lic  Art  Committee 
(HPAC)  will  host  a 
tour  of  six  work¬ 
ing  artist  studios, 

1 1  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Sept.  1 2.  Tour  partici¬ 
pants  will  visit  artists 
where  they  work, 
including  printmak¬ 
ing,  jewelry,  painting, 
ceramics  and  pottery 
stuctios. 

Tickets  are  $10 
each  and  available  at 
the  Holter  Museum 
of  Art.  Proceeds  help 
support  public  art 
projects  in  Helena. 

For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the 
City  of  Helena  Public 
Art  Committee  at 
406-447-8491  or  visit 
helenapublicarts. 
com. 


Exhibitions,  July/August 


Anaconda 

Copper  Village  Museum  and  Arts 

Center:  Joy  Wulke,  “The  Great  Alone,” 
June  1-Aug.  1;  “Kristi  Brothers  -  Pottery,” 
Aug.  2-Sept.  14;  406-563-2422 

Arlee 

Hangin’  Art  Gallery:  Killdeer  Artisans  Guild 
Exhibit,  July  1-Aug.  31;  406-726-5005 

Augusta 

Latigo  and  Lace:  “Augusta  Rodeo/Buck 
Nekkid  Art  Show:  A  Tribute  to  Joe  Halko,” 
through  August;  406-562-3665 

Big  Sky 

Gallatin  River  Gallery:  “A  Critique  of  Pure 
Reason,”  through  Aug.  1;  406-995-2909 

Big  Timber 

Crazy  Mountain  Museum:  Virgil  Gust 
Military  Exhibit  and  Wood  Art  Exhibit, 
through  September;  406-932-5126 
Hodges  Fine  Art  Gallery:  Steve  Aller, 
month  of  July,  reception  5-7  p.m.  July  3; 
Dick  Moulden,  month  of  August,  reception 
1-3  p.m.  Aug.  8;  406-932-6834 
Two  Rivers  Gallery:  “Summer  Membership 
Show,”  through  July  16;  Silent  Auction 
Exhibit,  July  17-Aug.  20,  fundraiser 
5-8  p.m.  July  17;  “Scenes  of  Sweet 
Grass  County,”  Aug.  21 -Sept.  17,  grand 
opening  of  new  location  5-8  p.m.  Aug.  21; 
406-932-4009 

Bigfork 

Bigfork  Museum  of  Art  and  History: 

“Confluence:  Montana’s  Rivers,” 

July  3-25,  reception  5:30-7:30  p.m. 

July  3;  “The  Whitneys  -  A  Family  of 
Artists,”  July  29-Aug.  22;  406-837-6927 

Billings 

Western  Heritage  Center;  “Ben  Steele; 
World  War  II  POW  Exhibit,”  July  9- 
Sept.  19;  “A  Place  Called  Thorofare: 
People,  Wilderness 
and  Wildlife 
Management,”  through 
Jan.  16;  “Parading 
through  History: 

The  Apsaalooke 
Nation”  and  “Coming 
Home:  The  Northern 
Cheyenne  Odyssey,” 
through  Dec.  3 1 ; 

“Echoes  of  Eastern 
Montana:  Stories  from 
an  Open  Country” 
and  “The  American 
Indian  Tribal  Histories 
Project,”  ongoing; 

406-256-6809 
Yellowstone  Art 
Museum:  “Robert 
DeWeese:  A  Look 
Ahead,”  through 
July  15;  ’’Leaded; 

The  Materiality  and 
Metamorphosis  of 
Graphite,”  through 
Aug.  2;  “Back  to 

Work:  The  WPA  Era,”  through  Oct.  18; 
“Rarely  Seen  Art  from  the  Yellowstone 
Art  Museum’s  Collection  Vault,” 

July  30-Sept.  16,  reception  5:30  p.m. 

Aug.  13;  and  “Curious  Finds:  Selections 
from  Billings  Private  Collections,” 

Aug.  13-Jan.  10,  reception  5:30  p.m. 

Aug.  13;  406-256-6804 

Boulder 

Boulder  Hot  Springs:  “Erin  Martin, 
Photography,”  through  August; 
406-225-4339 

Bozeman 

Atrium  Gallery  at  the  Bozeman  Public 
Library:  Ben  Pierce,  “The  Downtown 
Portrait  Project,”  through  July  3 1 ; 
406-582-2426 

Bozeman  Public  Library:  Gallatin  Art 
Crossing  (15-20  sculptures  on  display  at 
the  library  and  on  Main  Street),  reception 
6  p.m.  July  11;  406-579-1256 


The  Emerson:  “Molly 
Murphy  and  Friends: 

Native  American 
Beadwork,”  through 
July  24;  “A  Shared 
Vision,”  through 
Sept.  30;  Jim 
Henry,  “Downtown 
Chicago:  Selections 
from  the  Urban 
Landscape,” 
through  Aug.  3 1 ; 

Robert  DeWeese 
Retrospective, 

Aug.  5-Oct.  1, 
reception  5-8  p.m. 

Aug.  14; 

406-587-9797 
Museum  of  the  Rockies: 

“Treasure!”  through 
Sept.  7;  “Sheep 
Ranching  in  Paradise:  The  Photographs 
of  John  C.  Haberstroh,”  through  fall; 
406-994-2652 

tart  in  the  Emerson  Center:  Gabriel 
Kulka  and  Jennifer  Pulchinski, 

July  10- Aug.  13,  reception  5-8  p.m. 

July  10;  Kerry  Corcoran,  Aug.  14- 
Sept.  10,  reception  5-8  p.m.  Aug.  14; 
406-582-0416 

Browning 

Lodgepole  Gallery  and  Tipi  Village: 

“Eenee  -  The  Buffalo,  A  Gift  From  the 
Sun,”  through  Sept.  7;  406-338-2787 

Butte 

Clark  Chateau  Museum:  “Montana 
Interpretations,”  through  July  13; 
406-494-5558 

Main  Stope  Gallery:  Butte  Invitational 
Show  and  Watercolors  by  Patti  Henry, 
month  of  July;  Karen  Hueftle  and  Sallie 
Bowen,  month  of  August;  406-723-9195 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Butte  (MoFAB): 
“Horse  Culture,”  through  July  31; 

Robert  Turgeon, 
Aug.  7-29;  “The 
Weather  Exhibit” 
through  Aug.  15; 
406-723-7600 
Uptown  Cafe: 
Photographs  by 
Juan  de  Santa  Anna, 
through  Aug.  29; 
406-723-4735 

Chester 
Liberty  Village 
Arts  Center: 

“Marias  Memory 
Makers,”  month  of 
July;  Dee  Svenson, 
Aug.  4-28; 
406-759-5652 

Colstrip 
Schoolhouse 
History  and  Art 
Center:  American 
History  Prints 
and  Antique  Quilt 

Show,  July  1-Aug.  3 1 ;  406-748-4822 


Ron  Paulick's  "Poppy  Pods"  is  part 
of  the  Great  Falls  Arts  Association 
Juried  Exhibition  at  Paris  Gibson 
Square  Museum  of  Art. 


"McDonald  Creek"  by  Barb  Abbott  is 
on  display  at  the  Bigfork  Museum  of 
Art  and  History  as  part  of  the  exhibit 
"Confluence:  Montana's  Rivers." 


Great  Falls 

C.M.  Russell  Museum:  “Masters  in 
Miniature,”  through  Sept.  12;  Fine  Art 
Resale  Show,  through  summer;  “The 
Bison:  American  Icon,  Heart  of  Plains 
Indian  Culture,”  ongoing;  406-727-8787 
Gallery  16:  Gail  Dust,  month  of  July, 
reception  5-9  p.m.  July  2;  Richard 
Lauritzen  and  Steve  Aakre,  mid-July 
through  August,  reception  5-9  p.m. 

Aug.  6;  406-453-6103 
Great  Falls  Public  Library:  Lea  and 
Jim  McComas,  through  July,  reception 
5-7  p.m.  July  23;  “Picturing  America” 
and  Pottery  by  Wanda  Diekhans,  month 
of  August;  406-453-0349 
Lewis  and  Clark  Interpretive  Center: 
“Blackfeet  Painted  Tipi:  Enduring  Art, 
Spiritual  Symbol,”  through  Dec.  31; 
406-727-8733 


Paris  Gibson  Square  Museum  of  Art: 
“Speaking  Volumes:  Transforming  Hate” 
and  “Hope:  A  Local  Response  to  Hate,” 
through  Aug.  1 ;  Lisa  Easton:  FieldAVork, 
through  Sept.  12;  Great  Falls  Arts 

Association  Juried 
Exhibition,  through 
Aug.  22;  Ariel  Baker: 
Ad  Club  Scholarship 
Exhibition,  through 
July  19;  Focus  on 
the  Figure  (“Chris 
Turbuck:  Figuratively 
Speaking,”  “Freeman 
Butts:  Pose,”  “Tim 
Holmes:  Body 
Psalms”  and  “David 
Powers:  Bathed  in 
Light”),  Aug.  13- 
Oct.  24,  reception 
5:30-7:30  p.m. 

Aug.  13;  “Joy  Wulke: 
The  Great  Alone,” 
Aug.  27-Oct.  23, 
reception  5:30- 
7:30  p.m.  Aug.  27, 
406-727-8255 
Parking  Garage  at  315  First  Ave.  South: 
Summer  Urban  Art  Project,  through 
Sept.  5;  406-452-9315 
The  History  Museum:  “Playing  for  the 
World:  1904  Fort  Shaw  Indian  Boarding 
School  Girls  Basketball  Team,”  ongoing; 
“Looking  Back:  No  Re-Takes,”  through 
October;  406-452-3462 

Hamilton 

Daly  Mansion:  A.J.  Gibson  Exhibit,  through 
Aug.  31;  406-363-6004 
Frame  Shop  and  Gallery:  Linda  Stoudt, 

July  1-Aug.  26,  reception  5-7  p.m.  July  10; 
Joe  Thompson  and  Mark  Lagerstrom, 

Aug.  28-Oct.  21,  reception  5-7  p.m. 

Aug.  28;  406-363-6684 
Ponderosa  Art  Gallery:  “The  West 
Revisited,”  July  3-Aug.  9;  Fall  Classics 
Show,  Aug.  I5-Sept.  15;  406-375-1212 
Ravalli  County  Museum:  “From  Wilderness 
to  Rails:  Montana  Looks  Back  at  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad,”  through 
July  31;  “Call  of  the  Wild,”  Aug.  5- 
Oct.  31,  reception  7  p.m.  Aug.  8; 
406-363-3338 

Hardin 

JailHouse  Gallery:  “Bicentennial  Blackfeet 
Teepees,”  through  July  31;  406-665-3239 

Helena 

Archie  Bray  Foundation:  Fellowship  Artists 
Exhibition  and  Resident  Artist  Farewell 
Exhibitions,  Aug.  6-Sept.  19,  reception 
6-8  p.m.  Aug.  6;  406-443-3502 
Holter  Museum  of  Art:  “Tracy  Linder: 
Windswept,”  through  Sept.  6;  “Works  on 
Paper  Selected  from  the  Collection  of  Wes 
Mills,”  through  Sept.  6;  “Fauna  from  the 
Permanent  Collection,”  through  Aug.  2; 
New  Works  by  Lisa  Jarrett,  through 
July  19,  reception  6-9  p.m.  July  9;  Jewelry 
by  Suzy  Fabian  and  Ceramics  by  Martha 
Grover,  July  1-Aug.  3 1 ;  Autio  Artworks, 
July  21-  Aug.  30,  reception  5:30-7:30  p.m. 
July  24;  Works  by  Corky  Clairmont, 

July  1-Oct.  24;  406-442-6400 
Montana’s  Museum  at  the  Montana 
Historical  Society:  “Bob  Morgan:  A 
Montana  Original”  and  “Tradition,  Design, 
Color:  Plateau  Indian  Beaded  Bags  from 
the  Fred  Mitchell  Collection,”  through 
Oct.  3;  406-444-2694 

Secretary  of  State’s  Office,  State  Capitol: 
Montana  Treasured  Artist:  Barbara  Van 
Cleve,  through  Aug.  3 1 ;  406-444-9685 
Tfirman  Larison  Contemporary:  Functional 
Ceramics  Invitational,  July  10-Aug.  8; 
406-443-0340 

Kalispell 

Hockaday  Museum  of  Art:  “It’s  About  Time 
-  A  Mark  Ogle  Retrospective,”  through 
Sept.  7;  “Losing  a  Legacy:  A  Photographic 
Story  of  Disappearing  Glaciers,”  through 
Aug.  31;  406-755-5268 

Lewistown 

Lewistown  Art  Center:  David  Hodges, 

July  1-25,  reception  5-7  p.m.  July  17; 
Paintings  by  Aaron  Schuerr,  July  28- 
Aug.  29;  406-535-8278 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Exhibitions,  July/August 


Livingston 

Danforth  Gallery:  Group  Show,  through 
July  20;  “Rural  Impact,”  July  24- 
Aug.  22,  reception  5:30-8  p.m.  July  24; 
“Rock,  Paper,  Scissors,”  Aug.  28-  Sept.  19, 
reception  5:30-8  p.m.  Aug.  28; 
406-222-6510 

Livingston  Center  for  Art  and  Culture: 

Hugh  Wilson  and  RJ  Newhall,  July  2-31, 
reception  5:30-8:30  p.m.  July  24;  Plein 
Air  Along  the  Yellowstone  Exhibit,  opens 
with  Quick  Draw  and  Auction,  4:30  p.m. 
Aug.  5;  406-222-5222 
Livingston  Depot  Center:  “On  the  Road 
Again:  Montana’s  Changing  Landscape,” 
through  Sept.  7;  “Rails  Across  the 
Rockies,  A  Century  of  People  and  Places,” 
and  “The  Livingston  Depot  in  History  and 
Architecture,”  ongoing;  406-222-2300 

Miles  City 

Custer  County  Art  and  Heritage  Center: 

“By  Design:  From  These  Hands,”  through 
Aug.  23;  Invitational  Art  Auction  Exhibit, 
Aug.  30-Sept.  26,  reception  1-4  p.m. 

Aug.  30;  406-234-0635 

Missoula 

Broadway  Building,  St.  Patrick  Hospital: 

Don  Mundt  and  Stephanie  J. 

Frostad,  “Under  the  Big  Sky 
Exhibition,”  through  July  31; 

406-327-8984 

Dana  Gallery:  Kent  Lovelace 
and  Harry  Koyama,  July  4-3 1 , 
reception  5-8  p.m.  July  3;  Western 
Montana  Plein  Air  Exhibition, 

Aug.  7-31,  reception  5-8  p.m. 

Aug.  7;  406-721-3154 
Historical  Museum  at  Fort 
Missoula:  “This  Contest  Is  for 
Real  Hands,”  through  October; 
406-728-3476 

Missoula  Art  Museum:  Montana 
Triennial,  through  Sept.  24;  "kerri 
rosentein.”  through  Aug.  30;  “Anne 
Appleby:  Here  We  Are,”  July  7- 
Nov.  22;  and  “Alexia  Beckerling: 
Heimville,”  July  7-Oct.  4;  406-728-0447 
Montana  Museum  of  Art  and  Culture: 
“Hooked  on  Walter  Hook,”  through 
July  18;  “Capture  the  Moment:  The 
Pulitzer  Prize  Photographs,”  Aug.  7- 
Oct.  23,  reception  5-8  p.m.  Aug.  7; 
406-243-2019 


Rocky  Mountain  School  of  Photography 
Gallery:  Jeffrey  Scott  French,  “Day 
231:  Hidden  Lake”  and  Steve  Stockin, 
“Ghost  Town  Girls,”  through  July  31; 
406-543-0171 

Pablo 

People’s  Center:  “Vests,  Bags  and  Moccasins 
of  the  Salish,  Pend  d’Oreille  and 
Kootenai,”  through  September;  and  “The 
First  Sun,”  ongoing;  406-675-0160 

Poison 

Sandpiper  Gallery:  “Brush  Strokes  and 
Other  Folks,”  through  July  29;  “Papier 
Mache  Forever,”  July  31 -Sept.  5,  reception, 
5-7  p.m.  July  31;  406-883-5956 

Red  Lodge 

Depot  Gallery:  All-Artist  Exhibit,  month 
of  July,  reception  4-6  p.m.  July  10; 

E.  Denney  Neville  and  Mike  Hanagan, 
month  of  August,  reception  4-6  p.m. 

Aug.  7;  406-446-1370 

Red  Lodge  Clay  Center:  Residents’ 

Farewell,  month  of  July,  reception  3-7  p.m. 
July  4;  Featured  Artist  Gerit  Grimm,  month 
of  July;  Featured  Artist  Ayumi  Horie, 

Aug.  8-31;  406-446-3993 


Ronan 

Main  Street  Gallery:  Don  Whittecar,  through 
July  29;  Plein  Air  Paint-Out,  reception 
5-8  p.m.  Aug.  1 ;  406-883-46 1 1 
Red  Poppy:  Mark  Komfuss,  reception 
1-4  p.m.  July  26;  Donn  T.  Borden  and 
Joanne  Simpson,  reception  1-4  p.m. 

Aug.  23;  406-676-3010 


"Independence  Day"  by  Billings  artist 
Angela  Babby  is  part  of  the  Missouia  Art 
Museum's  Montana  Triennial. 


Sidney 

MonDak  Heritage  Center:  “Montana  by 
Food,”  through  July;  Prairie  Painters 
Art  Show,  Aug.  1-Sept.  14;  “Speaking 
Volumes:  Transforming  Hate,”  Aug.  21- 
Sept.  26;  406-433-3500 

Twin  Bridges 

Public  Library:  Featured  Artist  Judy  Brady, 
July  3-31;  406-684-5416 

West  Yellowstone 

Yellowstone  Historic  Center  Museum: 
Corralling  of  Painted  Buffalo  Herd, 

Aug.  20-26;  406-646-7119 

Whitefish 

Purple  Pomegranate:  Sallie  Bowen,  "From 
Peaks  to  Prairie,  Glacier  to  Flathead.” 
month  of  July,  reception  6-9  p.m.  July  2; 
406-862-7227 

Stumptown  Art  Studio:  Shannon  Webster, 
“Observations,”  reception  6-9  p.m.  July  2; 
406-862-5929 

The  Walking  Man  Frame  Shop  and 
Gallery:  Peter  Moore,  month  of  July, 
reception  6-9  p.m.  July  2;  Toni  Doilney 
and  Esther  Doilney  Roberts,  month 
of  August,  reception  6-9  p.m.  Aug.  6; 
406-863-2787 

Willow  Creek 

Aunt  Dofe’s  Hall  of  Recent  Memory:  Jerry 
Rankin,  through  July  12;  406-285-6996 


Butte  artist  Sallie  Bowen  is  featured  at  the  Purple 
Pomegranate  in  Whitefish  and  Main  Stope  Gallery 
in  Butte.  Above  is  "Glacier  Peak." 


West  Yellowstone  to  auction  painted  buffalo 


West  Yellowstone’s  Painted  Buffalo  Herd,  consisting  of  26 
cows  and  10  calves,  will  roam  through  town  for  one  final  summer, 
before  being  auctioned  to  the  highest  bidders  on  Aug.  29. 

In  the  fall  of  2006.  the  West  Yellowstone  Economic  Develop¬ 
ment  Council  (WYED)  provided  a  new  venue  for  artistic  expres¬ 
sion  in  West  Yellowstone  by  establishing  its  first  project:  “Where 
the  Painted  Buffalo  Roam.”  Twenty-seven  life-sized  fiberglass 


Hamilton  artist  Tim  Joyner's  work,  "Winter"  is  among  the 
painted  buffalo  on  display  in  West  Yellowstone  this  summer. 


cow  buffalo  molds  were  created,  and  25  artists  from  four  states 
-  Minnesota,  Colorado,  Wyoming  and  Montana  -  were  com¬ 
missioned  to  paint  them.  The  artists  expressed  their  creativity  in 
three  themes:  Yellowstone  Park,  Historic  West  Yellowstone  and 
the  American  Indian. 

The  buffalo  were  unveiled  in  June  2007  and  have  been  the 
highlight  of  the  town’s  sidewalks  and  businesses  ever  since.  In. 
2008,  one  new  artist  and  nine  of  the  original  artists  were  com¬ 
missioned  to  paint  10  buffalo  calves,  which  joined  their  mothers 
roaming  the  streets  of  West  Yellowstone. 

According  to  John  Greve,  co-chair  of  the  Painted  Buffalo 
Events  Committee,  the  project  offers  an  opportunity  “to  show¬ 
case  the  talent,  hard  work  and  colorful  expressions  of  these 
artists  and  share  the  wild,  western.  Native  American  and  railroad 
heritage  of  the  area  with  people  from  around  the  world.” 

This  summer,  visitors  may  follow  the  “Trail  of  the  Painted 
Buffalo”  with  maps  available  from  local  sponsors  and  the  West 
Yellowstone  Visitor  Center.  The  trail  offers  an  opportunity  to 
explore  and  uncover  the  secrets  of  each  artist’s  work  and  collect 
a  few  rewards  from  sponsors  along  the  way. 

The  herd  gathers  one  last  time  Aug.  20-26  at  the  Yellowstone 
Historic  Center  and  then  moves  to  the  Grand  Hall  at  the  Holiday 
Inn  Conference  Center,  where  the  painted  buffalo  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  viewing  and  silent  bids  Aug.  28-29  in  conjunction  with 
the  annual  West  Yellowstone  Regional  Art  Show. 

Eor  the  months  leading  up  to  the  auction,  bids  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted  via  www.wyed.org.  Auction  proceeds  benefit  the  artists, 
local  non-profit  organizations  and  future  WYED  projects. 


First  Triennial 
to  be  held  in 
Missoula 

Missoula  Art 
Museum  hosts  the 
first  Montana  Trien¬ 
nial  June  26-Sept.  24. 
This  important  juried 
exhibition  consists 
of  88  works  created 
by  60  emerging  and 
established  Montana 
artists,  and  represents 
a  full  range  of  media, 
style,  and  theme. 

In  honor  of  the 
exhibition,  MAM  will 
publish  a  full-color, 
documentary  cata¬ 
logue  featuring  the 
exhibiting  artists  and 
their  work  and  an 
interpretive  essay  by 
juror  Beth  Sellars. 

Sellars  is  curator 
of  Suyama  Space  in 
Seattle,  WA,  which 
has  featured  some  of 
the  most  avant-garde 
installation  work  in 
the  Northwest.  For 
many  years  prior,  she 
was  curator  of  art 
at  Cheney  Cowles 
Museum  in  Spokane, 
WA. 

"The  juried  art 
format  is  in  some 
ways  one  of  the  most 
important  exhibitions 
a  regional  museum 
can  sponsor,"  she 
says.  "It  acknowl¬ 
edges,  validates  and 
provides  exposure 
for  the  artists  of  its 
region  and  offers 
museum  visitors  an 
assessment  of  the 
wealth  of  talent  living 
and  working  in  their 
midst." 

For  more  informa¬ 
tion  and  a  list  of 
participating  artists, 
visit  WWW.  missouia 
artmuseum.org. 
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Cultural 
organizations 
receive  PPL 
Montana 
grants 

Among  the  Spring 
2009  Community 
Fund  grants,  award¬ 
ed  by  PPL  Montana, 
the  following  went 
to  cultural  and  arts- 
related  recipients: 

•  Archie  Bray 
Foundation  for 
the  Ceramic  Arts, 
Helena:  $1 0,000  to 
purchase  an  energy- 
efficient  kiln. 

•  Exploration 
Works,  Helena: 
$8,000  to  help  un¬ 
derwrite  the  "Con¬ 
servation  Quest" 
exhibit. 

•  Billings  Pres¬ 
ervation  Society: 
$10,000  to  purchase 
an  energy-efficient 
boiler  for  the  Moss 
Mansion  Historic 
House  Museum. 

•  HANDS  Inc., 
Great  Falls:  $6,600 
to  fund  summer  field 
trips  to  museums 
and  cultural  sites 

for  250  low-income 
children. 

•  Makoshika 
Dinosaur  Museum, 
Clendive:  $5,100 
to  help  replace  the 
roof  on  this  eastern 
Montana  museum. 

•  Paris  Gibson 
Square  Museum 
of  Art,  Great  Falls: 
$10,000  to  support 
the  museum's  After 
School  Art  Education 
program. 

For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  PPL  Commu¬ 
nity  Fund  grants,  visit 
www.ppimontana. 
com. 


NEA  News 


Broadway  producer  nominated  to  head  NEA 


F^resident  Obama  has  nominated  success¬ 
ful  Broadway  producer  Rocco  Landesman 
as  chairman  of  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts. 

Americans  for  the  Arts  president  and 
CEO  Robert  L.  Lynch  called  the  selection 
“a  bold  choice  ...  As  evidenced  in  his  work 
as  a  theatrical  producer,  Landesman  has  an 
entrepreneurial  spirit  that  will  allow  the  NEA 
to  spotlight  the  broad  spectrum  of  the  arts  in 
America  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world.” 

Rep.  Louise  Slaughter  (D-NY),  who 
co-chairs  the  Congressional  Arts  Caucus, 
also  used  the  adjective  “bold”  in  describing 
Landesman’s  nomination.  “He  knows  the 
power  that  arts  can  have  in  our  lives  and  the 
role  that  musicians,  artists  and  theater  has 
played  in  our  nation’s  culture,”  she  said  in  a 
statement. 

The  White  House’s  official  statement 
on  his  nomination  noted  that  Landesman’s 
career  “has  been  a  hybrid  of  commercial, 
philanthropic,  and  purely  artistic  engage¬ 
ments.” 

A  native  of  St.  Louis,  the  61 -year-old 
is  president  of  Jujamcyn  Theaters,  owner 
of  five  Broadway  playhouses.  He  earned  a 
doctorate  in  dramatic  literature  at  Yale  and 
taught  there  as  an  assistant  professor  for  four 
years. 

In  1977  he  started  a  private  investment 
fund,  which  he  ran  until  his  appointment  as 
Jujamcyn’s  president  in  1987.  He  purchased 


the  company  in  2005. 

Landesman  has  brought  many  of  the  past 
decade’s  biggest  hits  to  Broadway,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Tony  Award  winners  “Jersey  Boys,” 
“Into  the  Woods,”  “The  Producers”  and 
“Proof.”  He  produced  Tony  Kushner’s  land¬ 
mark  “Angels  in  America”  and  is  backing 
the  current  revival  of  the  Tony-nominated 
“Hair.” 

Other  productions  of  his  that  have  won 
Tony  Awards  include  “Big  River,”  “Guys 
and  Dolls,”  “Sweeney  Todd,”  “Nine,”  “Kiss 
Me,  Kate”  and  “Death  of  a  Salesman.” 

“It’s  potentially  the  best  news  the  arts 
community  in  the  United  States  has  had 
since  the  birth  of  Walt  Whitman,”  play¬ 
wright  Kushner  told  The  New  York  Times  of 
the  nomination.  “He’s  an  absolutely  brilliant 
and  brave  and  perfect  choice  for  the  job.” 

Steven  D.  Lavine,  the  president  of  the 
California  Institute  of  the  Arts  and  a  member 
of  an  arts  advisory  committee  during  the 
Obama  campaign,  described  the  choice  of 
Landesman  as  “a  wonderful  appointment”  to 
the  Washington  Post.  “He  will  be  persuasive 
and  fight  for  the  arts,”  he  said. 

In  addition  to  his  theatrical  interests, 
Landesman  is  a  horse-racing  aficionado  and 
enjoys  country  music  and  baseball. 

Acclaimed  actress  Jane  Alexander  was 
another  Broadway  veteran  who  headed  the 
NEA,  serving  as  President  Bill  Clinton’s  first 
chairman  of  the  agency.  Landesman  would 


Broadway  producer  Rocco  Landesman  was 
nominated  as  NEA  chairman. 

succeed  award-winning  poet  Dana  Gioia,  who 
resigned  in  January. 

“The  relationship  between  the  government 
and  the  arts  needs  to  be  energized,”  Peter 
Gelb,  general  manager  of  the  Metropolitan 
Opera,  told  The  New  York  Times.  “It  needs 
someone  like  Rocco.” 

Patrice  Walker  Powell,  the  endowment’s 
deputy  chairwoman  for  states,  regions  and  lo¬ 
cal  arts  agencies,  has  been  serving  as  interim 
chairwoman  since  Feb.  2. 

The  nomination  must  be  approved  by  the 
Senate. 


President  proposes  $6.3  million  increase  for  NEA 


President  Obama  sent  his  fiscal  year  2010 
budget  to  Congress  on  May  7  with  a  proposed 
increase  of  $6.3  million  for  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA),  which  would 
take  the  arts  spending  to  a  little  more  than 
$161  million. 

The  current  year’s  funding  level  for  the 
arts  endowment,  approved  by  Congress  in 
February,  is  $155  million.  Since  2007,  the 
NEA’s  funding  has  grown  by  $30.6  million, 
an  increase  of  25  percent.  The  same  funding 
level  of  $161,315  million  is  proposed  in  2010 
for  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humani¬ 
ties,  also  currently  at  a  budget  level  of  $155 
million. 


The  budget  documents  released  by  the 
White  House  explain  that  the  increased  bud¬ 
get  for  the  NEA  will  allow  funding  to  contin¬ 
ue  for  the  Challenge  America  and  American 
Masterpieces  programs  as  well  as  the  general 
program  of  grants  and  for  support  to  state  and 
regional  arts  agencies.  A  slight  increase  of  $2 
million  is  proposed  for  the  NEA’s  administra¬ 
tive  budget. 

Further  details  on  the  allocations  within 
the  $161.3  million  proposed  by  the  Obama 
administration  for  the  arts  endowment  will  be 
available  as  additional  budget  information  is 
released. 

The  funding  process  now  moves  to  the 


congressional  appropriations  committees.  In 
the  House,  Rep.  Norm  Dicks  (D-WA),  who 
chairs  the  Interior  Appropriations  Subcommit¬ 
tee  with  jurisdiction  over  the  arts  funding,  has 
told  news  reporters  that  he  would  like  to  see 
a  funding  level  of  $170  million  for  the  NEA 
in  2010. 

The  arts  in  education  program  in  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education  is  level-funded  in 
the  president’s  2010  budget  at  $38  million 
-  the  same  as  2009  -  for  support  of  VSA  Arts, 
the  arts  education  program  of  the  Kennedy 
Center,  and  competitive  grants  for  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  model  arts  education  programs  and 
professional  development  for  arts  educators. 


Montana  organizations  receive  endowment  grants 


Ten  Montana  organizations  were  among  the  recipients  of  a 
recent  round  of  grants  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts. 

“I  am  happy  to  announce  the  more  than  1 ,000  arts  projects 
that  will  receive  NEA  support  through  this  round  of  funding,” 
said  acting  NEA  Chairman  Patrice  Walker  Powell.  ‘These  grants 
are  a  direct  -  and  catalytic  -  investment  in  our  nation’s  nonprofit 
cultural  industry  and  will  benefit  Americans  in  all  50  states  and 
six  jurisdictional  areas.” 

Recipients  are: 

•  Alpine  Theatre  Project,  Inc.,  Whiteflsh:  $10,000  to  sup¬ 
port  the  regional  premiere  of  “The  25th  Annual  Putnam  County 
Spelling  Bee”  by  William  Finn  and  Rachel  Sheinkin.  TTie  project 
wiU  serve  the  rural,  underserved  population  of  the  Flathead  Valley 
community. 

•  Helena  Presents:  $35,000  for  a  series  of  commissioning, 
presenting  and  residency  projects  at  the  Myma  Loy  Center.  Guest 
artists  will  create  new  works  in  collaboration  with  local  and 
regional  artists.  Helena  Presents  also  received  $20,000  to  support 
“No  Boundaries,”  a  tour  of  American  music  performances  by  the 
Ymg  Quartet  and  folk  musician  Mike  Seeger  organized  by  the 
Myma  Loy  Center  for  the  Performing  and  Media  Arts.  Activities 
will  include  nine  days  of  residency  events  (including  programs 
for  K-12  students)  in  rural  communities  such  as  Billings,  Dillon, 
Helena,  Lincoln  and  Whitefish. 

•  Humanities  Montana,  Missoula:  $10,000  to  support  the 
Montana  Festival  of  the  Book.  The  three-day  event  will  include 


readings,  exhibits,  signings,  workshops  and  panel  discussions 
held  in  a  variety  of  public  venues. 

•  International  Choral  Festival,  Missoula:  $  1 5,000  for  the 
festival,  which  brings  numerous  choirs  from  around  the  world  to 
Missoula  for  performances  and  workshops. 

•  Mainstreet  Uptown  Butte,  Inc.:  $30,0(K)  to  support  the 
First  Peoples  Gathering  at  the  71st  National  Folk  Festival.  The 
project  presents  a  display  and  demonstration  of  the  art  and  culture 
of  Montana’s  Native  people  during  the  festival. 

•  MCT,  Inc.,  Missoula:  $25,000  for  a  national  performing  arts 
residency  tour  to  underserved  communities.  Touring  actors/direc¬ 
tors  will  cast  local  youth  in  an  original  musical,  to  be  rehearsed 
and  performed  for  an  audience  within  a  week. 

•  Missoula  Writing  Collaborative,  Missoula:  $18,000  to 
support  Words  Fly!,  a  writing  residency  program.  The  project 
will  place  writers  in  rural,  low-income,  and/or  tribal  reservation 
schools  for  seven-month  weekly  writing  sessions  with  students 
ages  7  to  18. 

•  Montana  Arts  Council,  Helena:  $802,900  to  support  Part¬ 
nership  Agreement  activities. 

•  Montana  State  University,  Bozeman:  $15,000  for  a 
regional  tour  that  will  bring  fully  mounted  professional  produc¬ 
tions  of  Shakespeare  plays  to  communities  throughout  Montana, 
Wyoming  and  eastern  Idaho.  Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks 
has  a  special  focus  on  underserved  rural  communities  and  perfor¬ 
mances  are  offered  free-of-charge. 


July /August  2009  •  State  of  the  Arts 


Collectors  and  artists  mingle  at  Western  Rendezvous 


"Highlander"  by  Montana  artist  Carolyn 
Anderson  of  Havre,  who  gives  a  free  semi¬ 
nar  during  the  rendezvous. 


The  Western  Rendezvous  of  Art,  Mon¬ 
tana’s  premier  summer  exhibition  and  sale  of 
fine  art,  celebrates  its  31st  year,  Aug.  20-23  in 
Helena. 

Organizers  promise  “a  rousing  celebra¬ 
tion,”  featuring  works  by  52  artists  (46 
members  of  the  Northwest  Rendezvous  Group 
of  artists  (NWR)  and  six  distinguished  invited 
guests),  free  seminars  and  ample  western 
hospitality. 

The  Rendezvous  festivities  open  at  10  a.m. 
Thursday,  Aug.  20,  with  a  ribbon  cutting,  and 
conclude  on  Sunday  morning,  Aug.  23. 

In  addition  to  the  ongoing  public  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  art  at  the  Red  Lion  Colonial  Hotel, 
special  events  are  on  tap  daily.  On  Thursday 
evening,  the  Montana  Historical  Society  will 
host  a  relaxed  “Meet,  Greet  and  Eat”  barbecue 
with  entertainment  by  the  Bam  Yard  Cats, 
and  an  opportunity  to  view  the  new  featured 
exhibits,  “Bob  Morgan;  A  Montana  Original” 
and  “Plateau  Indian  Beaded  Bags.” 

Two  informative  and  entertaining  free 
seminars  are  slated  for  Friday  afternoon.  Big 
Timber  attorney  Bill  Frazier,  a  nationally 
recognized  art  law  specialist  and  former  chair¬ 


man  of  the  Montana  Arts  Council,  presents 
“Art  Law  101”;  and  painter  Carolyn  Ander¬ 
son,  a  popular  impressionist  and  Northwest 
Rendezvous  member  of  Havre,  discusses  “The 
Illusion  of  Reality.” 

Friday  night  festivities  begin  with  an 
artist’s  reception  followed  by  the  Gala  Awards 
Banquet  and  keynote  presentation,  “The  Story 
of  Leanin’  Tree”  by  Ed  Trumble,  founder  of 
Leanin’  Tree,  Inc.  of  Colorado  Springs,  CO. 

Saturday  brings  the  popular  Quick  Draw 
and  Auction  at  the  historic  Sieben  Ranch,  with 
the  auction  scheduled  for  high  noon,  followed 
that  evening  with  fast-paced  set-price  sale  of 
exhibited  art. 

The  Rendezvous  concludes  on  Sunday 
morning  with  a  Farewell  Continental  Break¬ 
fast  and  Last  Chance  Art  Sale. 

The  Western  Rendezvous  of  Art  offers  a 
unique  opportunity  to  mingle  informally  with 
celebrated  fine  artists  from  across  the  na¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  savvy  art  collectors.  For  more 
information  or  to  purchase  tickets,  call  406- 
442-4263,  email  westrdz@aol.com  or  visit  the 
website  at  www.westrendart.org. 


Submissions  sought  for  Percent-for-Art  project 


Location:  Department 
of  Natural  Resources  and 
Conservation  and  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality  Co- 
Location  Building  in  Kalispell 
Budget:  Up  to  $14,400 
Deadline:  Online  applica¬ 
tions  must  be  submitted  by 
1 1 :59  p.m.  MDT,  Sunday, 

Aug.  9,  2009 

Information:  Check  the 
Montana  Arts  Council’s  web¬ 
site  at  art.mt.gov/artists/artists_percent.asp 
Details:  Construction  on  the  DNRC/DEQ 
Co-Locate  building  is  nearing  completion 
north  of  Kalispell’s  downtown.  Artists  are 
invited  to  submit  works  for  this  public  art  op¬ 
portunity,  administered  through  the  Montana 
Arts  Council  Percent-for-Art  Program.  The 
selection  committee  is  looking  for  a  creative 
and  finely  executed  artwork  to  be  permanently 
installed  in  the  main  lobby. 

Because  the  building  may  house  and  spon¬ 
sor  rotating  exhibits  of  paintings,  photography 
and  other  flat  media,  a  bas-relief  panel  (a  two- 
dimensional  or  three-dimensional  artwork)  of 
any  medium  is  preferred. 

Up  to  $14,400  will  be  made  available 


for  purchase  of  the  artwork  and  its  install¬ 
ation.  Quality  artistry,  manufacture  and  instal¬ 
lation  standards  must  be  met,  and  an  engineer¬ 
ing  report  will  be  required  to  assure  the  public 
safety  and  longevity  of  the  artwork. 

Gordon  Whirry  Architecture  designed 
this  facility,  which  will  house  the  Department 
of  Natural  Resources  and  the  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality.  This  is  the  first 
building  built  by  the  state  of  Montana  that  is 
expected  to  become  LEED  certified.  To  learn 
more  about  this  comprehensive  and  third-par¬ 
ty  certification  for  green  building  practices,  go 
to  www.leedcertifiedgreenbuildings.com/leed/. 


The  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  and  Conservation 
and  Department  of  Environ¬ 
mental  Quality  Co-Location 
Building  in  Kalispeil  is  seek¬ 
ing  public  art  for  its  main 
lobby. 

(Photos  by  Gordon  Whirry) 


Tech  Talk:  Online  payments  a  must  for  artists'  websites 


By  Mark  Ratledge 

If  you’re  an  artist  with  a  website,  being 
able  to  sell  your  work  online  is  absolutely 
required.  Few  people  are  going  to  dig  around 
for  their  checkbook  and  an  envelope  or  pick 
up  the  phone  to  buy  some  of  your  work  if  you 
don’t  offer  online,  secure  transactions  with  a 
credit  or  debit  card. 

You’ll  need  to  use  an  online  company  to 
process  your  card  payments,  and  you  have 
to  pay  processing  fees  like  a  brick-and-mor- 
tar  store,  but  it’s  a  worthwhile  trade-off,  as 
you  obviously  can't  go  to  the  complexity  or 
expense  of  setting  up  your  own  secure  online 
system. 

Three  big  companies  -  Google,  PayPal 
and  Amazon  -  take  care  of  all  the  details  for 
millions  of  web-based  sellers  and  businesses. 
They  deal  with  their  own  website  security, 
card  verification,  charge-backs,  bank  transfers 
and  the  rest,  so  you  don’t  have  to  deal  with 
much  except  for  shipping,  emailing  receipts 
to  customers  and  transferring  money  to  your 
bank  account. 

Before  deciding  which  service  to  use,  you 
should  to  go  to  each  site  and  learn  how  each 
works.  If  you  administer  your  own  website 
and  know  your  way  around  online  things, 
you’ll  find  it’s  pot  too  difficult.  If  you  do  find 
it  intimidating,  ask  around  and  find  other  art¬ 
ists  who  sell  online. 

Google  Checkout  is  fairly  easy  to  set  up 
and  use,  and  that  service  also  allows  you  to 


email  invoices.  PayPal  is  the  oldest  of  the 
three  (if  you  use  eBay,  you  already  have  a 
PayPal  account),  while  Amazon  is  the  new¬ 
est  and  more  geared  toward  businesses  than 
individual  sellers. 

All  online  payment  systems  work  by  open¬ 
ing  an  account  at  those  sites,  then  verifying 
that  account  (with  emails  and  sometimes  with 
an  automated  phone  call)  as  well  as  a  bank  ac¬ 
count  (with  a  small  deposit  that  you  confirm), 
all  which  can  take  a  few  days. 

You’ll  need  online  access  to  your  own  bank 
account  to  check  for  verification  of  deposits 
and  cleared  payments,  but  many  people  and 
businesses  already  do  much  of  their  banking 
online  already. 

The  next  step  is  getting  the  links  on  your 
website  to  your  payment  process;  each  service 
will  walk  you  through  the  process  of  adding 
“Buy  Now”  buttons  or  other  links  on  your 
website  to  your  payment  processor.  When  a 
buyer  clicks  on  those  buttons  or  links,  they  are 
transferred  to  your  account  page  at  your  pay¬ 
ment  processor,  and  then  back  to  your  website 
when  done. 

Non-profit  organizations  can  also  use  on¬ 
line  payment  systems  to  sell  items  and  -  un¬ 
like  commercial  ventures  -  take  donations.  If 
you  are  a  nonprofit,  there  are  other  systems 
that  might  be  better  for  you,  such  as  JustGive. 
org  and  NetworkforGood.org,  which  are 
geared  toward  organizations.  They  use  online 


Mark  Ratledge  owns  Songdog  Tech, 

LLC,  an  Information  Consulting  business 
in  Missoula  (vvww.songdogtech.net). 

He  has  received  a  MAC  Fellowship  in 
Photography,  acted  as  a  MAC  grants 
advisor  and  currently  serves  on  the 
Cultural  and  Aesthetic  Projects  Advisory 
Committee. 

payment  set-ups,  which  are  very  similar  to 
Google,  PayPal  and  Amazon.com 

Ask  around  and  look  at  the  websites  of 
artists  and  organizations  you  know  to  see 
what  online  payment  systems  they  use;  and 
if  they  might  help  you  get  set  up  with  a  pay¬ 
ment  processor  on  your  own  website. 


Report  urges 
involving  new 
talent  in 
nonprofits 

According  to  a 
new  report  from  the 
William  and  Flora 
Hewlett  Foundation, 
Involving  Youth  in  the 
Arts  Project  Phase  II, 
the  future  of  nonprof¬ 
it  arts  organizations, 
large  and  small,  de¬ 
pends  on  attracting 
the  best  new  talent 
to  administer  their 
affairs,  to  serve  as 
artists  and  audiences, 
and  to  act  as  advo¬ 
cates,  boosters  and 
financial  supporters. 

The  first  report, 
commissioned  two 
years  ago  and  titled 
Involving  Youth  in 
Non-Profit  Arts  Orga¬ 
nizations,  illustrated 
how  the  recruitment 
and  retention  of  the 
next  generation's 
"best  and  brightest" 
was  critical  to  the 
future  of  all  nonprofit 
arts  organizations. 

The  follow-up 
report,  written  by 
Barry  Hessenius, 
recommends  that  the 
nonprofit  arts  sector 
intensifies  its  efforts 
to: 

•  Convince  young 
people  of  the  value 
of  involvement  in  the 
arts, 

•  Widen  bridges 
and  lines  of  commu¬ 
nication  to  the  next 
generation,  and 

•  Involve  young 
people  in  areas  here¬ 
tofore  outside  the 
scope  of  their  experi¬ 
ence,  for  example, 
financial  support  and 
advocacy. 

The  executive  sum¬ 
mary  and  full  report 
are  both  available 
as  PDFs  from  www. 
hewlett.org. 
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Finalists  named 
for  High  Plains 
Book  Awards 

Thirteen  books 

-  four  by  Montanans 

-  have  been  selected 
as  finalists  for  the 
2009  Parmly  Billings 
Library  High  Plains 
Book  Awards. 

All  finalist  books 
were  published  for 
the  first  time  in  2008 
and  written  by  a 
regional  author  or 
writing  team,  or  are 
literary  works  that  ex¬ 
amine  and  reflect  life 
on  the  High  Plains  re¬ 
gion,  which  includes 
Montana,  Wyoming, 
Colorado,  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  North  Dakota 
and  South  Dakota 
and  the  Canadian 
provinces  of  Alberta, 
Saskatchewan  and 
Manitoba. 

Nominations  were 
received  from  20 
publishers  and  several 
individuals  in  the  U.S. 
and  Canada. 

The  finalists  have 
been  selected  in  five 
categories.  Winners, 
who  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  at  a  banquet 
Oct.  2  in  Billings, 
receive  a  $500  cash 
prize. 

The  selections  by 
Montana  authors 
include: 

•  Fiction:  Kyleah's 
Tree  by  Janet  Muir- 
head  Hill,  Raven 
Publishing; 

•  Nonfiction:  The 
Wide  Open,  edited 
by  by  Annick  Smith/ 
Susan  O'Connor,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Nebraska 
Press; 

•  Poetry:  The 
Baseball  Field  at  Night 
by  Patricia  Goedicke, 
Lost  Horse  Press;  and 

•  First  Book: 

Sherlock  Holmes:  The 
Montana  Chronicles 
by  John  Fitzpatrick, 
Riverbend  Publishing. 
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Career  Profiles 


Constance  Bergum:  Personal  connections  matter 


Helena  artist  Constance  Bergum  has 
illustrated  1 1  books,  beginning  in  1988 
with  M  is  for  Montana,  and  including,  most 
recently.  Under  the  Snow.  She’s  illustrated  a  ‘ 
dozen  educational  titles  for  Harcourt  School 
Publishers,  as  wells  as  creating  illustrations 
for  several  children’s  magazines,  including 
Cricket.  Spider  and  Ladybug. 

A  native  of  Montana,  she  grew  up  in  Hel¬ 
ena  and  graduated  from  The  University  of 
Montana  in  1975  with  degrees  in  French  and 
art.  She  earned  a  Master  of  Fine  Arts  degree 
in  illustration  and  design  from  Marywood 
University  in  Scranton,  PA,  in  2000,  but 
considers  the  three  years  she  worked  as  a 
graphic  designer 
at  UM  as  “my 
real  art  and  design 
education.” 

Several  of  the 
books  she’s  illus¬ 
trated  have  earned 
national  recogni¬ 
tion,  including  an 
interpretive  award 
from  the  National 
Park  Service  for  A 
is  for  Animals:  the 
Washington  Book 
Award  for  Seva 's 
Song;  and  the 
Givemy  Award  for 
Best  Children’s 
Science  Book,  the 
Bock  Book  Award 
and  the  Patterson 
Prize  for  Books 
for  Young  People, 
special  recogni¬ 
tion,  for  Daniel 
and  His  Walking 
Stick. 

Bergum  calls 
her  husband, 

Ron  Bergum,  her 

patron  and  “biggest  supporter.” 

How  did  you  know  that  this  is 
what  you  wanted  to  be? 

Early  on,  say  in  third  grade,  I  remember 
becoming  the  class  artist.  I  started  drawing 
on  anything  I  could  get  my  hands  on  since  I 
didn’t  have  real  drawing  paper,  i.e.  the  stiff 
cardboard  from  my  mom’s  nylon  packag¬ 
ing,  the  empty  last  pages  of  books  from  the 
library  that  I  would  carefully  remove  (this  is 
something  I  have  actually  never  confessed 
before!). 

1  think  I  realized  in  high  school  that  1 
wanted  to  do  something  in  art  and  that  1 
didn’t  really  like  just  painting  landscapes 
or  other  images  -  I  always  wanted  to  tell  a 
story  in  the  painting.  It  was  in  college,  at  The 
University  of  Montana,  that  1  realized  that 
being  a  children’s  book  illustrator  was  what  1 
wanted  to  do,  but  1  had  no  idea  how  to  make 
that  happen. 

How  did  you  get  started  in  your 
career? 

1  was  back  in  Missoula  while  my  husband 
Ron  attended  pharmacy  school  and  1  got  a 
job  as  a  graphic  designer  with  the  univer¬ 
sity.  It  was  a  great  way  to  spend  three  years 
and  although  1  already  had  a  degree  in  art, 
that  time  provided  my  real  art  and  design 
education. 

I  died  to  use  illustration  in  every  project 
that  1  could,  began  to  frequent  a  children’s 
section  of  a  local  bookstore  and  slowly 
worked  up  my  courage  to  submit  a  portfolio 
(which  I  did  not  yet  have)  to  an  art  director. 

I  had  a  solo  exhibit  at  the  university  and  I 
remember  measuring  the  space  and  figuring 
there  was  room  for  26  pieces  -  so  1  illus¬ 
trated  the  alphabet  and  the  pieces  became  the 
basis  for  my  portfolio. 

Six  or  seven  years  later,  after  many 
submissions  and  a  file  of  rejection  letters,  1 
teamed  up  with  Gayle  Shirley  to  illustrate 
an  alphabet  book  about  Montana,  M  is  for 
Montana.  We  had  to  self-publish,  but  luckily 
it  paid  for  itself  right  away. 


Illustrator  Constance  Bergum 


What  were  the  pivotal  moments 

on  the  path  to  your  career? 

Certainly,  M  is  for  Montana  was  important. 
Suddenly,  instead  of  just  a  wannabe  illustrator 
1  was  a  published  one.  We  got  lots  of  atten¬ 
tion  for  that  book  and  since  it  was  moderately 
successful  financially,  we  felt  confident  to 
do  more  books.  We  followed  with  C  is  for 
Colorado  and  A  is  for  Animals.  Luckily,  M  is 
for  Montana  was  first  and  the  most  successful 

-  we  wouldn’t  have  continued  had  we  started 
with  C  is  for  Colorado,  which  didn’t  do  as 
well. 

Long  before  publishing  a  book  though,  1 
had  a  great  art  teacher  all  through  junior  high 
and  then  high  school. 
His  name  was  Larry 
Hayes  and  he  was 
one  of  those  teach¬ 
ers  who  makes  every 
student  feel  that  she 
has  been  singled  out 
as  special.  He  was 
kind  and  encour¬ 
aging  and  really 
enlarged  my  view  of 
the  world.  Because 
of  him  I  graduated 
from  high  school 
convinced  that  art 
was  something  I  was 
meant  to  do. 

I  won  the  Ezra 
Jack  Keats  Award 
from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Minnesota. 

1  was  able  to  travel 
there  for  a  week  to 
do  research  at  the 
Kerlan  Collection, 
which  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  repository  of 
children’s  book  art 
and  manuscripts. 

I  loved  seeing  the  art  from  many  of  my 
favorite  books  there  and  reading  the  corre¬ 
spondence  between  artists  and  art  directors.  1 
was  introduced  to  the  art  of  a  fine  illustrator 
while  1  was  there,  Charles  Mikolaycak,  who 
later  became  the  subject  for  my  master’s 
thesis. 

What  role  did 

education  play? 

As  mentioned 
above  I  had  a  great 
art  teacher  all  through 
high  school.  I  also 
had  good  training 
in  watercolor  from 
James  Dew  and  Wal¬ 
ter  Hook  while  I  was 
at  UM,  but  that  prob¬ 
ably  wasn’t  the  right 
place  for  a  would-be 
children’s  book  il¬ 
lustrator  in  the  1970s 

-  way  more  abstract 
expressionism  going 
on  for  a  realist  like 
myself. 

My  on-the-job 
education  as  a  graphic 
artist  for  10  years 
taught  me  a  lot  about 
designing  a  page,  the 
language  of  printing 
and  publication,  the  mechanics  of  production 
and  the  discipline  of  deadlines. 

I  went  back  to  school  in  the  mid  1990s,  to 
a  long  distance  MFA  program  in  illustration 
and  design  through  Marywood  University  in 
Scranton,  PA.  I  had  hoped  that  it  would  be 
an  avenue  to  greater  publishing  opportuni¬ 
ties  (which  didn’t  happen),  but  I  did  emerge  a 
better  illustrator  -  more  thoughtful  and  more 
confident  -  from  the  program. 

I  also  thought  that  1  would  have  more  op¬ 
portunities  to  teach  with  a  master’s  degree, 
but  that  hasn’t  happened  either. 

However,  I  did  emerge  from  that  pro¬ 
gram  with  a  great  network  of  friends  and 
teachers  and  I  experienced  an  immersion  in 


Daniel  and  His  Walking  Stick  is  one  of 
several  prize-winning  children's  books 
illustrated  by  Constance  Bergum. 


illustration  and  design  that  has  made  me  feel 
less  isolated  as  1  work  far  from  publishing 
meccas. 

What  role  did  your  family  and 
friends  play? 

My  biggest  supporter  since  college  days 
has  been  my  husband,  Ron.  He  never  thought 
that  I  should  be  doing  anything  else  with  my 
career,  and  he  has  supported  our  family  for  all 
these  years  without  complaint.  That  support  has 
allowed  me  to  do  the  best  I  could  on  every  proj¬ 
ect  and  to  choose  projects  that  were  challenging 
and  enjoyable,  since  the  income  was  never  the 
most  important  criterion. 

My  family  and  my  husband’s  family  have 
also  been  supportive,  and  I  know  that  they  are 
proud  of  me. 

Friends  have  also  been  a  very  important  sup¬ 
portive  element.  Gretchen  Hibbard  and  1  have 
exhibited  together  and  encouraged  each  other 
for  many  years.  Janine  Smith  of  Milwaukee  has 
been  a  good  friend  since  graduate  school.  1 
have  been  good  friends  with  Judythe  Sieck  (my 
art  director  from  the  Seya 's  Song)  ever  since 
that  project.  My  program  director  at  Mary¬ 
wood,  Sister  Cor  Immaculatum  Heffernan,  has 
loved  and  guided  me  for  years. 

Helena  also  has  such  a  vibrant  and  varied  art 
community.  I  am  constantly  being  exposed  to 
wonderful  art,  artists  and  ideas. 

With  all  of  these  associates  and  friends  1 
have  profited  from  the  knowledge,  encourage¬ 
ment,  enthusiasm  and  loyalty  of  many  loving 
people.  I  use  models  for  all  of  the  figurative 
work  in  my  projects  and  I  consider  each, 
whether  an  elderly  grandmother  in  the  Sunsets 
of  Miss  Olivia  Wiggins  or  a  young  child  in  a 
book  like  Dancing  with  Katya,  to  be  a  personal 
friend. 

Did  help  come  from 

unexpected  places? 

A  few  years  after  M  is  for  Montana  was 
published  1  was  approached  by  a  writer,  Ron 
Hirschi,  who  had  seen  the  book  and  wanted  to 
work  with  me.  It  was  thanks  to  his  efforts  that  1 
illustrated  Seya 's  Song,  which  won  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Book  Award  for  that  year. 

In  an  issue  of  a  newsletter  produced  by  the 
Society  of  Children’s 
Book  Writers  and  Il¬ 
lustrators  I  saw  a  small 
posting  soliciting  port¬ 
folio  submissions  to 
Peachtree  Publishers 
in  Atlanta.  I  sent  sam¬ 
ples  with  little  expec¬ 
tation  of  success  only 
to  be  chosen,  from 
around  1 ,500  submis¬ 
sions,  to  illustrate  their 
first  children’s  book. 
The  Sunsets  of  Miss 
Olivia  Wiggins.  I  have 
gone  on  to  illustrate 
four  other  titles  for 
Peachtree. 

Did  obstacles 
appear  from 
unexpected 
places? 

People  are  con¬ 
stantly  telling  me  that 
with  the  internet,  fax, 
etc.,  living  away  from  publishing  centers  is  no 
longer  a  problem.  I  don’t  really  believe  that 
is  true.  I  do  think  that  personal  connections 
matter. 

While  I  have  a  close  relationships  with  many 
of  the  art  directors  with  whom  I  have  worked, 
most  of  them  I  have  never  met.  I  often  wish 
instead  of  a  long-distance  call  or  e-mail  that  we 
could  just  sit  down  across  the  table  from  one 
another  and  talk  through  a  project.  1  think  that 
the  results  would  be  so  much  better. 

Being  a  full  time,  work-at-home  mom  had 
both  benefits  and  drawbacks.  My  husband’s 
work  was  for  many  years  far  more  than  a  full- 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Law  and  the  Art  World 


Art,  law  and  politics  don^t  always  mix 


By  Bill  Frazier  ©2008 

During  the  last  year,  this  column  has 
discussed  a  number  of  items  of  pending 
legislation  and  its  possible  effects  on  artists 
and  the  art  world,  ranging  from  charitable  tax 
deductions  from  the  donation  of  artwork,  to 
what  has  come  to  be  called  orphaned  works 
for  copyright  purposes,  various  tax  changes, 
remedies  for  artwork  disappearing  from  gal¬ 
leries  and  possible  criminal  sanctions  for  non¬ 
payment  and  misuse  of  sales  proceeds. 

While  some  of  these  things  were  addressed 
by  our  Congress  this  past  year,  little  was  done, 
presumably  hoping  that  the  new  Congress  tak¬ 
ing  office  in  January  will  do  the  job. 

One  little-known  piece  of  legislation  that 
passed  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  but 
not  in  the  Senate,  was  designed  to  ease  the 
burden  of  the  visa  process  for  artists  and  art 
groups  traveling  from  country  to  country.  The 
idea  was  to  facilitate  art  and  artist  exchanges 
to  and  from  countries  requiring  visas  and 
reduce  visa  costs  to  nonprofit  arts-related 
organizations.  This  is  cleverly  named  the  Arts 
Require  Timely  Service  Act  (ARTS),  H.R. 
1312. 

Several  years  ago.  Congress  passed  a 
provision  allowing  an  IRA  charitable  rollover 
allowing  taxpayers  over  70-years-old  to  with¬ 
draw  finds  from  their  IRAs  and  donate  them 
to  nonprofits  without  first  having  to  claim  the 
withdrawals  as  income.  This  provision  al¬ 
lowed  donors  to  give  up  to  $100,000  per  year 
to  arts  and  other  qualified  organizations. 

This  has  been  extended  through  December 
2009,  and  is  helpful  to  potential  donors  who 
are  required  to  make  annual  withdrawals  from 
IRAs.  This  extension  was  part  of  the  end-of- 
the-year  bailout  package. 

Much  has  been  written  here  and  elsewhere 
about  the  fair-market-value  charitable  deduc¬ 
tion  for  artists  donating  their  work  to  eligible 
organizations.  Although  both  the  House  and 
Senate  had  such  bills  pending,  and  although 
in  both  houses  of  Congress  there  were  large 
numbers  of  sponsors,  in  neither  body  did  the 
bills  ever  get  out  of  preliminary  committees. 

Presumably  arts  advocates  will  try  again 
next  year,  but  it  will  be  the  same  bills  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  same  legislative  chambers 
controlled  by  the  same  political  party. 

I  make  this  next  statement  with  a  non¬ 
partisan  intent.  This  is  a  statement  I  believe 
to  be  factual  and  is  not  a  political  jab:  Many 
artists  tend  to  be  Democrats.  However,  most 
congressional  legislation  of  benefit  to  artists 
and  to  the  arts  collectively  has  been  passed 
when  Republicans  have  controlled  Congress 
or  the  Presidency,  at  least  going  back  to  the 


Nixon  Administration.  Unfortunately,  with  the 
present  state  of  the  national  economy,  addi¬ 
tional  tax  deductions  for  donations  of  artwork 
may  be  a  low  priority. 

A  number  of  artists  were  upset  by  what 
they  perceived  to  be  the  negative  intent  of  the 
Shawn  Bentley  Orphan  Works  Act  of  2008 
(Senate  Bill  2913).  This  bill  was  designed  to 
limit  the  liability  of  those  using  copyrighted 
material  for  which  the  owner  could  not  be 
located  after  an  objectively  pursued  “diligent 
search,"  as  defined  by  the  statute. 

This  was  passed  by  the  Senate,  but  was 
never  voted  on  in  the  House,  so  the  measure 
failed.  In  all  probability,  it  will  return  in 
2009.  In  reality,  this  seemed  to  be  more  of  a 
housekeeping  device  for  the  Copyright  Office 
rather  than  any  attempt  to  diminish  copyright 
protection. 

New  scam  alert 

A  diligent  reader  of  this  column  -  actually 
my  cousin  who  is  an  accountant  -  recently  in¬ 
formed  me  of  a  new  scam  that  is  circulating.  It 
purports  to  come  from  the  IRS  and  is  seeking 
financial  and  banking  information  from  the 
victim  in  order  to  issue  a  “refound.”  It  comes 
by  email,  looks  very  official  and  demands  an 
immediate  reply. 

Keep  two  things  in  mind.  The  IRS  does 
not  email  taxpayers,  and  they  do  not  give 
“refounds.”  If  you  receive  such  a  solicitation, 
you  may  send  it  to  the  IRS  at  phishing@irs. 
gov  for  their  investigation.  This  is  an  attempt 
at  identity  theft,  so  be  careful. 

Please  continue  to  protect  yourselves  from 

such  scams.  In  this  time  of  economic  mal- 

aise  and  uncertainty  they  will  proliferate  like 
fungus.  If  these  jokers  can  hack  into  the  White 
House  computer  system,  they  can  certainly 
take  a  run  at  the  rest  of  us. 

On  a  related  note,  I  reiterate  my  warning  to 
those  of  you  being  contacted  by  overseas  buy¬ 
ers.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  counterfeit 
bank  and  cashiers  checks,  overpayments  and 
excessive  shipping  fees  involved  in  purchase 
scams  of  artwork. 

These  are  usually  accompanied  with  a 
variety  of  sob  stories  and  requests  for  cash 
refunds  of  overpayments  for  the  artwork  and 
shipping  fees.  If  you  are  approached  with  any 
one  of  these  situations  or  variations  on  the 
theme,  beware  and  back  off.  You  are  at  hazard 
of  losing  both  your  artwork  and  your  money. 

Auction  primer 

Several  readers  have  asked  that  I  revisit 
past  information  about  art  auctions  so  here  is  a 


Bill  Frazier 


brief  review.  Artists  need  to  be  aware  that  many 
small  charitable  and  fundraising  auctions  are 
managed  by  volunteers  who  may  have  no  con¬ 
tact  with  the  art  world  apart  from  these  events, 
so  you  the  artist  must  have  adequate  informa¬ 
tion  to  protect  yourselves. 

When  you  receive  an  invitation  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  an  auction,  charitable  or  not,  you 
will  normally  receive  a  packet  of  materials  to 
review  and  forms  to  complete  and  return  to  the 
organization.  Distinguish  between  “statement 
of  value”  and  “reserve  price,”  for  example, 
terms  that  often  appear  in  the  information. 
Statement  of  value  refers  to  your  estimate  of 
the  value  of  the  work  for  insurance  or  adver¬ 
tising  purposes.  Reserve  price  refers  to  the 
amount  below  which  you  will  not  authorize  the 
sale  of  your  work. 

Auctions  occur  as  “with  reserve”  and  “with¬ 
out  reserve.”  It  is  very  important  to  understand 
the  difference.  If  work  is  sold  without  reserve, 
that  means  it  will  be  sold  for  whatever  price  is 
bid,  even  if  there  is  only  one  bid  and  even  if  the 
bid  is  unreasonably  low.  With  reserve  means 
that  the  artist  or  the  auction  has  set  a  reserve 
price  and  the  piece  will  not  be  sold  unless  the 
bid  equals  or  exceeds  that  reserve  price. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  the  artist  to  know  these 
things;  this  is  part  of  your  professionalism  and 
can  represent  a  vast  difference  in  the  amount 
you  make  on  a  sale.  Read  and  understand  all  of 
the  information  presented  with  your  invitation 
before  you  commit,  as  all  of  it  together  consti¬ 
tutes  your  contract. 

Bill  Frazier  served  a  lengthy  and  invaluable 
tenure  as  chairman  of  the  Montana  Arts 
Council.  He's  in  private  practice  in  Big 
Timber,  and  can  be  reached  at  406-932- 
5453  or  artlaw@mtintouch.net.  MAC 
thanks  Art  of  the  West  for  permission  to 
reprint  this  series. 


Constance  Bergum  (from  previous  page) 


time  job  and  I  always  put  my  work  .second  to  oiir  family  life.  I 
know  that  I  might  have  known  more  success  -  both  financial  and 
artistic  -  if  1  had  prioritized  differently,  but  I  loved  being  home 
with  our  children  while  they  were  growing  up,  and  the  times  my 
husband  was  free  to  spend  with  us  were  precious. 

How  did  financial  resources  come  together  for 

you  to  produce  your  work? 

I  have  had  a  patron  all  these  years  in  the  form  of  my  husband, 
Ron.  Children’s  books  do  not  pay  well  for  any  but  the  top  sellers. 
It  truly  has  had  to  be  a  labor  of  love. 

I  do  exhibit  my  work  and  sell  originals.  I  work  for  children’s 
magazines  like  Cricket,  and  design  and  illustrate  special  projects 
like  posters.  But  for  the  most  part  (unless  there  is  a  short  dead¬ 
line)  this  is  a  part-time  job. 

I  have  been  lucky  in  that  I  have  had  projects  almost  without 
interruption  for  the  last  decade,  most  coining  to  me  unbidden.  I 
used  to  lament  not  having  more  work;  now  I  just  enjoy  what  a 
great  life  having  ju,st  a  project  or  two  a  year  affords  me. 


What  advice  would  you  offer  artists  in  Montana 
who  are  trying  to  build  their  careers? 

Well,  I  wouldn’t  suggest  children’s  book  illustration  if 
financial  stability  is  a  requirement.  Honestly,  having  a  really 
supportive  spouse  has  probably  been  my  best  career  move, 
though  probably  not  an  option  for  everyone. 

I  never  actually  expected  to  be  able  to  pursue  this  life.  At 
every  stage  from  high  school  to  the  present  I  have  known 
people  who  were  equally  or  more  talented,  luckier  and  smarter. 

But  I  have  always  approached  each  project  with  this  ques¬ 
tion;  “What  if  this  were  your  last  project?”  My  answer  has 
^ways  been  to  do  the  very  best  that  1  could,  to  do  it  over  until 
it  was  as  good  as  I  could  make  it,  and  to  try  to  push  myself  to 
be  a  better  illustrator  with  every  project.  To  never  be  satisfied 
with  OK. 

I  probably  don’t  have  any  other  real  advice.  It  is  such  a 
privilege  to  live  in  Montana,  it  makes  lots  of  trade-offs  seem 
reasonable. 


Website  offers 

insurance 

resources 

Artists'  Health 
Insurance  Resource 
Center  is  the  first 
comprehensive 
information  resource 
focusing  on  the 
health-care  needs  of 
the  arts  community. 

The  website  pro¬ 
vides  a  state-by-state 
overview  of  such 
topics  as  individual 
and  group  insurance 
plans;  what  to  look 
for  in  selecting  a 
plan;  eligibility,  cost 
and  scope  of  cover¬ 
age;  public  benefit 
plans  for  which  artists 
may  be  eligible  or 
arts  associations  they 
can  join  to  qualify  for 
group  coverage;  and 
links  to  other  arts,  in¬ 
surance  and  informa¬ 
tion  resources. 

Surveys  have 
shown  that  at  least 
30  percent  of  artists 
are  without  any  kind 
of  health  coverage, 
which  is  about  twice 
the  national  average. 
This  site  will  make  it 
easier  for  arts  profes¬ 
sionals  and  organiza¬ 
tions  to  make  knowl¬ 
edgeable  choices 
about  healthcare 
coverage  and  to  find 
the  resources  to  meet 
their  medical  needs. 
To  learn  more,  visit 
www.ahirc.org. 
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Online  Arts 
Festival  lists 
shows,  sources 

Professional  artists 
and  craftspeople  who 
exhibit  at  festivals 
have  a  major  online 
source  of  informa¬ 
tion,  thanks  to  the 
Juried  Online  Arts 
Festival  (JOLAF). 

This  festival  data¬ 
base  has  posted  the 
names  and  contact 
addresses  for  well- 
established  shows 
in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  sorted  by 
month  and  state.  \n 
addition,  fOLAF  has 

listed  the  names  and 
addresses  of  all  major 
wholesale  shows 
and  promoters,  and 
provides  detailed 
information  about 
numerous  Renais¬ 
sance  Faires. 

JOLAF's  library  of 
"Artist's  Resources" 
also  features  dozens 
of  sources  of  sup¬ 
plies;  a  thorough 
listing  of  schools  for 
advanced  art  and 
craft  instruction;  a 
listing  by  state  or  re¬ 
gion  of  all  major  arts 
agencies;  contact  in¬ 
formation  for  guilds, 
societies  and  associa¬ 
tions;  and  extensive 
publications  listings. 

This  helpful  in¬ 
formation  is  free  to 
professional  artists 
and  craftspeople  with 
online  access.  Book¬ 
mark  it  at  www.jolaf. 
com/resources/. 


Opportunities 


Want  the  latest  info  on  opportunities? 

Using  email,  the  arts  council  manages  three  biweekly  information  newsletters 
that  provide  current  and  ongoing  opportunities.  Artists,  arts  organizations  and 
arts  educators  each  have  their  own  list. 

To  sign  up  for  any  or  all  of  these  information  tools,  email  Beck  McLaughlin  at 
bemciaughiin@mt.gov  or  look  for  the  sign-up  form  on  our  website  and  in  the 
newspaper. 


Disclaimer:  No  endorsement  is  intended  or  made 
of  any  product,  service  or  information  either  by 
its  inclusion  or  exclusion  from  the  Opportunities 
section  of  the  State  of  the  Arts.  While  all 
attempts  are  made  to  Insure  the  correctness  and 
suitability  of  information  under  our  control  and 
to  correct  any  errors  brought  to  our  attention,  no 
representation  or  guarantee  can  be  made  as  to 
the  correctness  or  suitability  of  that  information 
or  any  other  linked  information  presented, 
referenced  or  implied.  All  critical  information 
should  be  independently  verified. 


Visual  Arts,  Crafts  and 
Photography:  Call  for  Entries, 
State  of  Montana 


Artist  of  the  Prairie  Art  Show  is  a  highlight 
of  the  Days  of  84  and  Carter  County  Fair, 
to  be  held  Aug.  7-9  in  Ekalaka,  MT.  All  fine 
art,  including  oil,  watercolor,  sculpture  and 
photography  will  be  accepted  in  this  non-juried 
show.  Entry  fees  are  $2-$5  per  entry,  with  a 
limit  of  five  entries  per  artist.  Entries  must  be 
received  by  Aug.  6.  Call  406-775-6644  for 
more  information. 

The  Helena  Public  Art  Committee  (HPAC) 
seeks  to  commission  site-specific  artwork 
for  the  City  of  Helena,  MT,  to  be  located  on 
the  front,  back  and  side  of  a  series  of  three 
concrete  arches  located  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Trolley  Block  of  the  Downtown  Walking  Mall. 
These  arches  connect  to  a  pedestrian  stairway 
located  adjacent  to  the  north  side  of  the 
Windbag  Restaurant  (Boston  Block  building). 
The  concrete  arches  measure  21  inches  wide 
on  one  side,  30  inches  wide  on  the  other  side, 
are  12  inches  thick,  have  a  doorway  opening 
measuring  5  feel  wide  by  8  feet  high.  Concrete 
measures  9  feet  wide  and  30  inches  high  over 
the  doorway  opening.  The  art  will  include  the 
front,  back  and  side  of  the  two  arches  closest  to 
the  walking  mall,  and  include  the  front  side  of 
the  third  arch.  The  design  may  also  address  the 
rear  walls  that  are  seen  by  the  pedestrian  when 
approaching  the  stairs.  The  design  should 
not  include  paint  applications  on  the  brick 
side  of  the  Boston  Block  building,  although 
other  artistic  treatments  may  be  considered. 
The  public  art  is  to  be  installed  in  summer- 
fall  2009.  The  budget  is  $5,000  for  the  artist 
plus  up  to  $2,000  for  supplies.  A  copy  of  the 
complete  REP  and  requirements  is  available 
at  http://www.helenapublicatts.com  or  contact 
City  of  Helena  Public  Art  Committee,  316  N. 
Park  Avenue,  Helena  MT  59623,  406-447- 
8491.  DEADLINE:  Aug.  7,  2009. 

First  Night  Missoula  is  soliciting  proposals  for 
their  16th  Annual  New  Year's  Eve  celebration 
of  the  arts.  Participate  in  this  magical  event  as 
one  of  hundreds  of  performing,  literary,  visual 
or  interactive  artists.  Download  an  application 
at  www.missoulacultural.org/firstnight  or  call 
406-532-3240.  (Also,  First  Night  logo  proposals 
may  be  submitted  by  Aug.  31.)  DEADLINE: 
June  30,  2009. 

Main  Street  Flathead  Cherry  Festival,  to  be 
held  July  18-19  in  downtown  Poison,  MT,  is 
looking  for  vendors  and  crafters.  Reserve  your 
space  by  calling  406-883-5800. 

Art  Fest  at  the  Museum,  to  be  held  at  the 
Ravalli  County  Museum  in  Hamilton,  MT, 
seeks  artists  for  a  Juried  art  exhibition  and 
auction  with  the  theme.  Our  Spectacular 
Bitterroot  Valley.  To  participate,  you  must  be  a 
professional,  emerging  or  Junior  artist.  Artwork 
must  be  2D  interpretations  created  within  the 
last  three  years.  For  more  information  visit 
www.brvhsmuseum.org.  DEADLINE:  Aug.  21, 
2009. 

Custer  County  Art  and  Heritage  Center’s 
biennial  national  Juried  exhibit,  “Miniatures: 


The  Little  Picture  Show,”  will  be  held 
Nov.  22-Dec.  3  lat  the  center  in  Miles  City,  MT. 
The  image  area  of  entries  is  limited  to  no  more 
than  25  square  inches  and  representational  work 
cannot  be  larger  than  1/6  actual  size.  Sculpture 
is  limited  to  10  inches  in  any  direction.  For  an 
entry  form  or  more  information,  call  406-234- 
0635  or  email  ccartc@midrivers.com.  An  entry 
formcan  be  downloaded  at  www.ccac.milescity. 
org.  DEADLINE:  Nov.  14,  2009. 

The  Eighth  Festival  of  Quilted  Wonders 
Exhibit  will  beheldOct.4-Nov.  15  at  the  Custer 
County  Art  and  Heritage  Center  in  Miles  City, 
MT.  There  are  eight  different  categories.  For  an 
entry  form  or  more  information,  call  406-234- 
0635  or  email  ccartc@midrivers.com.  An  entry 
formcan  be  downloaded  at  www.ccac.milescity. 
org.  DEADLINE:  Sept.  12,  2009. 

The  24th  Annual  Montana  Cowboy  Poetry 
Gathering  and  Western  Music  Rendezvous 
will  be  held  August  13-16  at  The  Yogo  Inn  in 
Lewistown,  MT.  The  gathering  is  the  second 
oldest  continuously  running  Cowboy  Poetry 
Gathering  in  the  US.  It  is  produced  by  the 
Lewistown  Art  Center,  a  non-profit  organization 
founded  in  1971.  Cowboy  poets,  western 
musicians  and  art  and  gear  vendors  are  invited 
to  inquire  and  participate  in  this  year’s  gathering. 
Information  can  be  obtained  by  calling  the 
Lewistown  Art  Center  at  406-535-8278,  or 
emailing  lac@midrivers.com  or  going  to  www. 
lewistownartcenter.org.  Written  inquiries  should 
be  sent  to  the  Lewistown  Art  Center,  801  W. 
Broadway,  Lewistown,  MT  59457. 


Visual  Arts,  Crafts  and 
Photography:  Call  for  Entries, 
National 


Hektoen  Institute  of  Medicine  is  accepting 
submissions  of  artwork  addressing  the  topic 
of  medicine,  illness,  nursing,  or  healing  for  the 
summer  issue  of  Hektoen  International  Journal. 
The  Journal  is  a  free  quarterly  online  Journal 
of  medical  humanities.  Please  send  image  as 
a  Jpeg  or  gif  file.  Include  a  caption  with  title, 
material,  size,  date  as  well  as  a  short  biography 
and  a  statement  about  the  work.  View  the 
spring  issue  at  www.hektoenintemational.org. 
For  more  information,  contact  Rachel  Baker  at 
3 1 2-948-2522  or  email  rachel.baker@hektoen. 
org.  DEADLINE:  July  15,  2(X)9. 

The  14th  Annual  Fall  Folk  Festival  in  Spokane, 
WA,  is  seeking  musicians,  dancers,  storytellers 
and  crafters.  This  year’s  festival  will  be  at 
Spokane  Community  College  (The  Lair)  Oct.  3 1  - 
Nov.  1.  This  festival,  sponsored  by  the  Spokane 
Folklore  Society,  is  dedicated  to  the  preservation 
and  appreciation  of  folk  music  and  culture.  The 
Festival  is  free  to  the  public  and  features  eight 
stages  of  traditional  and  ethnic  dance  and  music 
along  with  workshops,  special  entertainment  and 
crafts  for  children  and  Jamming.  Also  featured 
are  sales  of  traditional  crafts  and  meals.  Detailed 
information  about  the  Spokane  Folklore  Society, 
the  Fall  Folk  Festival  and  performer  applications 
can  be  found  at  www.spokanefolklore.org.  For 
more  information,  contact  SylviaGobel,  Festival 
Chairman,  509-624-5693  or  dancer@moxxee. 
com.  DEADLINE:  July  1,  2009. 

Riverbend  Community  Park  in  Bend,  OR, 
has  up  to  $75,000  in  funds  available  for  the 
commission  of  a  work  of  art  for  the  roundabout 
in  the  park.  This  is  an  open  competition  for 
professional  artists  residing  in  the  states  of 
Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana  or 
northern  California.  For  an  application  or  more 
information,  visit  the  Caf6  Listings  at  www. 
callforentry.org.  DEADLINE:  June  30,  2009. 


KadmusArts.com,  the  web’s  leading  portal  to 
every  dance,  music,  and  theatre  festival  in  the 
world,  is  now  able  to  help  artists  promote  their 
work  and  connect  with  festival  directors  and 
audiences.  KadmusArts.com  provides  a  platform 
for  free  artist  promotion  through  their  Festival 
Pick  of  the  Week,  Artist  Pick  of  the  Week, 
Festival  Stories,  Podcast  Interviews,  Culture 
News,  Blogs,  and  Open  Forum.  They  want  to 
make  sure  artists  are  a  part  of  every  festival 
page  where  they  perform.  Right  now,  8,000 
festivals  are  part  of  KadmusAtts.com.  Go  to 
KadmusArts.com’s  Artist  -  Add  Your  Story  on 
the  home  page  to  easily  keep  them  informed 
about  your  performances. 

Forth  Estate  is  seeking  artists  to  submit  their 
images.  The  winner  will  work  at  Axelle  Editions 
with  master  printer  Luther  Davis  for  one  week, 
and  be  given  the  assistance  and  resources  to 
produce  a  limited  edition  silkscreen  published 
by  Forth  Estate.  Airfare  to  New  York  and 
accommodations  for  one  week  are  included.  The 
produced  edition  will  be  shown  at  Forth  Estate’s 
booth  at  the  2009  Editions  and  Artist’s  Books 
Fair  in  New  York  and  included  in  upcoming 
Forth  Estate  exhibitions.  No  prior  printmaking 
experience  required.  This  opportunity  is  open  to 
any  artist  within  the  continental  United  States. 
Forth  Estate  Editions  was  founded  in  2005  by 
Luther  Davis  and  Glen  Baldridge  in  the  interest 
of  producing  editioned  works  by  emerging 
artists  using  both  traditional  and  technologically 
innovative  approaches  to  printmaking.  Each  artist 
may  submit  up  to  five  images  with  a  processing 
fee  of  $40  USD.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.forthestate.com/opencall.  DEADLINE: 
July  3.  2009. 

Seattle’s  Office  of  Arts  and  Cultural  Affairs,  in 

partnership  with  the  Seattle  Fleets  and  Facilities 
Department  and  the  Seattle  Fire  Department, 
seeks  an  artist  to  develop  a  site-specific  art  project 
or  design  element  on  the  public-facing  portion  of 
the  new  Fire  Station  6.  The  project  is  part  of  the 
city’s  fire  levy  program,  the  biggest  undertaking 
in  the  last  40  years  to  upgrade,  replace  and 
modernize  fire  stations  and  make  Seattle  safer 
and  better  prepared.  The  call  for  artists  is  open 
to  professional  artists  living  in  Washington, 
Oregon,  Idaho,  Montana  or  California.  The  total 
budget  for  design,  fabrication  and  installation 
is  $90,000.  A  link  to  the  online  application  and 
guidelines  is  available  at  www.seattle.gov/arts. 
For  more  information,  contact  Jason  Huff 
at  Jason.ljuff@seattle.gov  or  206-684-7278. 
DEADLINE:  June  30,  2009. 

The  Port  Townsend  Arts  Commission 
and  Northwind  Arts  Alliance  are  seeking 
submissions  for  “Expressions  Nortliwest,”  the 
eleventh  annual  Art  Port  Townsend  Juried  Art 
Competition,  which  takes  place  Oct.  2-Nov.  1 
in  Port  Townsend,  WA.  Artists  must  be  at  least 
16  years  of  age  and  a  resident  of  Washington, 
Oregon,  Idaho,  Montana,  Alaska,  or  British 
Columbia.  Works  in  both  two-  and  three- 
dimensional  forms,  including  photography,  are 
eligible.  A  total  of  $2,595  in  cash  prizes  will 
be  awarded.  Additionally,  merchandise  awards 
will  also  be  presented.  A  non-refundable  entry 
fee  of  $35  is  required  for  a  maximum  of  three 
digital  or  printed  image  entries  (no  slides)  per 
artist.  For  more  information,  including  an  entry 
form,  visit  www.artporttownsend.org  or  www. 
northwindarts.org,  call  360-379-3025,  email 
sguinup@olypen.com  or  send  a  SASE  to:  APT 
Juried  Show,  2409  Jefferson  St.,  PortTownsend, 
WA  98368.  DEADLINE;  Aug.  10,  2009. 

Spokane  Arts  Commission  is  seeking  artists  to 
design  bi  ke  racks  and  benches  for  neighborhoods 
throughout  Spokane.  The  competition  is  open  to 
any  artist,  designer,  architect,  engineer  landscape 


July/August  2009  •  State  of  the  Arts 


June  20,  $4;  Small  Format,  Fine  Art,  Digital 
Photography  Workshop,  July  11-12,  $75;  Plein 
Air  Along  the  Yellowstone,  Aug.  1-8;  Summer 
Art  Camps  for  children  ages  6-12,  June  22-26, 
July  20-24  and  Aug.  10-14,  $125  per  session. 
Call  406-222-5222  to  register. 

The  Roots  n’  Blues  Guitar  Workshop  will  be 
held  Oct.  9-1 1  in  Big  Timber,  MT,  New  Orleans- 
based  blues  and  folk  musician  Spencer  Bohren 
will  lead  the  workshop.  Bohren  has  a  marvelous 
gift  for  sharing  his  great  love  for  America’s 
wealth  of  traditional  folk,  blues,  gospel  and 
country  music  with  audiences  from  all  walks 
of  life.  His  ability  to  respectfully  animate  the 
readings  and  spellbinding  stories  of  musicians 
and  singers  from  the  past  is  legendary.  For 
more  information  about  Bohren,  visit  www. 
spencerbohren.com.  Enrollment  is  limited  and 
a  substantial  discount  is  offered  for  advance 
registration.  The  cost  of  the  workshop  is  $350  if 
paid  by  Aug.  10.  The  fee  after  that  date  is  $400. 
The  registration  fee  includes  meals  and  supplies. 
For  more  information,  contact  workshop 
coordinator  Marie  Thibeault  at  406-932-6771 
or  email  marie@mtintouch.net. 

Encaustic  Painting  and  Mixed  Media 
Workshop  with  Whitefish  artist  Shawna 
Moore  will  be  held  July  24-26  in  Jackson  Hole, 
WY.  Create  wax  art  in  a  supportive  learning 
environment  and  fully  stocked  encaustic  studio. 
Sponsored  by  the  Jackson  Hole  Art  Association. 
Cost  is  $425.  Visit  www.shawnamoore.com  for 
more  information  on  the  artist.  Call  307-733- 
6379  or  register  online  at  www.artassociation. 
org.  DEADLINE:  June  24,  2009 

Wildlife  and  Watercolor  with  Sandra  Blair 
will  be  held  Oct.  16-19  at  Triple  D  Game 
Farm  in  Kalispell,  MT.  Spend  three  mornings 
photographing  the  beautiful  Triple  D  animal 
models.  Then  learn  how  to  create  dynamic, 
realistic  wildlife  paintings  in  watercolor  or 
fluid  acrylics.  Class  is  limited  to  10  students. 
Visit  www.tripledgamefarm.com  for  more 
information  and  to  register. 

Across  the  Borders  ...  Ttirkmenistan  will  be 
held  Aug.  7-9  in  Charlo,  MT.  Join  instructor 
Annemie  Koenen  of  the  Netherlands,  for  a 
traditional  wet  felting  workshop  focused  on  the 
traditions  of  Turkmenistan.  Hosted  by  Judith 
Colvin  of  the  Bitterroot  Fiber  Arts  Studio.  Cost 
is  $375  and  includes  all  meals.  Free  camping 
available.  Pre-registration  required.  There  is  a 
small  materials  fee  at  time  of  workshop.  Call 
406-644-3042  or  email  judithcolvin@me.com 
for  more  information. 

A  Day  of  Quilting  Workshops  will  be  held 
Aug.  21  at  The  Emerson  in  Bozeman,  MT.  $40 
fee  includes  a  presentation  at  6:30  p.m.  at  the 
Museum  of  the  Rockies  where  antique  quilts 
from  the  museum  will  be  shown.  Call  406-586- 
6097  or  visit  www.quiltsonthelawn.com  for  more 
information. 


four  kits  is  $99.  Call  406-587-8216  to  reserve 
your  space. 

The  Archie  Bray  Foundation  in  Helena  offers 
these  workshops:  Sam  Chung:  Process  and  Design: 
Hand  Building  Slab  Pots,  Aug.  7-9,  $325;  Rosalie 
Wynkoop:  More  is  More:  An  Over-the-Top 
Approach  to  Majolica,  Sept.  25-27,  $325;  and 
Wayne  Higby:  Embarrassing  Doubt,  Oct.  10-11, 
$200.  To  register,  call  406-443-3502,  ext  13. 
Adult  Ceramic  Class  sessions  run  ten  weeks  and 
are  taught  by  current  resident  artists.  Beginning 
Ceramics  with  Gwendolyn  Yoppolo  meets  Tuesday 
evenings  July  14-Sept.  15;  Intermediate  Ceramics 
with  Nathan  Craven  meets  Monday  evenings  July 
1 3-Sept.  1 4;  Intermediate  Ceramics  (instructor  to 
be  announced)  meets  Tuesday  mornings  July  14- 
Sept.  15;  and  Advanced  Ceramics  (instructor  to 
■be  announced)  meets  Thursday  evenings  July  16- 
Sept.  1 7.  Tuition  for  each  ten-class  session  is  $  1 50 
for  Bray  members  and  $185  for  non-members. 
For  more  information  visit  www.archiebray.org, 
or  contact  the  Archie  Bray  Foundation,  2915 
Country  Club  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59602;  email: 
archiebray@archiebray.org. 

The  406  Writers  Workshop  is  offering  the 
following  salon-style,  six-week  summer 
workshops  in  western  Montana:  the  novel  with 
Michael  Fitzgerald,  begins  June  29;  poetry 
with  Chris  Dombrowski  begins  July  14;  short 
fiction  with  Elizabeth  Urschell  begins  July  15; 
and  non-fiction  with  Bryan  Di  Salvatore  begins 
Aug.  17.  The  price  for  a  six-week  workshop 
is  $150.  Visit  www.406writersworkshop.com 
for  an  application.  For  more  information,  call 
406-493-0746  or  email  directors@406writers 
workshop.com. 

Stumptown  Art  Studio  in  Whitefish,  MT, 
offers  the  following  workshops:  Mosaic  Sign 
Making  with  Deb  Stika,  July  1 1  and  25,  and 
Aug.  8  and  22;  Glass  Fusing:  Fused  Jewelry 
with  Melanie  Drown,  July  15;  The  Yam  Artist: 
An  Introduction  to  Freeform  Knitting  with  Lenita 
Rich,  July  18  and  Aug.  1;  and  Glass  Fusing: 
Plate  Making  with  Melanie  Drown,  Aug.  5.  Call 
406-862-5929 or  visit  www.  stumptownartstudio. 
org. 

A  Cowhoy  Poetry  Workshop  will  be  held 
Aug.  27-28  at  the  Montana  Historical  Society 
in  Helena,  MT.  Learn  the  art  of  writing  cowboy 
poetry  from  one  of  Montana’s  most  renowned 
cowboy  poets,  Mike  Logan.  Fee  is  $150. 
This  course  is  being  offered  as  part  of  the 
Helena  Institute.  Call  406-444-4741  for  more 
information. 

Painting  with  Knives  with  Harry  Koyama  will 
be  held  July  1 2  at  the  Carbon  County  Arts  Guild  in 
Red,  Lodge  MT.  For  this  oil  painting  workshop, 
Koyama  will  show  participants  how  to  create 
his  signature  style  using  the  palette  knife.  Cost 
is  $50  for  members,  and  $65  for  non-members. 
A  materials  fee  of  $15  covers  all  supplies.  For 
more  information,  call  406-446-1370. 


architect,  planner  or  fabricator  within  the  Inland 
Northwest  region.  The  full  prospectus  may  be 
downloaded  at  www.spokanearts.org/hottopics. 
aspx.  For  more  information,  contact  Karen 
Mobley  at  kmobley@spokanecity.org  or  509- 
625-6050.  DEADLINE:  June  26,  2009. 

First  Friday,  a  Joint  program  of  the  Spokane 
Arts  Commission  and  the  Downtown 
Spokane  Partnership,  is  seeking  artists 
whose  work  is  ready  to  show  in  non-traditional 
venues  such  as  coffee  shops,  wineries  and  other 
downtown  businesses.  Artists  wishing  to  have 
their  work  considered  by  venues  can  send  a 
CD  with  10  jpegs  or  pdf  files  of  art  work,  a 
list  of  the  art  works  represented  on  the  CD,  a 
resume  and  contact  information  to  Spokane 
Arts  Commission,  808  W.  Spokane  Falls 
Blvd.,  Spokane,  WA  99201,  attn:  First  Friday. 
This  is  a  referral  opportunity  only.  Venues  are 
responsible  for  selecting  their  own  artists.  For 
more  information,  call  509-625-6079. 


Grants  and  Fellowships 


The  Cultural  Exchange  Fund  (CEF)  is  a 
travel  subsidy  program  supported  by  The 
Andrew  W.  Mellon  Foundation  to  assist  U.S.- 
based  presenters  in  building  partnerships  and 
collaborations  with  international  touring  artists, 
companies  and  their  collaborators  and  in  seeing 
the  work  of  artists  from  around  the  world  in  their 
cultural  contexts.  The  Association  of  Performing 
Arts  Presenters  (Arts  Presenters)  recognizes  that 
promoting  global  cultural  exchange  is  essential 
for  audience  and  community  engagement  in  the 
performing  arts  and  provides  an  opportunity  for 
presenting  professionals  to  expand  and  deepen 
their  knowledge  of  artists,  traditions  and  cultures 
from  around  the  world.  Arts  Presenters  will 
award  travel  subsidies  to  individual  presenters, 
non-profit  presenting  organizations  and  to 
groups  of  presenters  traveling  to  see  the  work 
of  artists,  companies  and/or  to  develop  and 
advance  projects  with  international  artists  and 
theircollaborators.  All  applicants  must  be  active 
members  of  the  Association  of  Performing 
Arts  Presenters.  Visit  www.artspresenters.org 
for  more  information  on  how  to  apply  for  the 
grant.  You  may  also  contact  Alison  McNeil  at 
888-820-ARTS  or  amcneil@artspresenters.org 
should  you  have  any  questions  related  to  the 
program.  DEADLINES:  Nov.  16, 2009,  May  14, 
2010  and  Nov.  15,2010 


Residencies 


The  Montana  Artists  Refuge  invites  artists 
of  every  medium,  walk  of  life,  and  from  every 
comer  of  the  world  to  apply  for  winter  residency 
opportunities.  The  Montana  Artists  Refuge, 
located  in  Basin,  MT,  is  organized  to  further 
the  creative  work  of  artists,  to  create  residencies 
for  artists,  and  to  provide  arts  programs  and 
arts  education  for  both  artists  and  community 
members.  The  Refuge  was  founded  in  1993  by 
a  community  of  professional  artists  whose  art 
included  painting,  music,  writing,  photography, 
pottery,  sculpture  and  mixed  media.  The  Refuge 
offers  affordable  short-  and  long-term  living 
and  studio  spaces  for  artists  of  all  disciplines. 
Each  living  space  includes  basic  furnishings, 
a  kitchen,  bathroom,  double  bed  and  private 
phone.  All  facilities  are  non-smoking.  No  pets. 
Visiting  artists  may  come  and  stay  for  one  to 
twelve  months.  The  deadline  for  residencies 
through  May  2010  is  Aug.  15,  2009.  However, 
artists  are  encouraged  to  apply  throughout  the 
year,  as  there  are  sometimes  cancellations  or 
all  residencies  are  not  filled  by  the  deadline. 
Visit  www.montanaartistsrefuge.org  for  more 
information  on  residency  applications,  or  email 
mar@mt.net. 


Workshops/Conferences 


The  Livingston  Center  for  Art  and  Culture  in 

Livingston,  MT,  offers  these  workshops:  Work 
Session  for  Flameworked  Glass  Beadmakers, 


The  Hockaday  Museum  of  Art  in  Kalispell, 
MT,  offers  the  following  workshops:  Figure 
in  the  Garden/Bibler  Garden  Workshop  with 
Rusti  Warner,  Aug.  28-29  with  optional  third 
day  on  Aug.  30.  Held  at  Bibler  Gardens,  this  oil 
painting  workshop  offers  a  variety  of  plein  air 
challenges  including  the  long  vista,  the  intimate 
study,  architecture  and  several  situations  using 
the  figure  in  natural  light.  Cost  is  $110,  plus 
$55  for  additional  day.  A  Painting  Workshop 
with  Mark  Ogle  will  be  held  Sept.  12-13. 
This  studio  workshop  will  emphasize  the  use 
of  color  and  variety  of  painting  techniques. 
Cost  is  $110.  Call  406-755-5268  or  visit  www. 
hockadaymuseum.org. 

Quilting  in  the  Country,  A  Day  in  the  Country 

takes  place  Aug.  2 1  at  the  Quinn  Farmstead,  south 
of  Bozeman,  MT.  The  following  activities  are 
offered:  make  a  simple  apron;  learn  needle  felting 
with  fleece  from  their  flock;  collect  raspberry 
leaves,  print  the  leaves  and  frame  them;  and 
make  a  lockerhooked  teapot  mat.  Cost  for  the 
day  of  old-fashioned  pleasures  plus  lunch  and 


Summer  Dance  Intensive:  Dancing  Under 
the  Big  Sky  will  be  held  July  27-Aug.  9  at 
Montana  Ballet  Company  in  Bozeman,  MT. 
This  workshop  offers  training  and  performance 
opportunities  with  teachers  Elizabeth  DeFanti, 
Tobi  Brokke,  Amy  Lynn  Stoddart  and  Curtiss 
Wesley.  Cost  ranges  from  $  14  per  class  to  $240 
per  week  and  $475  for  both  weeks.  Call  406- 
582-8702  or  visit  www.montanaballet.com  for 
more  information. 

The  Lewistown  Art  Center  in  Lewistown, 
MT,  offers  the  following  workshops:  Oil  and 
Pastel  Painting  with  Aaron  Schuerr,  Aug.  1 ;  and 
Plein  Air  Painting  with  Joe  Bohler,  Aug.  28-30. 
Summer  Youth  Art  Camps  for  students  aged 
eight  to  13  include:  Frank  Day  Park  Painting 
of  the  Serpent,  June  23-25;  Puppets,  July  7-9; 
Bugs  and  Other  Critters  at  Brewery  Flats, 
July  28-30  and  Painted  Horse  Sculpture  and  Poem 
Writing,  Aug.  11-13.  Call  406-535-8278. 


Continued  on  next  page 


Go  Green! 

Go  paperless  and 
receive  State  of  the 
Arts  electronically. 

Sign  up  at  www. 
art.mt.gov. 


State  of  the  Arts  •  July/ August  2009 


National  arts 
resources 

•  National  En¬ 
dowment  for  the 
Arts:  1 1 00  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Ave.,  NW, 
Washington,  DC 
20506;  202-682- 
5400;  www.artsen- 
dow.gov;  email: 
webmgr@arts. 
endow.gov. 

•  National 
Endowment  for  the 
Humanities:  1100 
Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20506; 
202-606-8400;  www. 
neh.fed.us. 

•  Arts  4  AH  People: 
www.arts  4allpeople. 
org;  email:  a4ap& 
wallacefunds.org. 

•  Americans  for  the 
Arts:  1 000  Vermont 
Ave.,  NW,  1 2th  Floor, 
Washington,  DC  20005; 
202-371-2830;  www. 
artusa.org. 

•  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Museums: 
1571  Eye  5t.  NW,  Ste. 
400,  Washington,  DC 
20005;  202-289-1818; 
www.aam-us.org. 

•  National  Trust  for 
Historic  Preservation: 

1 785  Massachusetts 
Ave.,  NW,  Washington, 
DC  20036;  202-588- 
6000;  www.national 
trust.org. 

•  ADA  Services  Unit: 
U.S.  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commis¬ 
sion,  1801  LSt.  NW, 

Rm.  9024,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20507; 
202-663-4900  or  800- 
669-4000  for  employ¬ 
ment  questions;  www. 
eeoc.gov/facts. 

•  New  York  Founda¬ 
tion  for  the  Arts:  1 55 
Avenue  of  the  Americas, 
1 4th  Floor,  New  York 
NY  1001  3-1 507;  212- 
366-6900;  www.nyfa. 
org. 

•  Architectural  and 
Transportation  Barri¬ 
ers  Compliance  Board: 
1 331  F  St.  NW,  Suite 
1000,  Washington,  DC 
20004;  800-872-2253; 
www.access-board.gov. 

•  National  Reha¬ 
bilitation  Informa¬ 
tion  Center  (NARIC): 
800-346-2742  or  800- 
344-5405  for  assistive 
technology  product 
information. 


Workshops  (continued) 


Plein  Air  Watercolor  Around  the  Town  with 
Carol  Montgomery.  8:30  a.m.-noon,  July  6-10. 
This  five-session  class  for  beginning  and 
intermediate  students  begins  at  the  Holter  Museum 
where  students  spend  one  day  learning  watercolor 
texture  techniques  as  well  as  color  mixing,  and 
the  following  four  days  painting  plein  air  -  or  in 
the  open  air  -  in  Helena’s  historic  downtown  and 
mansion  districts.  Cost  is  $150;  a  list  of  materials 
is  available  at  www.holtermuseum.org.  For  more 
information,  email  Sondra®  holtermuseum.org  or 
visit  the  Holter  Museum  of  Art,  12  E.  Lawrence, 
Helena,  MT  59601;  406-442-6400. 

The  Sandpiper  Gallery  in  Poison,  MT,  offers 
the  following  workshops:  Pastel  Portraits  with 
Diane  Neville  Knowles,  Aug.  3-6,  $350;  and 
Watercolor  Tricks:  Shine,  Reflection  and  Water 
Drops  with  Joanne  Simpson,  Aug.  17-21,  $90. 
Call  406-883-5969. 

Siunmersing  Montana  Music  and  Creative 
Arts  Camp  for  Women  will  be  held  June  27- 
July  3  at  the  YMCACamp  Child  on  the  continental 
divide  near  Helena.  Camp  director  Judy  Fjell  and 
her  teaching  staff  are  on  hand  for  a  whole  week  to 
empower  everyone’s  creativity.  Activites  include 
singing  and  playing  music,  comedy  improv, 
bucket  drumming,  arts  and  crafts,  enjoyment  of 
nature  and  meditation.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.judyfjell.com  or  call  406-932-6468 
or  530-757-2948. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Pacific  Northwest 
Children’s  Book  Conference,  sponsored  by 
Portland  State  University,  will  be  held  July  1 3- 1 7 
on  the  campus  of  Reed  College  in  Portland,  OR. 
Activities  include  a  full  week  of  lectures,  first 
page  analyses,  faculty  readings,  an  open  mike 
session  and  workshops  for  writers  and  illustrators. 
For  more  information,  call  503-725-9786  or  visit 
www.ceed.pdx.edu/children. 

Rocky  Mountain  School  of  Photography  in 

Missoula,  MT,  offers  the.se  courses :  Professional 
Studies:  Focus  on  Your  Career  Path,  Aug.  11- 
Sept.  4;  and  Advanced  Intensive:  Digital  and 
Professional  Development,  Sept.  8-Oct.  1 6.  The 
school  also  offers  two-day  weekend  courses. 
For  more  information,  visit  www.rmsp.com  or 
call  800-394-7677. 


Plein  Air  Painting  on  the  Yellowstone  will  be 
held  Aug.  1-8  in  Park  County,  MT.  Sponsored 
by  the  Livingston  Center  for  Art  and  Culture, 
the  event  offers  artists  a  chance  to  paint  at 
various  places  around  Livingston  and  then  offer 
the  paintings  for  sale  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
Other  events  are  planned  throughout  the  week, 
including  a  barbeque  and  reception  at  the  exhibit. 
For  more  information,  call  406-222-5222  or  visit 
www.livingstoncenter.org. 

Aaron  Schuerr  is  offering  these  plein  air 
painting  workshops  Kalispell  Plein  Air  Painting 
Workshop  is  July  10-12  in  Kalispell,  MT.  Cost 
is  $270.  The  class  covers  the  fundamentals  of 
painting  landscapes  in  oil  and  in  pastel  through 
demonstrations,  classroom  lecture,  and  through 
painting  on  location.  Picking  Bugs  Out  of  the 
Paint:  The  Art  of  Plein  Air  Painting,  July  18-21 
in  Yellowstone  National  Park,  is  based  at  the 
Lamar  Buffalo  Ranch  Field  Campus  and  is  $360. 
Students  will  paint  Yellowstone’s  spectacular 
Northern  range  in  the  mornings  and  evenings, 
enjoy  demonstrations  in  pastel  and  oil,  and  learn 
from  classroom  lectures.  For  more  information 
visit  Aaron’s  website  at  www.aaronschuerr.com 
or  e-mail  Aaron  at  contact@aaronschuerr.com. 

North  Valley  Music  School  hosts  Camp 
Festival  Amadeus,  a  chamber  music  camp  for 
early  intermediate  to  advanced  string  musicians 
entering  7th  through  12th  grades,  July  26-31,  in 
Whitefish,  MT.  The  camp  is  held  simultaneously 
with  the  Glacier  Symphony  and  Chorale’s 
Festival  Amadeus.  Campers  participate  in  daily 
small  ensembles,  an  orchestra,  and  a  master 
class  with  the  opportunity  for  private  lessons. 
Camp  faculty  includes  NVMS  string  faculty 
and  the  guest  artist  Bridger  Quartet  with  the 
opportunity  to  interact  with  the  festival  guest 
artists,  many  of  whom  are  internationally 
known.  Campers  also  have  the  opportunity  to 
observe  narrated  rehearsals  by  Festival  Amadeus 
ensembles  and  receive  a  free  pass  to  the  festival 
concerts.  Call  406-862-8074  or  visit  www. 

north  vulliiyiiiusiosohool.org. 

Native  Flute  Workshop  with  Troy  DeRoche, 
Blackfoot  tribal  flautist,  will  be  held  June  25  at 
The  People’s  Center  in  Pablo,  MT.  Call  406-675- 
0160  or  visit  www.peoplescenter.net. 

Camp  Equinox  Summer  Theatre  Day  Camp 

offers  two  sessions  in  Bozeman  for  kids  entering 
grades  one  through  eight:  June  22-July  16  and 


July  20-Aug.  13.  Katie  Goodman  and  Soren 
Kisiel  are  the  artistic  directors,  and  supervise  a 
highly  creative  staff  of  experienced  performing 
arts  teachers  and  guest  performers  from  around 
the  nation,  plus  a  team  of  teen  interns.  For  more 
information,  or  to  register,  call  406-587-0737, 
ext.  5  or  visit  www.campequinox.com. 


Literature 


The  24th  Annual  Montana  Cowboy  Poetry 
Gathering  and  Western  Music  Rendezvous  is 
seeking  two  young  cowboy  poets,  one  aged  1 2  or 
under,  and  one  aged  1 3- 1 8,  to  read  or  recite  their 
original  cowboy  poetry  as  the  grand  winners  of 
the  Young  Cowboy  Poet  Search.  Every  young 
cowboy  poet  entering  the  competition  will 
record  their  poetry  on  KXLO-KLCM  radio 
to  be  aired  during  the  month  of  August,  and 
receive  two  three-day  passes  to  all  music  and 
poetry  sessions,  Aug.  1 4- 1 6  in  Lewistown,  MT. 
There  is  no  entry  fee,  and  multiple  entries  are 
invited.  Submit  entries  at  traffic@kxlo-klcm. 
com  or  mail  to  KXLO-KLCM,  620  NE  Main, 
Lewistown,  MT  59457.  For  more  information, 
call  Phyllis  Hall  at 406-535-344 1 .  DEADLINE: 
June  30,  2009. 

Two-Minute  Play  Competition  is  seeking 
submissions.  Submissions  must  be  performed 
and  videotaped.  No  obscenity  or  nudity.  Get 
your  friends  together  and  act  out  your  best 
two-minute  play!  Videotape  the  performance 
and  submit  to  playsnow@heartlandplays.com. 
Selected  plays  will  appear  on  the  Heartland 
Plays,  Inc.  website  and  will  be  published  in  text 
form  in  a  collection  of  52  two-minute  plays. 
Heartland  Plays  will  notify  writers  if  interested 
in  publishing  plays  in  the  collection.  One  over-all 
winner  will  receive  a  three-night  stay  at  Elkhom 
View  Lodge  near  Helena,  MT,  a  prize  value  of 
over  $500.  DEADLINE:  Dec.  31,  2009. 


Media  Arts 


Big  Sky  Documentary  Film  Festival,  to  be 

held  Feb,  12-21,  2010,  in  Missoula,  MT,  is 
.seeking  entries  for  screening  at  the  festival. 
Early  deadline  is  July  3,  regular  deadline  is 
Sept.  4  and  final  deadline  is  Oct.  20.  For  more 
information,  call  406-541-3456  or  visit  www. 
bigskyfilmfest.org. 


ARTS  &  CULTURE:  Statewide  Service  Organizations 


Humanities  Montana,  31 1  Brantly  Hall,  The  University 
of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59812;  406-243-6022;  www. 
humanities-mt.org.  Presents  humanities  programs,  awards 
grants,  conducts  speakers  bureau,  reading/discussion 
groups  and  teacher  programs. 

MT  Alliance  for  Arts  Education,  Executive  Director 
Alayne  Doison,  PO  Box  7225,  Missoula,  MT  59807;  406- 
549-2984;  email:  mt4arted@gmail.com;  www.maae.org. 
Provides  professional  development  for  teachers  in  arts 
education  and  advocacy  for  arts  education. 

MT  Art  Education  Assn.,  President  Betsy  Rogstad, 
Great  Falls  High  School,  1214  4th  Ave.  N.,  Great  Falls, 
MT  59401;  406-727-8271;  email;  Betsy_Rogstad@gfps. 
kI2.mt.us;  www.artedmontana.org.  Provides  professional 
information  and  development  for  art  teachers  in  all  areas. 

MT  Arts,  PO  Box  1 872,  Bozeman.  MT  5977 1 ;  406- 
585-9551.  Provides  administrative  services  for  statewide 
organizations  and  some  local  groups  and  acts  as  a  fiscal 
agent  foremerging  arts  organizations. 

MT  Assn,  of  Symphony  Orchestras,  PO  Box 
1 872,  Bozeman,  MT  5977 1 ;  406-585-955 1 ;  www. 
montanasymphonies.org.  Provides  resource  sharing, 
imports  musicians  and  conducts  seminars  and 
conferences. 

MT  Center  for  the  Book,  do  Humanities  Montana  3 1 1 
Brantly  Hall.  The  University  of  Montana.  Missoula.  MT 
59812;  406-243-6022.  ask  for  Mark  Sherouse;  www. 
montanabook.org.  Organizes  public  forums  featuring 
Montana  authors;  and  promotes  reading,  book  arts  and 
publishing. 

MT  China  Painting  Art  Assn.,  1805  Highland.  Helena, 
MT  59601 ;  406-443-5583.  Promotes  the  art  of  china 
painting,  porcelain  and  glass;  sponsors  a  yearly  public 
show  featuring  nationally  known  teachers. 

MT  Community  Foundation,  101  N.  Last  Chance 
Gulch,  Suite  21 1,  Helena,  MT  59601;  406-443-8313; 
email:  mtcf@mt.net;  www.mtcf.org.  Maintains 
endowments  for  nonprofit  organizations  and  awards 
grants. 

MT  Cultural  Advocacy,  PO  Box  1 872,  Bozeman,  MT 
5977 1 ;  406-585-955 1 .  Coalition  of  arts  and  cultural 


agencies  that  lobbies  the  state  legislature  to  maintain 
funding  of  cultural  agencies  and  oversees  legislation 
affecting  Montana's  cultural  sector. 

MT  Dance  Arts  Assn.,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman, 

MT  59771;  406-585-9551.  Sponsors  a  fall  and  spring 
workshop  for  young  Montana  dancers,  administers  a 
summer  scholarship  program  and  presents  a  summer 
teachers'  workshop. 

MT  Institute  of  the  Arts,  PO  Box  1824,  Bozeman,  MT 
59771;  406-587-7636.  Assists  artists  in  all  disciplines 
through  educational  projects,  information,  and 
workshops. 

MT  Music  Educators  Assn.,  Nancy  Murdock.  PO 
Box  55,  Whitewater.  MT  59544;  406-674-5417  (O); 
email:  nmurdock@ttc-cmc.net.  Provides  professional 
information  and  development  for  music  teachers  in  all 
areas. 

MT  Painters  Alliance,  Susan  Blackwood  and  Howard 
Friedland,  711  Blackmore  Place,  Bozeman,  MT  59715; 
406-586-4484.  A  statewide  organization  compri.sed  of 
professional  outdoor  painters  who  seek  to  showca.se  the 
vast  variety  and  spectacular  beauty  of  Montana. 

MT  Performing  Arts  Consortium,  PO  Box  1872, 
Bozeman.  MT  5977 1 :  406-585-955 1 ;  www.ml 
performingarts.org. Supports  performing  arts  presenting 
in  large  and  small  communities;  sponsors  an  annual 
conference  showcasing  performing  arts;  facilitates  block¬ 
booking;  and  provides  quick-grants  to  rural  presenters. 

MT  Preservation  Alliance.  516  N.  Park,  Suite 
A.  Helena.  MT  59601;  406-457-2822;  www. 
preservemonlana.org.  Provides  technical  assistance  and 
infor-mation  on  historic  preservation  issues  through  a 
circuit  rider  pro-gram.  Publishes  Preservation  Montana. 

MT  Public  Television  Assn.,  PO  Box  503,  While 
Sulphur  Springs,  MT  59645;  406-547-3803;  Supports 
efforts  of  Montana’s  rural  low  power  public  television 
stations;  provides  technical  assistance  in  video  production 
and  station  application  procedures  and  sponsors  an  annual 
conference. 

MT  Theatre  Education  Assn.  (MTEA),  President  Larry 
Brazill,  9  N.  Dakota.  Dillon,  MT  59725;  406-683-7038; 


email:  l_brazill@umweslem.edu.  A  K-12  education 
resource  for  Montana  theatre  educators;  present  yearly  at 
MEA-MFT/APT  and  are  affiliated  with  EDTA. 

MT  Thespians,  State  Director,  Sarah  DeGrandpre.  Big 
Sky  High  School,  3100  South  Ave.  West,  Missoula, 

MT  59804;  406-728-2401;  email:  sdegrandpre@mcps. 
k  12. ml. us.  Provides  professional  information  and 
development  for  theater  teachers  in  all  areas. 

MT  Watercolor  Society,  PO  Box  3002,  Missoula,  MT 
59807;  Ron  Paulick,  membership  chair,  406-453-4076; 
email:  cambrea@mt.net;  www.montanawatercolor 
society.org.  Sponsors  two  annual  workshops,  a  yearly 
Open  Members  show,  a  national  Juried  Watermedia 
Exhibition,  and  a  quarterly  newsletter. 

Museum  and  Art  Gallery  Directors  Assn.,  21 12  First 
Avenue  North,  Great  Falls,  MT  59401;  406-761-1797; 
email:  monianaart@hotmail.com;  www.mt-magda. 
org.  Supports  visual  art  centers  and  galleries  through 
traveling  exhibitions,  technical  assistance  and  an  annual 
conference. 

Museums  Assn,  of  Montana,  MT  Historical  Society, 
225  N.  Roberts,  Helena.  MT  59620;  406-444-4710; 
www.montanamu.seunis.org.  Supports  museums  of 
all  disciplines  through  annual  conferences,  quarterly 
newsletters  and  technical  assistance  with  museum  issues. 

R<H’kv  Mountain  Photo  Club,  1518  Howell  St., 
Mi.ssoula,  MT  59802;  406-728-5374.  Provides 
photography  education,  professional  information, 
workshops  and  opportunities  for  members  to  show  work 
In  galleries. 

VSA  arts  of  Montana,  PO  Box  7225.  Missoula.  MT 
59807;  406-549-2984;  www.vsamonlana.org.  Provides 
information,  technical  assistance  and  workshops  on 
working  with  differently-abled  constituencies. 

Writer’s  Voice  of  the  Billings  Family  YMCA,  402 
N.  32nd  St..  Billings,  MT  59101;  406-248-1685. 

Assists  emerging  writers  in  artistic  and  professional 
development;  supports  accomplished  writers;  provides 
public  programs  that  challenge  the  traditional  definition 
of  literary  arts. 
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MAC  Grants  &  Services 


Artist's  Innovation  Awards 

Applications  will  soon  be  accepted  for  the 
Artist’s  Innovation  Award  for  Literary  and 
Performing  Artists.  The  Montana  Arts  Council 
recently  launched  this  new  grant  program  to 
honor  the  innovative  ideas,  practices  and  the 
contributions  of  Montana  artists.  Only  literary  and 
performing  artist  are  eligible  for  the  second  round. 
(Visual  artists  were  eligible  for  the  first  group  of 
grants.)  This  application  can  only  be  completed 
online  -  go  to  MAC’s  website  at  www.art.mt.gov. 
The  deadline  for  Artist’s  Innovation  Award  for 
Literary  and  Performing  Artists  to  be  announced. 

Public  Value  Partnerships 

The  Montana  Arts  Council  is  pleased  to 
continue  operating  support  grants  for  Montana 
non-profit  arts  organizations  under  a  program 
entitled  Public  Value  Partnerships.  Public  value 
partners  are  defined  as  organizations  making  a 
positive  difference  in  the  individual  and  collective 
lives  of  the  citizens  of  the  state  through  the  arts, 
and  worthy  of  state  investment.  These  grants 
fund  Montana  non-profit  arts  organizations  who 
have  had  their  501(c)(3)  status  for  a  minimum 
of  five  years  and  at  least  a  half-time  paid  staff 
member.  Guideline  specifics  are  available  on  the 
MAC  website.  Current  grants  run  July  1,  2006  to 
June  30,  2010.  No  new  applications  are  being 
accepted  since  the  funding  is  fully  committed. 

Opportunity  Grants 

Opportunity  Grants  are  given  throughout  the 
year  to  enable  the  council  to  respond  to  artists’ 
or  organizations’  opportunities  or  emergencies. 
Grants  are  available  up  to  $1,000,  and  decisions 
will  be  dictated  by  the  availability  of  funds  and 
the  nature  of  the  request.  Grants  must  be  matched 
1 : 1  in  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and  services.  Awards 
are  made  directly  by  the  council  and  applications 
are  reviewed  monthly. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  MAC  by  the 
first  of  each  month.  Funding  is  allocated  on  a  first 
come,  first  served  basis. 

Arts  Education  Artist  Registry 

The  Arts  Education  program  supports  a  wide 
range  of  residencies  by  professional  working 
artists  and  local  or  regional  arts  organizations 
(touring  or  locally  based).  Activities  are  hands-on 
and  process-oriented.  The  artist  must  be  able  to 


clearly  communicate  the  concepts  and  skills  of 
the  chosen  art  form  and  relate  well  to  people  in  a 
variety  of  educational  settings. 

Deadlines  are  ongoing.  To  apply  visit  MAQ’s 
website  at  http://art.mt.gov  or  call  the  MAC  Arts 
Education  Hotline  at  1-800-282-3092. 

Cultural  and  Aesthetic  Project  Grants 

In  1975,  the  Montana  Legislature  set  aside 
a  percentage  of  the  Coal  Tax  to  restore  murals 
in  the  Capitol  and  support  other  cultural  and 
aesthetic  projects.  Grant  funds  are  derived  from 
the  interest  earned  on  this  Cultural  Trust. 

Any  person,  association,  group,  or  govern¬ 
mental  agency  may  apply.  All  applications 
must,  however,  be  officially  sponsored  by  a 
governmental  entity.  Requirements  include  a  1:1 
match  In  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and  services  for 
Special  Projects  Under  $4,500,  Special  Projects 
and  Operational  Support.  Capital  expenditures 
require  a  3:1  match  of  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and 
services.  The  application  deadline  is  August  1, 
2010  for  FY  2012-2013. 

Artists  in  Schools/Communities  Grants 

The  Arts  Education  program  contains  three 
distinct  components  which  provide  participatory 
experiences  in  arts  learning  that  increase  or 
strengthen  participants’  knowledge  and  skills  in 
the  arts. 

1.  Artist  visits:  The  artist  visits  program 
encom-passes  visits  lasting  from  one  to  four  days 
with  no  more  than  four  hours  of  contact  time  per 
day. 

2.  Short-term  residencies:  These  last  one  to 
four  weeks,  or  a  total  of  five  to  20  days  over  a 
longer  period  of  time.  Long-term  residencies: 
These  are  residencies  of  five  weeks  or  longer,  up 
to  one  year. 

3.  Special  projects:  This  funding  broadly 
supports  the  creation  of  projects  that  establish, 
expand,  or  advance  both  school  curriculum  and 
educational  arts  programming.  Projects  that 
support  and  encourage  the  community’s  lifelong 
learning,  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  arts 
are  also  funded. 

The  Montana  Art.s  Council  awards  grams  to 
Montana  organizations  that  are  nonprofit  and 
exempt  from  federal  income  tax  under  Section 
501(a),  which  include  the  501(c)(3)  designation 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code,  or  are  units  of 


government,  educational  institutions,  or  local 
chapters  of  tax-exempt  national  organizations. 

Deadlines  are  ongoing.  To  apply,  visit  MAC’s 
website  at  http://art.mt.gov  or  call  the  MAC  Arts 
Education  Hotline  at  1  -800-282-3092. 

Professional  Development  Grants 

Professional  Development  Grants  provide 
matching  funds  for  Montanans  to:  1)  attend 
seminars,  conferences  and  workshops  to  further 
professional  development  dr  to  improve  artistic 
quality,  community  service  in  the  arts,  or  arts 
management  skills  and  operations;  and  2)  hire 
a  consultant  of  your  choice  to  advise  artists  or 
nonprofit  arts  organizations  on  technical  matters, 
specific  programs,  projects,  administrative 
functions,  or  facilitate  strategic  planning, 
marketing  or  development  planning.  The 
amounts  of  these  grants  will  not  exceed  $750  for 
individuals  and  $1,000  for  organizations  and  will 
depend  on  available  funds.  A  1 : 1  match  in  cash  or 
in-kind  goods  and  services  is  required. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  MAC  the 
first  of  each  month.  Applications  are  reviewed 
monthly.  Funding  is  allocated  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis. 

Montana's  Circle  of  American  Masters 

Montana’s  Circle  of  American  Masters  in 
Visual  Folk  and  Traditional  Arts  celebrates 
the  contributions  of  Montana’s  master  artists. 

A  member  of  Montana’s  Circle  of  American 
Masters  is  a  person  who  throughout  their  lifetime 
of  work  in  the  traditional  arts  has  created  a 
notable  body  of  work.  Of  significant  cultural  and 
artistic  stature,  their  work  is  representative  of 
the  historic,  traditional,  and  innovative  arts  and 
handcrafts  distinctive  to  the  state  and  is  worthy  of 
note  on  both  a  state  and  national  level.  Deadlines 
for  this  program  are  ongoing.  For  nomination 
materials,  visit  the  MAC  website  at  http://art. 
mt.gov/artists/artists_masters.asp  or  contact 
Cindy  Kittredge  at  elkittredge@dishmail.net  or 
phone  her  at  406-468-4078. 

T.E.A.,  Teacher  Exploration  of  the  Arts 

This  grant  program  is  for  elementary 
classroom  teachers  who  wish  to  work  one-on- 
one  with  a  professional  working  artist  in  order  to 
develop  the  teacher’s  skill  in  a  particular  artistic 
discipline.  Deadlines  are  ongoing.  You  must 
apply  at  least  six  weeks  in  advance  of  the  start- 
date  of  your  project.  A  cash  match  is  not  required. 
All  grants  are  for  $500. 


Grant  Programs 


Name 


Address  _ 


City_ 


State 


ZiP- 


Phone 


Email 


Send  your  request  to:  Montana  Arts  Council, 
PO  Box  202201,  Helena,  MT  59620-2201 
•  FAX  406-444-6548  •  email  mac@mt.gov 


Yes,  please  send  me  copies  of  the  following 
grant  guidelines  (when  guidelines  are  available) 

□  Artist's  Innovation  Award 

□  Artist  in  Schools/Communities  Sponsor  Application 

□  Arts  Education  Artist  Registry  Application 

□  Cultural  Trust  Grant  Application 

□  Montana's  Circle  of  American  Masters  Nomination 
Form 

□  Opportunity  Grant  Application 

_  □  Professional  Development  Award  Grant  Application 

□  Public  Value  Partnerships  Application 

□  T.E.A.,  Teacher  Exploration  of  the  Arts  Application 

□  Other _ 


Grant  guidelines  and  applications  can  also  be  downloaded  at  http://art.mt.gov 
_ I 

What's  Happening? 

Planning  an  arts  or  cultural  event,  gallery  showing  or  a  performance?  If  so,  State  of  the  Arts 
would  like  to  know  about  it.  Deadline  for  the  September/October  issue  is  july  25,  2009. 

Fill  out  the  following  information  and  send  it  to: 

Lively  Times,  33651  Eagle  Pass  Tr.,  Charlo,  MT  59824; 

406-644-2910;  FAX  406-644-2911;  or  email  writeus@livelytimes.com 


Event 


Description, 


Event  Location, 

Date(s) _ 

Time(s)  _ 


Sponsor, 
Address . 
Phone _ 


Email 


I - 1 

Subscribe  to  bi-weekly 
email  newsletters 

Name _ 

Email  Address _ 


Which  email  newsletter(s)  do  you  want  to 
receive? 

□  Artists  □  Arts  Organizations 

□  Arts  Educators 

Mail  in  form  or  go  online:  www.art.mt.gov/resources 
- 1 


Sign-up  or  update 
your  mailing  info 

NEW  ADDRESS 


Name , 


Address . 
City _ 


State 


-Zip 


Daytime  Phone , 
Email  Address 


OLD  ADDRESS 


Name 


Address . 
City _ 


State, 


-Zip 


Daytime  Phone . 
Email  Address 


Mail  to:  Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box  202201,  Helena, 
MT  59620-2201 ;  or  go  online  at  vvww.art.mt.gov 


Help  us  find 
technical 
assistance 
articles  for 
State  of 
the  Arts 

The  Montana  Arts 
Council  is  requesting 
submissions  from  art¬ 
ists  and  organizations 
on  practical  profes¬ 
sional  development 
tips  for  artists  for 
upcoming  issues  of 
State  of  the  Arts. 

Topics  might 
include; 

•  "How  to"  articles 
(i.e.  marketing  tips 
for  the  beginning 
visual  artist,  how  to 
find  a  publisher  for 
your  first  book,  doing 
your  own  PR,  writ¬ 
ing  an  effective  artist 
statement  or  how  to 
make  a  CD). 

•  Innovative  arts 
education  projects  or 
statistics. 

Please  limit  sub¬ 
missions  to  500 
words.  Call  MAC  at 
406-444-6510  or 
email  sflynn@mt.gov 
before  submitting 
stories. 


1  Federal  Budget  Includes  Funding  for  Arts; 

Mark  Kuipers  named  to  Arts  Council; 

Festival  Roundup 

2  Ami's  Addendum:  Economic  Stimulus  Funding  (cont.); 
Mark  Kuipers  (cont.) 

3-4  Congrats;  Condolences 

5  Stone's  Throw  Magazine;  Of  Sage  and  Stone  Guide; 
Cultural  Treasures;  Transitions 

6-7  About  Books 

8  More  About  Books;  About  Music 

9  Summer  Reading:  Stimulating  Blogs;  PTA  Reflections 
Program  Winners 

10  First  Peoples  Fund  Fellowships  Recipients;  Powwow 
Season 

1 1  Profiles  from  Great  Falls  Native  American  Art  Show; 
Native  News 

1 2  International  Choral  Fest;  Sweet  Pea  Festival;  Festival 
Amadeus;  Montana  Lyric  Opera 

13  Bigfork  Playhouse's  New  Lobby; 

Vigilantes'  New  Musical; 

Montana  Shakespeare  in  the  Parks  Tour 

14-17  Alts  Calendar 

18-19  Arts  and  Exhibits;  West  Yellowstone  Painted  Buffalo 
Auction 

20  Rocco  Landesman  to  Head  NEA;  President  Proposes 
S6.3  Million  Increase  for  NEA;  Endowment  Grants 

21  Western  Rendezvous  of  Art;  Percent-for-Art 
Submissions;  Tech  Talk  with  Mark  Ratledge 

22  Career  Profiles:  Constance  Bergum 

23  Law  and  the  Art  World:  Art,  Law  and  Politics; 
Constance  Bergum  (cont.) 

24-27  Opportunities;  MAC  Grants  and  Services 


Darrell  Norman's  "Guardian  Spirits,"  designed  with  help  from  a  First  Peoples  Artist  in  Business 

Leadership  grant,  are  now  installed  outside  the  artists'  Lodgepole  Gallery  in  Browning, 

(Photo  by  Angelika  Harden-Norman) 
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Stimulus  funding  for  the  arts 

See  page  1 


state  of  Montana  programs 
are  available  to  all  Montanans. 
Upon  request,  an  alternative 
accessible  format  will  be  provided. 
Call  406-444-6449 
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MONTANA  ARTS  COUNCIL 

830  NORTH  WARREN 
PO  BOX  202201 
HELENA,  MT  59620-2201 
V:  406-444-6430;  T;71 1 
Fax  406-444-6548 
Arts  Ed  Hotline  1  -800-282-3092 
http://art.mt.gov 
email:  mac@mt.gov 

AfJdress  Services  Requested 


Montana  Arts  Council 


Jackie  Parsons,  Chairman,  Browning 
Cynthia  Andrus,  Vice  Chairman,  Bozeman 
Corky  Clairmont,  Ronan 
Mark  Kuipers,  Missouia 
Tracy  Linder,  Moit 
Rick  Newby,  Helena 
Ellen  Ornitz,  Manhattan 
Arlene  Parisot,  Helena 
Rob  Quist,  Kalispell 
Kevin  Red  Star,  Roberts 
Kathleen  Schlepp,  Miles  City 
Youpa  Stein,  Arlee 
Judy  Ulrich,  Dillon 
Jane  Waggoner  Deschner,  Billings 
Wilbur  Wood,  Roundup 


MAC  Staff 


Ariynn  Fishbaugh,  Executive  Director 
afishbaugh@mt.gov  •  406-444-6430 
Carleen  Layne,  Accountant 
clayne@mt.gov  •  406-444-6489 
Stefanie  Flynn,  Administrative  Assistant 
sflynn@mt.gov  •  406-444-6510 
Kim  Baraby  Hurtle,  Executive  Assistant, 
Percent-For-Art  Manager 
khurtle@mt.gov  •  406-444-6430 
Beck  McLaughlin,  Education  &  Web  Services  Director 
bemclaughlin@mt.gov  ■  406-444-6522 
Cinda  Holt,  Business  Development  Specialist 
cholt@montana.com  •  406-777-0090 
Kristin  Han  Burgoyne,  Database  &  Grants  Director, 
Accessibility  Coordinator 
khan@mf.gov  •  406-444-6449 
Cindy  Kittredge,  Folk  Arts  &  Market  Development  Specialist 
elkittredge@dishmall.net  •  406-468-4078 
Dyani  Bingham,  Indian  Arts  Market  Development  Manager 
dyani_b@hotmail.com  •  406-545-8983 


